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THE 

PREFACE. 

F  ciiftom  had  not  ejlablijhed  a 
of  necefjity  of  prefixing  fome  thing 
of  this  kind  to  whatever  , 
abroad ,  the  following  Jheets 
have  been  fafify  trifled  without  a  preface . 
For ,  in  the  firfi  place ,  this  book  is  piiblifhed  not 
to  excite ,  but  to  gratify  the  curio  ft y  of  the 
lovers  of  learnings  who  have  enquired  ajter  it 
very  diligently ,  and  exprefs'd  a  great  defre  to 
fee  by  what  arguments  Dr,  Cohaufen  endea¬ 
voured 


s  fent 
might 
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voured  to  fupport  fo  extraordinary  a  fyftem . 
And  on  the  other  hand, \  again,  the  book  itfelf 
is  fo  methodical \  and  every  thing  therein 
follows  fo  naturally ,  that  the  reader  is  led  in 
a  iireB  road  from  the  beginning  to  the  end ; 
and  as  he  is  in  no  danger  of  mi  faking  his 
way 3  there  is  the  lefs  occafwn  for  affording 
him  jiipernumary  lights  in  an  iniroduBion 
like  this . 

B  Ufl  [nice  we  have  undertaken  to  write 
a  preface ,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve 
therein ,  that  very  few  booh  contain  fo  great 
a  variety  in  fo  narrow  a  compafs .  5 the  au¬ 

thor  appears  to  be  a  man  of  great  reading , 
and  deep  reflection,  for  mop  of  the  books  he 
cites,  are  equally  fcarce  and  curious  •  but 
then  he  does  not,  like  many  of  the  German 
authors,  content  himfelf  with  barely  embroid¬ 
ering  his  margins,  which  may  be  fometimes 
done  by  tranfcr thing  tbofe  of  other  writers 
but  generally  gives  you  the  paflages  that  make 
for  his  purpofe,  and  very  often  charaBers  of 
the  authors  themfelves,  and  this  alone,  renders , 
his  work  of  great  utility,  to  fuch  as  defre  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  merit  of  books ,  fcU 

dam 
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dom  to  be  met  with,  and  which,  on  that  very 
account ,  are  fwelled  to  a  high  price . 

A  NOT*  HER  remarkable  thing  in  this 
treati/e ,  *7,  the  choice  the  author  has  made 
of  his  quotations ,  which  are  as  entertaining , 
they  are  infiruBive ;  is  /V  '  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive,  without  reading  his  book,  how  it  was 
pojjible  for  a  man  to  enliven  fo  dry  a  fub- 
jeB,  as  his  fee?ns  to  be,  in  the  manner  he 
has  done .  The  extraBs  he  has  given  from 
Bacon  the  Monk ,  plainly  fhew,  the  prodi¬ 
gious  knowlege  of  that  extraordinary  perfon , 
who,  when  all  Europe  was  involved  in  the 
thickejl  mifl  of  ignorance,  feems  to  have  pof* 
feffed  alone  fuch  a  treafure  of  fcience,  as 
would  have  rendered  him  a  very  confidera- 
ble  man,  even  in  the  mojl  enlightened  ages , 
and  may  pofjibly  engage  fome  able  writer  to  give 
us  fuch  an  abridgement  of  his  works ,  as  the 
ingenious  and  learned  DoBor  Shaw  has  done , 
cf  thofe  of  chancellor  Bacon,  and  the  famous 
Boyle,  which  if  judicioufly  performed,  and  il- 
lujlrated  as  they  are ,  with  proper  notes ,  would 
do  equal  fervice  to  the  republic  of  letters ,  and 
honour  to  our  country . 
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THE  ftories  he  inferts  of  Eugenius  Phi^ 
lalethes,  Signor  Gualdi* *  and  the  celebrated 
Flamel,  are  not  only  extreamly  diverting ,  but 
may  contribute  alfo  to  the  procuring  u$  ft  me 
well-written  hiftory  of  the  pretenders  to  the 
philofopher's  ft  one  •>  which ,  as  it  would  be  a 
very  curious  and  entertaining  piece b  ft  if  com¬ 
piled  from  good  authorities $  and  handled  in 
a  proper  manner ,  it  might  be  of  conftderable 
ufe *,  fmce  the  number  of  operators  in  that  way i 
has  of  late  years  mightily  encreafed ,  efpeci - 
ally  in  this  country ,  where  there  are  many 
who  have  given  themfelves  up  to  that  delu - 
five  jiudy ,  though  they  endeavour  to  conceal 
themfelves ,  and  their  labours ,  to/A  the  ut - 
mcft  fecrecy ,  in  order  to  avoid  that  redicule , 
which  generally  attends  the  profeftors  of  the 
occult  fciences.  In  Germany,  however »  ^6/i 
of  learning  is  ftill  in  vogue  and  cre¬ 
dit ,  it  is  fcarce  pojfible  for  any  one  to 

obtain  a  conftderable  reputation  as  a  man  of 
letters who  has  not »  <2  touch  at  leaf;  of  Che - 
miftry . 

WITH 
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*  Since  the  pubiication  of  the  fir  ft  edition,  I  have  been  favoured 
with  fuch  a  hiftory,  faid  to  be  writ  by  a  German  adept*  of  which* 
perhaps,  if  the  public  Ihew  a  defire  of  it,  they  may  hear  more  it* 
time  to  come. 
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WITH  refpeB  to  the  capital  View  of 
our  author ,  in  recommending  that  do  Brine 
which  he  deduces  from  the  infer ipt ion  in  the 
front  of  his  book,  it  is  certainly  managed  with 
great  Jkill  and  ingenuity ,  fo  that  if  the  rea¬ 
der  Jhould  at  loft  rejeB  its.  probability ,  he  mud 
be  obliged ,  notwith (landing,  to  confefs ,  that  the 
writer  has  not  employed  his  pains  to  little  or 
no  purpofe ,  but  has  introduced  fo  many  curi¬ 
ous  enquiries,  and  thrown  out  fo  many  va¬ 
luable  hints y  that  his  book  muft  be  allowed 
a  performance  of  great  merit,  whatever  be¬ 
comes  of  Hermippus  and  his  fecret ,  Of  this , 
the  author  himfelf  feems  to  be  very  well  a- 
ware,  and  therefore,  while  he  pufhes  his  ar¬ 
gument  with  the  greatejl  vigour,  and  appears 
evidently  to  have  his  defign  much  at  heart 
he  notwithfanding,  takes  all  along  fuch  pre¬ 
cautions,  as  are  necejjdry  to  defe?id  him  from 
the  imputation  of  being  a  whimfical,  conceited, 
or  pedantic  writer,  as  almof  any  other  man 
would  have  been  thought,  who  had  underta¬ 
ken  fuch  a  tafk .  Upon  the  whole ,  there  is 
in  this  difertation ,  fuch  a  mixture  of  ferious 
irony,  as  cannot  but  afford  a  very  agreeable 

entertainment 
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entertainment  to  thofe  who  are  proper  judges 
of fubjedk  of  this  kind3  and  who  are  inclined 
to  fee  how  far  the  jirength  of  human  under - 
funding  can  fupport  phi Joj optical  truths  agaiifi 
received  notions \  and  vulgar  prejudices . 

HAV IN  G  thu$  taken  the  fame  liberty 
with  our  author ,  which  he  has  done  with  other 
learned  men ,  the  whole  is  fubmitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  candid  reader ,  who  willy  doubt - 
lefs,  retain  fome  iendernefs  for  the  pains  that 
have  been  taken  for  his  amufement%  and  not 
pafs  a  harfh  cenfure  on  a  piece  which  we  may 
boldly  fay ,  has  nothing  in  it  dogmatical \  iedi~ 
ousy  or  offenfve a 


HER- 
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us  Redivivus : 

OB,  THE 

Art  of  Preferving  Youth*1 

IT  was  the  laudable  cuftom  of  the  antients,  td 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  all  fignal  events* 
and  efpecially  fuch  as  in  any  degree  might  be 
ufeful  to  pofterity  by  infcriptions*  Thefe  had  a  pe¬ 
culiar  (tile*  in  which  three  things  were  principally 
regarded  •,  fuccindnefs,  elegancy  and  clearnefs.  It 
would  have  been  inconvenient,  and  indeed  prepo- 
flerous,  to  have  drawn  fuch  pieces  into  a  great 
length*  confidering  the  places  in  which  they  were 
ereded ;  that  is  to  fay,  markets,  temples*  or  pub¬ 
lic  roads  ,  or,  the  matter  whereon  they  were  in- 
fcribed,  which  was  marble,  or  fome  other  kind  of 
hard  or  curious  ftone.  But,  if  brevity  was  neceflury, 
beauty  was  likewife  expedient.  Where  there  is 
nothing  Unking,  the  memory  foon  lofcs  a  thought. 
To- retain  what  we  are  told,  we  muft  receive  n 
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once  both  pleafure  and  inftrudlion.  This  neatnefe 
of  ftile,  was  peculiarly  cultivated  by  the  antients.  It 
came  originally  from  the  Eaft>  where  all  fcience  was 
taught  in  parables  and  proverbs.  In  Greece ,  they 
refined  upon  this,  and  laid  down  the  rudiments  of 
knowledge  in  aphorifms.  Amongft  the  Romans , 
this  manner  of  teaching  was  much  efteemed,  and 
nothing  more  admired*  even  in  the  policed  ages, 
than  fentences.  If  they  were  afterwards  abufed,  and 
improperly  applied,  this  ought  not  to  difcreditthem, 
fince  without  queftion  they  ever  did,  and  always  will, 
appear  with  the  utmoft  propriety  in  that  kind  of 
writing  of  which  I  am  fpeaking.  Laftl-y,  as  to  per- 
fpieuity,  the  antients  were  exceedingly  careful,  and 
the  difficulties  that  now  arife  about  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  of  fuch  monuments  of  their  learning  as  have 
reached  our  times,  are  rather  owing  to  the  misfor¬ 
tune  of  lofing  fuch  accounts  of  their  cuftoms  and 
manners,  as  might  have  made  them  eafy  and  fami¬ 
liar  to  us,  than  to  any  want  of  clearnefs  in  the  ftile 
of  their  inferiptions* 

Men  of  different  profeffions  have  employed 
themfelves  with  different  views,  in  the  ftudy  of 
thofe  large  and  curious  collections,  which  learned  and 
induftFious  perfons  have  made  of  fuch  remains  of 
antient  wifdom,  as  having  efcaped  oblivion,  are  now 
fafely  repofited  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious. 
Amongft  thefe,  we  are  chiefly  obliged  to  the  cele¬ 
brated  Ebomas  Reinejius. ,  who  undertook  to  make  a 
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fupplement  to  the  laborious  work  of  Gruter,  and 
has  therein  preferred  an  infinite  nuitiber  of  valuable 
infcriptions ;  and  amongft  the  reftj  this,  which  hath 
given  occafion  to  my  treacife. 

iESCULAPIO  it  SANITATI 
L.  CLODItJS.  HERMIPPUS 
QUI  VIXIT  ANNOS  CXV.  DIES  V. 
PUELLARUM  ANHELITU 
QUOD  ETIAM  POST  MORTEM 

EJUS 

NON  PARUM  MIRANTUR  PHYSIC! 
JAM  POSTERI  SIC  VITAM  DUC1TE; 

T  he  learned  Dele c'hdmp  has  given  us  a  different 
account  of  this  infcription  according  to  him  it 
Hiould  be  read  thus: 

L.  Glodius  Hirpanns , 

Vixit  annos  CLV.  dies  V. 

Puerorum  halitu  refocillatus 
Et  e  ducat  us a. 

The  famous  Cujas  gires  it  us  in  the  following 

manner. 

L.  Clodius  Hirpanus, 

Vixit  annos  CXV \  dies  V. 

Alitus  puerorum  anhelitu  \ 


a  In  notis  ad  L.  vii.  c.  48.  Plinii  Natural  Hift, 
h  Ad  juftitiiani  Novel,  5. 
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These  various  readings,  though  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  they  affect  the  fenfe  ftrongly,  do  not  how¬ 
ever,  much  concern  the  fubjedL  The  fiffl:  tells  us, 
that  L.  Clodius  Hermippus  lived  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  years,  and  five  days,  by  the  breath  of  young 
women,  which*  is  worthy  the  confideration  of  phy- 
ficians,  and  of  pofterity.  According;  fo  the  com¬ 
mentator  upon  Plinyr  the  name  of  this  long-liver 
was  not  Hermippus ,  but  Herpanus ,  and  the  date  of 
his  life  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  years,  and  five 
days,  with  this  additional  circumftance  ;  that  he  did 
not  live  by  the  breath  of  young  women,  but  of  young, 
men.  The  lawyer  again  reduces  the  life  to  the 
former  ftandard,  and  contends  only,  that  his  name  was 
Hirpanus ,  and  that  he  received  this  extraordinary 
nounfhment  from  the  breath  of  youths* 

If  therefore  we  take  this  infcription  as  it  Hands 
by  theeonfent  of  all  thefe  writers,  it  informs  us  of  a 
fact  equally  curious  and  important,,  viz .  That  a  cer¬ 
tain  perion,  no  matter  whether  his  name  was  Hermip - 
pus ,  or  Hirpanus ,  reached  a  very  advanced  age,  by 
the  ufe  of  the  breath  of  young  women,  or  of  young 
men.  Now,  whether  this  were  a  real  fa£t  which 
actually  happened,  or  whether  it  be  the  invention 
of  forne  malicious  wit  amongft  the  antients,  in  order 
to  exercife  the  talents  of  pofterity,  I  concern  not 
niyfclf :  It  appears  to  me  in  the  light  of  a  phyfical 
problem,  which  may  be  expreffed  in  very  few  words, 
viz.  Whether  the  breath  of  young  women  may 

probably 
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‘probably  contribute  to  the  maintaining  long  life, 
and  keeping  off  old  age?  This  is  what  I  propofe  to 
examine  ;  this  is  to  be  the  fubjetf:  of  my  difeourfe, 
in  which,  if  what  I  deliver  be  entertaining  and  ufe- 
ful,  the  reader  need  not  trouble  himfelf  much  about 
the  truth  or  falfehood  of  the  infeription* 

But  it  will  be  necefiary,  before  we  come  to  the 
ftrict  examination  of  this  propoficion,  to  remove 
fome  previous  difficulties  out  of  the  way.  In  the  firft 
place,  therefore  let  us  enquire,  whether  the  term  of 
life  be  a  fixed  or  moveable  thing.  Some  of  the  raoft 
learned  amongft  the  Jews  have  thought  it  abfolutely 

determined  by  the  decree  of  God,  and  have  al {edged 

'  ■ 

various  feriptures  for  the  proof  of  this.  c  The  moft 
antient  philofophers,  both  in  Chaldea  and  Egypt , 
thought  the  life  of  man  depended  upon  the  ftars, 
and  by  pretending  to  predict  its  duration,  plainly 
fnewed,  that  they  thought  it  abfolutely  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  heavenly  bodies d.  The  Stoics ,  if  they 
meant  the  power  of  the  ftars,  by  what  they  (tiled 
Fate>  were  alfo  of  this  opinion  ;  but  whatever  they 
meant  by  Fate ,  moft  evident  it  is,  that  they  thought 
the  life  of  man,  as  well  as  every  other  thing,  de¬ 
pended  thereupon6;  and  that  confequently  it  was 
unalterable  by  any  means,  within  the  com  pals  of 
human  power.  Now,  if  there  be  anv  truth  in  thefe 

r-  Manat,  ben  Ifrae!,  de  term,  vitae.  d  Diod  :  Sicul  : 

Id iit :  lib  :  i.  D  ogen.  Laert.  e  PJu:.  de  placit.  Philofojw. 
3>io?cn,  Laert.  Sense. 
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opinions,  if  there  be  the  leaft  foundation  for  any  one 
of  them,  the  cafe  is  clear,  that  all  farther  enquiries 
are  vain  ,  for,  to  what  end  fhould  we  fearch  out  the 
moft  probable  means  of  extending  life,  when  we  are 
certain,  that  this  is  a  thing  beyond  our  capacity  l 
or  at  lealf,  incertain  whether  it  be  or  not  ? 

I  n  order  to  open  the  way  to  further  fpeculations 
upon  this  curious  and  important  fubject,  I  will  be¬ 
gin  with  the  fojution  of  this  difficulty,  and  take 
upon  me  to  prove,  that,  contrary  to  the  notions  of 
thefe  divines  and  philofophers,  there  is  no  fuch 
thing,  as  a  fettled  term  of  life  by  the  law  of  nature  | 
or  which  is  the  fame  thing  in  other  words,  by  the 
exprefs  will  of  divine  providence.  In  the  firfb  place* 
I  lay  it  down  as  an  abfolute  certainty,  that  contin¬ 
gency  is  effiential  to  that  mode  of  rule  purfued  by 
the  divine  power,  in  the  management  of  fublunary 
things.  Caufes  indeed  neceffarily  draw  after  them 
their  effects  ;  but  then  I  deny,  that  there  is  any 
chain  of  neceffary  caufes  ^  and  becaufe  it  would  re¬ 
quire  much  time  and  fpace  to  eftablifh  this  doblrine 
generally,  I  will  keep  clofe  to  my  fubjebf,  and  con¬ 
tent  myfelf  with  proving  it,  as  to  this  particular 
point.  It  is  a  thing  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the 
law  of  Mofes ,  propounded  chiefly  temporal  blef- 
fings,  and  amongft  thefe,  long  life  ;  now  this  is  ab- 
folutcly  incompatible  with  the  doblrine  of  a  fixed 
term,  and  therefore,  if  there  be  any  pafiages  in  the 
fenpture  which  look  this  way,  we  muft  interpret 

them 
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chem  in  fome  other  fenfe,  for  the  part  mud  accord 
with  the  whole,  and  it  is  idle  to  allege  a  few  de¬ 
tached  paifages  again  ft  the  fcheme  of  the  whole  book. 
Again  we  are  told,  that  God  commended  Solomon 
for  praying  to  him  for  wifdom,  rather  than  longlife, 
or  for  riches,  which  plainly  fliews,  that  he  might  as 
well  have  afked  for  either,  as  for  it  ;  but  if  this  in¬ 
ference  difpleafes,  take  the  exprefs  decifion  of  God 
thereupon ;  who,  in  the  fame  place,  fays,  that  if 
Solomon  walked  in  the  ways  of  David  his  father,  he 
would  lengthen  his  daysf.  Add  to  thefe  argu¬ 
ments,  that  it  was  the  conilant  practice  of  the  heft 
men,  and  fuch  as  mod  intimately  knew  the  will  of 
•God,  to  pray  in  terms  irreconciliable  to  fuch  an  ab¬ 
solute  decree.  Thus  Hezekiah  deiired  that  his  life 
might  be  fpared §.  Eliash  and  Jonah P  that  theirs 
might  be  fhortned i. 

But,  to  pat  the  matter  out  of  doubt,  one  need 
only  confider  the  choice  given  to  David. ,  by  the  pro¬ 
phet  Nathan k,  of  war,  peililence,  or  famine,  in 
confequence  of  which,  he  chofe  peililence  \  now,  if 
there  had  been  a  fixed  time  of  life,  how  could  this 
choice  have  pofiibly  taken  place  P  All  the  perfons 
who  died  of  the  peililences  muft,  according  to  the 
dodrine  I  am  refuting,  have  died  if  there  had  been 
no  peililence,  becaufe  the  decreed  term  of  their  lives 
was  expired.  On  the  whole,  therefore  it  is  apparent, 

f  1  Kings iii.  n,  14.  s  Ifaiah  xxxviii.  3,  h  1  Kings 
px,  4.  1  Jonah  iv.  3.  k  1 1 'Samuel  xxir.  13. 

A  a  iliac 
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that  a  fixed  term  of  life  is  inconfiftent  with  the  rea* 
fon  of  things,  which  is  what  we  call  the  law  of  na* 
ture,  wherein,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
there  is  a  fettled  contingency.  It  is  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  religion,  as  deducible  from  the  natural 
light  of  our  undcrftandings,  and  it  is  diredlly  con¬ 
trary  to  revelations  fo  that  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  moft  pious  man  in  the  world,  that  will  fe- 
rioufiy  confider  thefe  arguments,  mu  ft  remain  fatif- 
fied,  that  the  order  of  providence,  the  will  of  heaven, 
or  God’s  decree,  which  are  the  terms  ufed  by  the 
divines  on  this  fubjedt,  hath  determined  nothing 
^bfolqtely,  concerning  the  term  of  life, 

I  am  next  to  fpeak  of  the  opinions  of  the  aftrolo^ 
gers,  which  of  old,  were  afcribed  to  /Efculapius ,  who, 

it  is  faid,  laid  down  this  maxim.  That  all  things 

* 

below  were  governed  by  the  motions  and  afpedjts  of 
the  liars.  Againft  this  notion  I  have  two  things  to 
offer  *,  the  firft  is,  that  they  could  not  pofiibly  know 
this  fo  to  be,  even  granting  it  Ihould  be  true  ;  be- 
caufe  they  were  abfolutely  ignorant  of  the  true  fyf- 
tc-m  of  the  heavens,  and  of  the  motions  of  tnofe  bo¬ 
dies,  whence  they  would  derive  fo  great  a  power. 
This  puts  their  authority  out  of  the  cafe  ;  for  if  we 
cannot  depend  upon  them  as  aflronomers,  nothing 
in  nature  can  be  more  ridiculous,  than  to  pretend  to 
lay  any  ltrefs  on  their  judgment  in  aftrology.  To 
be  convinced  of  this,  we  need  only  confuk  the  au¬ 
thentic  accounts  we  haye  in  antknt  authors  of  the 

Chddak 
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Chaldaic  fyftem1  ;  from  whence  it  appears  to  be 
equally  falfe  and  abfurd  *,  falfe,  as  it  is  repugnant  to 
the  experience  and  obfervation  of  fucceeding  times  *, 
and  abfurd,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  unalterable  prin¬ 
ciples  of  reafon  and  true  fcience.  The  other  argu¬ 
ment  I  allege,  is  this ;  That  fince  the  authority  of 
the  antients  is  out  of  the  cafe,  if  there  be  any  mo¬ 
dern  Stoics,  who  are  fbill  of  this  opinion,  they  mult 
Ihew  us  the  grounds  of  it,  and  this,  not  from  fuch 
chimerical  notions  as  are  laid  down  by  the  pretended 
fages  in  judiciary  aftrology,  but  from  the  fettled  and 
unqueftioned  principles  of  true  philofophy.  When 
they  do  this,  or  at  lead,  when  they  attempt  to  do  it, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  examine  how  far  this  new 
fyftem  of  theirs  is  rational.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
will  conclude  this  point  with  that  fettled  and  moft 
reafonable  maxim  of  the  civil  Jaw,  That  about  things 
which  are  not ,  and  about  things  which  cannot  be  made 
appear ,  there  is  the  fame  reafon  *  that  is,  there  can  be 
no  reafoning  about  them,  they  muff  be  confidered 
in  the  fame  light,  fince  nothing  can  be  more  idle, 
than  to  difpute  about  the  confequences  of  a  thing, 
before  the  thing  is  made  manifeft,  or  we  have  any 
real  ground  for  a  difpute. 

W e  have  now  done  fomewhat  towards  eflablifhing 
the  foundation  of  our  dodlrine  ;  but  there  is  ftill 
another  vulgar  notion  in  our  way,  which  muft  be 


1  DiocL  Sicul.  lib.  i.  Stanley’s  Chaldaic  Philofophy. 
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removed  ;  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  explained. 
By  this,  I  mean  the  prevailing  opinion  that  the  life 
of  man  is  limited  to  a  certain  term,  and  becaufe  we 
fee  people  grow  old  at  a  certain  age,  by  which  I 
mean,  grow  infirm  and  decriped  *,  for  oldnefs  has 
not  fo  much  reference  to  time,  as  to  condition  •,  and 
I  account  him  old,  who  has  loft  his  ftrength,  rather 
than  one  who  is  advanced  in  years.  But,  becaufe  I 
fay  the  maladies  that  attend  old  age,  come  on  in 
mail  people  at  a  certain  period,  they  are  held  to  be 
neceffary  %  and  if  there  were  any  truth  in  this,  we 
ffeonld  be  flopped  again  $  here  would  be  a  new  bar¬ 
rier,  through  which  we  ftiould  be  able  to  find  no 
paflage  \  and  when  we  taiked  of  retarding  old  age, 
people  would  expedl  we  fhould  make  them  young 
again.  It  is  requifite,  therefore,  that  this  matter  be 
explained,  and  fet  right,  and  that  the  reader  be  fa- 
tisfied  how  far  the  incommodities  of  old  age  are  of 
necefilty,  and  how  far  the  product  of  natural  caufes? 
which  may  be  affedled  by  the  fid  11  and  art  of  man. 

i  * 

The  human  body  is  a  machine,  afluated  by  an 
iifimortal  (pint,  and  which  is  more  to  my  purpofe, 
fabricated  by  an  almighty  hand.  It  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  this  dwelling  fhould  be  fo  (lightly,  or  fo 
injudicioufiy  contrived,  as  that  it  fhould  wear  out  in 
a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time.-  This  does  not  feem 
very  agreeable,  either  to  the  nature  of  man,  confi- 
de-red  as  a  rational  creature,  or  with  that  infinite 
feill  and  wiidoiTi  which  is  evident  in  the  compdfuion 

of 
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of  the  human  frame.  When  therefore  the  divines, 
fay,  that  Sin  introduces  Death ,  they  feem  to  fpeak 
philofophically  *,  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  explain 
their  meaning,  I  ihould  be  inclined  to  fay,  that  dif- 
eales  and  death  are  not  incident  to  the  human  body 
by  the  will  of  God,  or  which  is  the  fame  thing,  by 
the  law  of  nature,  but  were  fuperinduced  by  the  fol¬ 
lies  and  vices  of  men,  which  carry  in  them  naturally 
the  feeds  of  death  *,  and  therefore,  if  it  be  an  evil,  we 
ought  not  to  accufe  providence,  but  ourfelves.  Yet  I 
will  readily  acknowlege,  that  taking  things  as  they 
now  fiand,  and  have  flood  for  many  ages  paflr,  there 
is  no  hope  left  of  immortality  in  this  body,  or  even 
of  prolonging  our  lives  to  three  or  five  hundred  years ; 
but  (till  I  affirm,  that  there  are  no  fettled  periods  in 

nature,  no  inevitable  laws  which  conjoin  weaknefs 

»  * 

and  infirmity  with  a  certain  number  of  years ;  but 
that  it  is  very  poffible,  nay,  and  very  practicable 
too,  for  a  man  to  extend  the  length  of  his  life,  much 
beyond  the  common  date,  and  that  without  feeling 
the  incommodities  of  age,  for  otherwife,  this  would 
rather  be  avoiding  death,  than  preferving  life. 

t 

T  o  prove  this,  I  fliall  tirfl  make  ufe  of  reafon, 
and  next  of  experience  :  I  fhall  make  it  evident  by 
arguments,  that  it  may,  and  by  infiances,  that 
it  has  been  fo  ;  and  then  if  any  fceptic  has  a  mind  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  my  do&rine,  I  fhall  leave  him  in 
his  own  road,  where  his  ignorance  will  infallibly 
faring  upon  him  the  juft  punifhmeni  of  his  obftinaey. 


an 
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an  haftier  extinction  of  life  than  he  need  ptherwifp 
have  fuffered. 

i 

All  wife  men  have  agreed,  that  nature,  by  which 
I  mean  the  wifdom  of  God,  manifefted  in  the  order 
of  all  things,  aCts  uniformly  in  every  refpedt,  and 
andaffigns  proper  periods  to  all  things.  Solomon  fays, 
5Tb ere  is  a  time  to  be  born ,  and  a  time  to  die  m  *,  a  fhort 
maxim,  which  may  admit  of  a  long  commentary. 
The  life  of  man  does  not  certainly  confift  in  eating 
and  drinking,  jn  waking  or  deeping,  or  in  the  in¬ 
dulging  by  turns  the  gratification  of  his  many  appe¬ 
tites  ;  for  if  this  was  fo,  the  ufual  term  of  life  would 
certainly  be  long  enough,  and  there  have  been  actu¬ 
ally  inftances  of  people  who  have  been  fo  fatiated 
with  the  round  of  thefe  trivial  aCiions,  as  to  be  weary 
of  life,  before  death  was  at  hand,,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  wearinefs  have  haftened  it.  But  as 
the  divine  old  man  juftly  obferves,  Art  is  long ,  and 
life  is  fhort n ;  that  is,  there  feems  to  be  no  juft  pro¬ 
portion  between  the  powers  of  the  mind,  and  the 
force  of  the  body.  We  hurry  on  from  infancy  to  child¬ 
hood  *,  from  childhood  to  the  age  of  man ;  from  thence, 
to  what  is  ftiled  middle  aged,  and  then  we  decline 
&-pace  into  feeblenefs,  mifery,  and  dotage.  Can  any 
man  think  that  this  is  the  true  order  of  nature  ?  Has 
nature  given  fo  many  years  to  pikes,  to  eagles. 


m  Ecdef.  iii.  2.  n  Vita  brevis,  ars  longa,  occafio  cele- 

fis,  experimentum  periculofum,  judicium  difficile.  Hippocrat. 
.Aphorifm.  X, 
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and  to  flags,  nay,  and  to  ferpents,  at  the  fame  time 
that  flie  denies  it  to  man  ?  Be  it  far  from  us  to  be¬ 
lieve  this  ;  let  us  rather  ftifle  our  pride  and  con- 
ceitednefs,  and  believe  that  the  fhortnefs  of  life, 
flows  from  the  weaknefs  and  wickednefs  of  man. 

But  it  will  be  faid,  that  death  is  not  barely  the 
end  of  difeafes,  but  that  old  age  is  as  much  a  difeafe 
as  any  other,  and  certainly  brings  it  on.  That  the 
human  frame  is  fo  conftituted  as  not  only  to 
encreafe  and  arrive  at  perfection,  but  to  decay  alfo, 
and  wear  out.  That  the  flame  of  life  grows  after  a 
certain  time  weaker  and  weaker  ^  that  the  folids  lofe 
their  tone  by  degrees,  and  that  the  veflels  grow  carte- 
laginous, and  become  atlaft  boney  *  fo  that  death,  by 
old  age,  is  a  natural  thing  °.  Be  it  fo,  I  am  not  con¬ 
tending  that  men  may  live  for  ever,  or  that  they 
may  live  as  I  faid  before,  three  or  five  hundred 
years 3  but  this  I  fay,  that  old  age  is  the  only  difeafe 
to  which  we  are  fubject  by  nature ;  and  that  from  ' 
this,  it  is  very  poflxble  men  may  be  much  longer 
defended  than  they  ufually  are  by  the  help  of  art. 
This  I  fay,  principally  on  the  grounds  I  have  be¬ 
fore  laid  down,  viz.  That  the  human  body  is  a  ma- 
-  chine  admirably  contrived  •>  from  whence,  I  infer 
that  it  may,  with  due  care,  be  kept  in  good  or¬ 
der,  and  that  the  true  ends  of  life,  being  fuch  as 
require  a  much  greater  extent  of  time,  than  the 


•  Boerhaave  Inftitut.  Medic.  §.  474,  475,  1053,  1054  . 
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ordinary  period  of  life  allows ;  therefore  it  is  more 
likely,  that  this  unreafonahle  brevity  fhould  be 
the  effedt  of  our  want  of  fkill,  of  care,  or  of  atten- 
tention,  than  owing  to  any  law  laid  down  by  the 
omnifcient  author  of  all  things.  Thefe  are  my  prin¬ 
ciples,  which  I  fubm'it  to  the  ftridleft  examination  5 
if  they  can  be  demonitrated  to  be  either  falfe  or  pre¬ 
carious,  I  fhall  be  forry  for  myfelf,  and  for  man¬ 
kind  ;  finee  undoubtedly  they  carry  in  them  a  ftrong 
appearance  of  truth*  and  of  the  mod:  pleaflng  kind 
of  truth,  that  which  attributes  glory  to  God,  by 
difplaying  his  good  will  to  man.  But  lead:  any  one 
fhould  fay,  that  many  things  look  fair  in  fpecula- 
tion,  which  deceive  us  in  the  p rad! ice,  I  will,  after 
thus  expofing  my  dodlrines  to  the  ray  of  reafon,  ex¬ 
amine  it  next  by  the  refledted  light  of  experience, 
and  furely,  if  this  fhews  us  no  flaws  in  it,  the  rea¬ 
der  and  I  fhall  proceed  cheerfully  on  our  journey, 
and  he  will  no  longer  confider  me  as  one  amufing 
him  with  a  learned  paradox,  but  as  the  unfolder  of 
a  great  and  ufeful  truth. 

Against  the  common  opinion,  the  moil  au¬ 
thentic  records  of  hiftory  enable  me  to  allege,  that 
though  vulgar  experience  be  oppofite  to  my  notions, 
yet  that  fhortnefs  of  human  life,  which  is  now  be^ 
Come  common,  was  not  fo  always,  nor  is  yet  fo  in 
all  places.  I  fhall  not  dwell  long  on  what  is  faid 
of  the  great  age  of  the  antidiluvian  patriarchs,  I 
fhall  content  myfelf  only  with  a  few  obiervations 

that 
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that  are  neceffary  to  my  purpofe,  the  truth  of  which 
cannot  be  drawn  into  difpute.  In  the  firft  place, 
let  it  be  noted  *  that  though  men  lived  to  be  then 
very  old,  yet  the  fpecies  was  new.  The  human 
body  had  been  but  lately  taken  out  of  the  earth  by 
its  creator,  and  retained  therefore  a  great  deal  of  its 
primitive  ftrength.  We  fay  commonly  in  our  days, 
that  a  man  who  lives  Fall,  takes  pains  to  deftroy  his 
confutation  ;  and  on  the  principles  of  Mofis^  we  can¬ 
not  but  allow,  that  the  fabric  of  Adam' s  body  mull 
have  been  much  ftronger,  and  better  compared 
than  ours*,  and  this  it  was,  that  preferved  him  fo 
long,  after  he  had  loft  that  tree  of  life,  or  rule  of  li¬ 
ving,  which  was  fuited  to  his  primitive  ftate.  My 
fecond  obfervation  is,  that  thefe  patriarchs  lived  in 
another  world  ;  I  mean  a  world  otherwife  confti- 
tuted  than  ours,  and  after  another  manner %  and 
therefore  what  we  are  told  of  their  age,  is  not  more 
incredible,  than  a  multitude  of  fadts  which  experience 
and  evidence  oblige  us  to  believe  true  p,  I  thirdly 
obfcrve,  that  if  with  ftronger  confutations,  and  in 
a  better  difpofed  world,  men  lived  to  various  ages, 
but  moft  of  them  nine  or  ten  times  as  long  as  we, 
there  feems  to  be  no  repugnancy  in  admitting,  that 
by  great  care  of  our  confutations,  and  our  helping 
by  art  the  noxious  qualities  of  the  feveral  elements  as 
they  are  now  difpofed,  men  may  maintain  as  great  a 
relative  diftinelion  in  the  periods  of  their  lives  or 
deaths. 


■'»'  . .  — ~  ■■■■  '  "  '  ’  . 1  '  1  '■  "  . . . . . 
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It  is  very  remarkable,  that  not  only  the  /acred 
writers,  but  all  the  antient  Chaldean ,  Egyptian ,  and 
Chinefe  authors,  fpeak  of  the  great  ages  of  fuch  as 
lived  in  early  times,  and  this  with  fuch  confidence, 
that  Xenophon ,  Pliny ,  and  other  judicious  perfons^ 
receive  their  teflimony  without  fcruple.  But  to 
come  down  to  later  times  i  Attila ,  king  of  the  Huns± 
who  reigned  in  the  fifth  century,  lived  to  124,  and 
ther  died  of  excefs  the  firft  night  of  his  fecond  nup¬ 
tials,  with  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  princefTes  of  that 
age  Piaftus ,  king  of  Poland \  who,  from  the  rank 
of  a  peafant,  was  raifed  to  that  of  a  prince,  in  the 
year  824,  lived  to  be  120,  and  governed  his  fub- 
je£ts  with  fuch  ability  to  the  very  laft,  that  his 
name  is  ftill  in  the  higheft  veneration  amongfl  his 
countrymen  r.  Marcus  Valerius  Corvinus^  a  Roman 
conful  was  celebrated  as  a  true  patriot,  and  a  moft 
excellent  perfon  in  private  life,  by  the  elder  Catoi 
and  yet  Corvinus  was  then  upwards  of  an  hundred  ** 
Hippocrates ,  the  beft  of  phyficians,  lived  to  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  four t :  but  Afclepiades ,  a  Perfian  phyfician* 
reached  150 u.  Galen  lived  in  undifturbed  health 
to  1 04  w.  Thefe  men  do  honour  to  their  profdliom 


Prifcus  apud  Jornandes.  Bonfinius,  Hiftoire  de  Hongrie,  De¬ 
cade  premiere  1.  ii.  p.  75.  r  Guagnini  Rerum  Polon.  p.  64. 
Herbert  de  Fulftin,  lib.  i.  p.  13,  &  Harchnoch,  lib*  i.  cap.  2, 
p  68,  &c*  s  Cato  de  Re  Ruftica,  Cier.  de  Sene&ut.  Plin. 

Hiftor.  Natural,  lib.  vii.  i  Eufeb.  Chronic.  Petav.  Rationar. 
Temper.  Tom.  i.  p.  96.  u  Plin  Hiftor.  Natural,  lib.  vii. 

14.  w  Fulgos.  lib.  viii.  c.  14.  p.  1096. 
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Sophocles ,  the  tragic  poet,  lived  to  130*.  Democritus , 
the  philofopher,  lived  to  104?  *,  and  Euphranor 
taught  his  fcholars  at  upwards  of  too2:  and  yet, 
what  are  thefe  to  Epimenides  of  Crete ?  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  ! Theopompus ,  an  unblemiihed  hiftorian, 
lived  to  upwards  of  1 57  a.  I  mention  thefe,  be- 
caufe  if  there  be  any  truth  or  fecurity  in  hiftory,  we 
may  rely  as  firmly  on  the  fads  recorded  of  them,  as 
on  any  fads  whatever  ^  and  confequently,  we  have 
the  ftrongeft  affurance,  that  even  an  hundred  or  an 
hundred  and  twenty,  is  not  the  utmofl  limit  of 
human  life. 


But  what  is  ftill  more  to  our  purpofe,  it  is  not 
this,  or  that  country,  in  which  fuch  aged  perfons  are 
to  bQ  found  ;  we  meet  with  them  in  many,  I  was 
going  to  fay,  in  moft  climates.  We  have  it  on 
good  authority,  that  in  Bengal  there  lived  a  certain 
peafant,  who  reached  the  age  of  335  *,  and  having 
received  alms  of  many  infidel  princes,  had  his  pen- 
fion  continued  to  him  by  the  Portugueze b  in  Cambay  a. 
Pliny  gives  us  an  account,  that  in  the  city  of  Parma , 
there  were  found  two  of  130  years  of  age,  three  of 
120,  at  a  certain  taxation,  or  rather  vifitation,  and  in 
many  cities  of  Italy ,  people  much  older,  particu- 


x  Eufeb.  Chronic.  y  Petav.  Ratiorar.  Tempor,  Torr.  i. 
p,  96.  z  PJin.  Hiftor.  Natural,  lib.  vi .  c.  14,  a  Dio- 
gen.  Laert.  in  vit.  Epimen.  b  Barthol.  Hilt.  Annat.  Gent, 
v.  Hilt.  28.  p.  46, 
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larly  at  Ariminium,  one  Marcus  Apponius ,  who  was 
150°.  Vincent  Coquelin ,  a  clergyman,  died  at 
Paris  in  1664,  at  ?r2d.  Lawrence  Hut  land  lived 
in  the  Orkneys  to  170 e.  James  Sands ,  an  Englijh- 
man ,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century,  died 
at  140,  and  his  wife  at  1 20f.  In  Sweden ,  it  is  a  com¬ 
mon  thing  to  meet  with  people  of  above  an  hun¬ 
dred  ;  and  Rudbekius  affirms,  from  bills  of  morta¬ 
lity,  figned  by  his  brother,  who  was  a  bifhop,  that 
in  the  fmall  extent  of  twelve  parities,  there  died  in 
the  fpace  of  thirty-feven  years,  232  men,  between 
100  and  140  years  of  age  g ;  which  is  the  more  cre¬ 
dible,  fince  in  the  diet,  aflfembied  by  the  late  queen 
of  Sweden ,  in  1713)  the  bolded:  and  bed:  fpeaker 
among  the  deputies,  from  the  order  of  peafants>  was 
confiderably  above  an  hundred  h.  Thefe  accounts, 
however,  are  far  fhort  of  what  might  be  produced 
from  Africa ,  and  North  America.  But  I  confine 
myfelf  to  fuch  relations,  as  are  truly  authentic,  and 
I  affemble  thefe  inftances,  not  to  (hew  my  own  learn¬ 
ing,  or  to  gratify  my  reader’s  curiofity,  but  with  a 
view  to  fatisfy  him,  that  as  the  laft  is  certain,  men 
may  far  tranfcend  what  are  efteemed  the  common 
bounds  of  life,  lo  this  bleffing  of  longevity  is  not 
confined  to  one  climate  or  region,  and  therefore  we 


•c  Plin.  Hiftor.  Natural,  lib.  vii.  c.  29.  d  Memoirs  de  Paris, 

р.  197.  e  Buchan.  Hill.  Scot.  f  HakewilPs  Apol.  lib.  iii. 

с.  1.  p.  1 66.  e  01.  Rudbeck.  Atlantic,  p.  396.  h  Me¬ 
moirs.  Hiftor.  1713.  Tom,  ii.  p.  336. 
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need  not  defpairof  finding  out  the  art  of  prolonging 
life,  and  keeping  off  the  decays  of  old  age  in  any 
country. 

It  is  true,  there  are  countries  the  climates  of 
which  are  fo  wonderfully  healthy,  as  to  extend  hu¬ 
man  life  to  what  is  thought  a  very  extraordinary 
degree,  as  for  inffance  ;  in  the  countries  beyond  the 
Britijh  fettlements  in  Florida ,  there  died*  about 
twenty  years  ago,  an  Indian  prince*  who  had  the 
full  ufe  of  his  faculties  to  the  lafl,  and  of  his  limbs 
alfo,  to  within  a  few  years  of  his  death,  who  remem¬ 
bered  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards  into  thofe  parts* 
and  confequently  muff  have  been  rather  over  than 
under  two  hundred  years  old.  We  have  this  ac¬ 
count  indeed  from  the  Indians  %  but  this  does  not  at 
all  leffen  its  credibility,  for  they  are  people  of  fuch 
veracity,  as  not  to  have  any  word  in  their  language 
which  fignifies  a  lie,  and  finding  themfelves  often 
irnpofed  upon  by  the  Europeans ,  fince  they  came  to 
have  an  intercourfe  with  them,  they  have  introduced  a 
very  fingular  phrafe,  to  exprefs  at  once  their  concep¬ 
tion,  and  their  contempt,  of  falfhood  $  for  when  they 
have  detected  a  man  in  telling  untruths,  they  fay, 
that  fuch  a  one  mifufes  Speech.  They  mean  by  this, 
that  he  profti  tutes  the  faculty  God  has  given  him  of 
exprefling  things  as  they  are,  by  exprefling  them  as 
they  are  not,  and  confequently  I  think  the  relations 


1  Our  author  had  this  from  a  gentleman  of  Saltzburgh ,  who 
went  over  to  thefe  countries. 

B  2  of 
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ot  fuch  people  may  be  fafcly  depended  upon  ;  nor 
fhould  I  fcruple  to  pay  the  fame  faith  to  their  traditi¬ 
ons,  as  to  fads,  that  I  would  even  to  the  bed  hiftories. 

But  for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  prefer  the  writings 
of  the  antients,  to  all  other  authorities,  I  fhall  take 
notice  of  the  iiland  of  Cea,  one  of  the  Cyclades ,  now 
called  Zia,  the  air  of  which  was  fo  Wholefome,  that 
it  was  in  danger  of  being  over  peopled  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  as  Strabo  tells  us,  the  inhabitants  had  a  law 
amongft  them,  that  fuch  as  had  furvived  the  age  of 
three  fcore,  were  obliged  to  drink  hemlock  juice  to 
deftroy  themfelvesk.  The  material  part  of  this 
ft  range  ftory  is  confirmed  to  us  by  what  we  find  re¬ 
lated  in  other  antient  authors,  particularly  Hera- 
elides ,  and  Milan,  whofe  authorities  are  cited  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page  K  But  from  comparing  thefe 

together. 


k  Strabo ,  lib.  x.  p.  335.  “A  law  Teems  to  have  been  efta- 
“  bliihed  amongft  this  people,  which  the  comic  poet  Menander 
applauds  in  the  following  lines  : 

“  The  Cean  laws  a  right  deciiion  give, 

“  Who  can’t  live  happy,  fhall  no  longer  live. 

"  By  their  conftitution  it  Teems,  that  fuch  as  out -lived  Tixty, 
“  were  obliged  to  drink  the  juice  of  hemlock,  that  thofe  they 
“  left  behind  them  might  not  be  ftraitned  for  provifions.”  Such 
were  the  fentiments  of  this  learned  hiftorian,  who,  notwith- 
{landing  exprefles  himfelf  with  a  great  deal  of  modefty,  and  does 
not  endeavour  to  impofe  his  own  conjecture  upon  his  readers, 
for  an  inconteftable  fadl. 

1  Heraelides  de  Politicis,  p.  m.  20.  “  So  very  wholefome  is 

the  air  of  this  iiland,  that  both  men  and  women  might  attain 

“  there 
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together,  a  doubt  arifes,  whether  this  practice  of  the 
old  people  in  Cea  was  grounded  on  an  edift  made 
by  the  government,  or  was  fimply  one  of  thofe 
cuftoms,  which  being  once  united  to  the  ideas  of 
greatnefs  of  foul,  have  almoft  the  lame  obedience 
paid  to  them  as  legal  ordinances.  The  reader  may 
have  feen  that  Strabo  imagined,  that  there  was  a  law, 
by  which  all  perfons  turned  of  three  fcore  were  com¬ 
manded  to  put  themfelves  to  death.  But  he  very 
probably  might  be  miftaken,  for  fince  the  air  of  this 
ifland  was  very  healthy,  and  the  inhabitants  long- 
lived,  the  government,  by  enabling  and  enforcing 


“  there  to  extreme  old  age  ;  but  the  latter  more  efpecially  decline 
“  this  advantage  ;  and  that  before  they  are  reached  by  age,  and 
“  its  concomitant  infirmities,  by  taking  a  draught  of  the  juice  of 
**  poppy,  or  of  hemlock,  put  an  end  to  their  lives  ”  JEtian , 
var.  hift.  lib.  iii.  cap.  37.  “  It  is  a  cuftom  amongft  the  Ceansx 
that  thofe  who  are  drawing  towards  old  age,  either  at  fome 
t(  fplendid  entertainment,  or  when  they  meet  together  at  a  fo- 
tf  lemn  facrifice,  drink  the  juice  of  hemlock,  from  a  fen fe  that 
“  they  might  otherwife  become  ufelefs  and  burthenfome  to  their 
“  country,  when  affii&ed  with  the  infirmities  incident  to  tbede- 
cline  of  life.”  It  is  a  little  drange*  that  neither  Eourneforty 
nor  other  modern  authors,  who  have  given  us  large  defcriptions 
of  the  ifland  of  Zia,  and  alftdl  to  adorn  their  writings  with  quo¬ 
tations  from  the  antients,  take  any  notice  either  of  the  prefent 
purity  of  the  air,  or  of  this  odd  cuftom  among  its  antient  inha¬ 
bitants.  Yet  in  their  writings  we  meet  with  a  kind  of  co  fir- 
mation  of  it,  fince  they  tell  us,  that  from  the  prodigious  quan¬ 
tity  of  ruins  it  plainly  appears,  that  in  old  times  this  country 
was  exceedingly  populous  ;  from  whence  it  is  aflerted,  that  this 
law  became  necelfary,  or  rather,  this  practice  came  into  ufe. 

B  3  fuch 
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fuch  a  law,  would  have  deprived  itftdf  of  feveral  vi¬ 
gorous  and  robufl  fubjedls,  who  might  be  able  to  do 
their  country  farther  fervice,  if,  as  he  fuggefts,  the 
Jaw  had  condrained  indflcriminately  all  perfons  who 
had  attained  to  the  age  of  threefcore  and  one,  to 
poifon  themfelves.  We  may  obfcrve  that  Hera * 
elides 3s  words  feem  to  imply  a  fpontaneous,  much 
rather  than  a  binding  law.  We  may  alfo  obferve, 
that  VElians  words  ckarly  intimate  decrepid  perfons, 

t 

and  not  all  fuch  as  had  attained  the  age  of  fixty-one. 
All  this  tends  very  drongly  to  refute  Strabo's  opinion. 
But  granting  it  to  be  true,  we  at  lead  might  (hew, 
that  this  edi£t  of  the  inland  of  Cea  did  not  fubfid  in 
Tiberius* s  time.  The  proof  which  Valerius  Maximus 
gives  of  this,  may  greatly  contribute  to  difeover  the 
true  date  of  the  affair  in  queftion,  for  which  reafon 
it  may  be  proper  to  weigh  well  in  this  place,  the  cir- 
cum dances  of  that  author’s  narrative. 

He  relates,  that  going  into  Afia  with  Sextuc  Pom- 
peiusmi  and  palling  by  the  city  of  Julis,  he  was 
prefen t  at  the  death  of  a  lady,  aged  about  ninety. 
She  had  declared  to  her  fuperiors,  the  reafon  which 
induced  her  to  quit  the  world ;  and  after  this,  die 


m  Valer.  Max.  Jib.  ii  cap.  6.  no.  8  in  exter.  whofe  authority 
is  the  greater,  from  his  being,  as  he  tells  us,  an  eye-witnefs.  It  is 
this  that  gives  us  certainty,  not  only  as  to  all  the  little  circum- 
Pances  attending  this  ilrange  affair  ;  but  as  to  every  word  the 
lady  is  reported  to  have  laid  ;  which  would  not  have  been  the 
cafe  if  we  had  met  with  this  in  the  ordinary  ccurfe  of  hiftory. 

prepared 
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prepared  to  fwallow  down  the  potion  ;  and  imagin¬ 
ing  that  the  prefence  of  Pompey  would  do  great  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  ceremony,  line  usoft  humbly  befought 
him  to  come  thither  on  that  occafion.  He  granted 
her  requell,  and  exhorted  her  very  eloquently,  and 
with  the  utmoft  earned nefs  to  live.  However,  this 
was  to  no  purpofe;  file  thanked  him  for  his  kind 
wifhes,  and  befought  the  gods  to  reward  him,  not  fo 
much  thofe  fhe  was  going  to,  as  thofe  fbe  was'  quit¬ 
ting.  “  I  have  hitherto,  iaid  fhe,  experienced 
“  only  the  fmiles  of.  fortune,  and  that  by  an  ill 
tc  grounded  fondnefs  for  life  I  may  not  run  the  ha- 
“  zard  of  feeing  that  goddefs  change  her  countenance 
“  towards  me,  I  voluntarily  quit  the  light,  while 
“  yet  I  take  pleafure  in  beholding  it,  leaving  be- 
“  hind  me  two  daughters,  and  feven  grand,  fons, 
€c  to  refpedt  my  memory.”  She  then  turned  about, 
to  her  family,  and  exhorted  them  to  live  in  peace 
and  unity,  and  having  recommended  the  care  of 
her  houfhold,  and  the  worfhip  of  her  domeilic  dei¬ 
ties  to  her  elder  daughter,  fhe,  with  a  heady  hand, 
took  the  glafs  that  was  filled  with  poifon.  When 
fhe  had  it  fhe  addrefied  her  prayer  to  Mercury  n,  and 

having 


n  It  deferves  tome  attention,  that  this  lady  who  thus  dif- 
pofed  of  her  own  life,  thought  it  no  crime  againft  the  Gods ;  on 
the  contrary,  Ihe  recommends  herfeif  to  the  care  of  Mercury , 
who,  fhe  hoped,  would  uiher  her  to  the  molt  delightful  part  of 
Hades ;  yet  Virgil  tells  us,  Thofe  had  but  a  bad  reception  in 
the  other  world,  who  went  thither  of  their  own  accord.  But  as 

B  4  to 
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having  be  fought  him  to  facilitate  her  paffage  to  the 
better  part  of  the  receptacle  of  departed  fpiri ts5  Hie, 
with  wonderful  alacrity,  drank  off  the  deadly 
draught.  When  this  was  done,  with  the  fame  com- 
pofure  and  fteadinefs  of  mind,  fhe  fignified  in  what 
manner  the  poifon  wrought ;  how  the  lower  parts 
of  her  body  became  coid  and  fenielefs  by  degrees, 
and  when  the  noble  parts  began  to  feel  the  in¬ 
fection,  fhe  called  her  daughter  to  do  the  laft  office, 
by  doling  her  eyes.  As  for  us,  fays  Valerius ,  who 
were  almoft  ftupified,  at  the  fight  of  fo  ft  range  a 
fpedtacle,  fhe  difmi  fifed  us  with  weeping  eyes.  For 
the  Romans  thought  compaffion  no  way  incompa¬ 
tible  with  fortitude. 

...  .*■ 

The  fame  author  acquaints  us,  that  what  was  in 
fome  meafure  an  eifeCt  of  neceffity  at  Cea,  became 
from  other  reafons  a  cuftom  at  TZLarfeilles0  ,  where, 
as  he  delivers  to  us,  from  his  own  knowledge,  the 
magiftrates  kept  conftantly  in  their  own  cuftody,  an 
efficacious  poifon,  which  none  were  allowed  to  ufe, 
till,  by  a  memorial  fetting  forth  the  reafons  which  in¬ 
clined  them  to  quit  the  world,  they  obtained  the 
permifiion  of  the  fenate  of  this  city,  which  con¬ 
fided  of  fix  hundred,  to  make  ufe  of  this  method  of 
leaving  the  light  of  the  fun  behind  them.  Upon 


to  chriilians  the  law  is  clear,  we  are  to  preferve  life,  becaufe  it 
is  the  gift  of  God,  and  we  can  never  think  it  infupportable, 
’till  he  is  pleafed  to  take  it  from  us. 

0  Id.  ibid.  V 

their 
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their  prefenting  fuch  a  petition,  the  fenate  examined 
their  reafons,  with  fuch  an  equal  temper  or  medium, 
as  neither  indulged  a  rafh  pafiion  for  dying,  or  op- 
po fed  a  juft  defire  of  quitting  this  earthly  ftage  ; 
whether  fuch  perfons  wanted  to  free  themfelves  from 
the  perfecutions  of  ill  fortune,  or  were  not  willing 
to  run  the  hazard  of  lofing,  in  cafe  they  had  en¬ 
joyed  them,  good  Fortune9 s  fmiles.  Such  was  this 
fenate’s  rule  *,  they  did  not  pretend  to  conftrain  any 
perfon  topoifon  themfelves,  but  then  they  gave  them 
the  liberty  to  do  this,  if  they  would,  whenever  they 
judged  it  proper.  Confequently,  no  one  could  kill 
himfelf  in  due  form,  and  according  to  law,  in  thofe 
days  at  Marfeilles ,  unlefs  the  government  had  firfl 
permitted  him  by  a  public  approbation,  founded  on 
the  perufal  and  ferious  confideration  of  the  motives 
inducing  him  to  fuch  an  adlion.  If  this  was  a  pro¬ 
per  place,  many  curious  remarks  might  be  made 
upon  this  cuflom  ;  but  it  is  more  to  our  purpofe  to 
fnew  what  relation  it  bears  to  the  fubjedt  we  are 
treating. 

We  find,  that  in  almoft  all  ages  and  countries, 
a  fpirit  of  difpair  and  diflfatisfadtion  has  more  or 
lefs  prevailed,  and  taught  people  to  anticipate  what 
others  think  comes  too  foon  of  itfelf.  To  thefe  furious 
and  frantic  mortals  there  are  roads  enough  open  to 
efcape  from  life ;  and  fhall  we  believe,  that  there  are 
none  by  which  we  may  avoid  death  for  a  time  ? 
To  defire  this,  flows  from  a  principle  of  nature ;  to 

feek 
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feek  diflolution,  is  the  effedls  of  a  depravity  of  rea- 
fon.  What  is  of  no  value  is  in  every  body’s  way  ; 
the  mod  contemptible  fool,  the  lunatic  fartheft  out 
of  the  reach  of  cure,  the  malefactor  whom  a  fenfe 
oi  his  crimes,  or  the  fears  of  pun i foment  have  driven 
to  the  brink  of  d  id  radii  on  ;  all  have  this  remedy  in 
their  power,  and  may  fly  to  death  when  they  will  p. 

But 


r  Our  author,  in  fome  refpedts,  referobles  Seneca  ;  he ‘juft 
flafhes  a  hint,  and  leaves  his  reader  to  convince  himfelf  by  re¬ 
flexion.  There  are  many  ways  to  die,  and  thefe  are  in  the  power 
of  all.  But  how  does  this  prove,  that  the  continuance  of  life  is 
fo  great  a  bleffing?  Becaufe,  as  he  gives  us  to  underhand,  nature 
is  not  lavifh  of  her  more  precious  gifts.  It  is  in  every  man’s 
power  to  gratify  his  fenfes,  and  fo  lead  the  life  of  a  voluptuary, 
but  to  arrive  at  virtue  and  vvifdom  is  not  a  thing  of  fuch  facility. 
We  have  indeed  the  means  of  doing  this,  but  reafoning,  atten¬ 
tion,  circumfpedlion,  muft  be  employed,  in  order  to  compafs  this 
end.  It  is  not  poffible  to  conceive  an  idea  of  excellence  attainable 
without  aXion  and  perfeverance  ;  and  therefore,  whatever  can  be 
fo  eafily  attained,  has  not  any  title  to  excellence. The  rage  of  dy¬ 
ing  feems  as  much  a  kind  of  madnefs,  as  the  deiire  of  living,  when 
the  will  of  God  is  otherwife,  is  a  weaknefs.  But  common -fenfe 
teaches  us,  that  long  life  is  a  bleffing,  and  revelation  propofes  it 
as  a  reward.  Abraham ,  lfaac ,  and  Jacob ,  lived  long  ;  the  en- 
creafe  of  Job's  days  is  attributed  to  a  fpecial  providence  ;  Solomon 
was  promifed  long  life  on  certain  terms  j  Hezechiab  was  reprieved 
for  fifteen  years,  in  regard  to  his  piety ;  and  the  good  deeds  of 
Tobias  and  f ‘obit  lengthened  their  days.  Under  the  chriftian  difpenfa- 
tion  it  may  be  obferved,  that  eternal  happinefs  is  fignified  by  the 
phrafe  of  life,  and  eternal  mifery  is  itiled  death  ;  the  apoflles  and 
difciples  of  J  efus  were  jealous  of  hispromife  to  John,  fufpeXing  it 
to  be  an  exceeding  long  life  ;  and  indeed  this  favourite  apoftle 

aXually 
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But  one  would  imagine  that  to  extend  the  thread  of 
life,  to  protract  our  journey  to  the  grave,  and  in- 
fread  of  a  fhorr  winter  night,  to  fubftitute  a  long 
fummer’s  evening,  to  the  day  of  our  exiftence  here, 
is  not  fo  eafy.  We  ought  from  hence  to  think  it 
deferves  our  regard  the  more,  fince  the  difcovery 
would  be  furprizing,  and  not  only  prolong  our 
days,  but  immortalize  our  memories.  We  hear  in¬ 
deed  many  make  flight  of  this,  but  it  arifes  from  a 
falfe  magnanimity,  from  a  fond  and  foolifh  notion 
of  (hewing  a  contempt  for  that,  which  at  the  bottom 
is  deareft  to  us  all.  Befides,  in  full  health  we  are 
apt  to  deceive  ourfelves,  and  to  fancy  fuch  ref. arches 
not  vain  only,  but  needlefs  ;  we  are  then  in  the  pur- - 
Lit  of  pleafure;  but  v/hen  we  can  proceed  no  far¬ 
ther,  when  we  are  far  advanced  in  years,  or  the 
vigour  of  our  age  is  haftily  fpent,  we  are  too  apt 
to  reflect  and  to  regret  ;  we  languifh  then  for  what 
ought  to  have  occupied  our  cares  before,  and  with 
to  continue  drinking,  though  it  be  but  the  dregs 
of  life,  and  thofe  imbittered  too,  with  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  draughts  that  had  a  higher  relifh.  Let  us 
own  then,  that  it  would  be  both  wifer  and  better 
to  fift  this  queftion  in  due  time,  while  we  have  yet 
abilities  fufficient  to  difcover  what  are  the  rules  re- 
quifite  to  the  prefervation  of  life,  and  (Length 


actually  enjoyed  a  very  ferene  and  chearful  old  age,  having  fur- 
vived  his  companions,  and  the  firft  perfections  of  the  church, 
in  which  moil  of  them  fell. 


enough 
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enough  to  come  up  to  thofe  rules,  and  thereby  avoid 
thofe  evils  that  make  even  life  itfelf  a  burthen  ^ 
The  owner  of  a  houfe  well  fnuated,  elegantly  fur- 
nidied,  and  affording  variety  of  profpedts,  that 
pleafe  the  eye,  and  chear  the  mind,  is  always  in¬ 
tent  upon  keeping  it  in  repair,  and  does  not  put  off 
or  delay  fending  for  mafons  and  carpenters,  till  it  is 
on  the  very  point  of  tumbling  about  his  ears.  He 
knows  that  all  things  will  decay  in  time,  but  he 
knows  that  induflry  and  art  may  make  it  a  long 
time  firff,  and  therefore  by  wife  precautions  he 
ffrengthens  one  weak  place,  fupports  another,  and 
removes  that  prefTure  that  might  endanger  a  third ; 
by  this  means,  with  little  labour,  and  without  any 


*5  This  is  a  very  judicious  and  feafonable  admonition.  It  is  in 
the  flower  of  one’s  age  that  thofe  precautions  muft  be  taken,  that 
keep  off  the  infirmities  which  ufualiy  attend  us  in  our  advanced 
years;  for  if  we  flay  till  we  begin  to  feel  fuch  infirmities,  we 
have  loft  the  feafon  of  preventing,  and  are  fallen  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  having  recourfe  to  the  phyfician,  whofe  remedies  may  in¬ 
deed  relieve  fome  of  the  fymptoms  for  a  fhort  time,  but  can  never 
defend  us  long,  from  thofe  incommodities,  that  attend  a  fecond 
childhood.  Our  author’s  fimilitude  is  a  very  good  one,  and  may 
ferve  to  teach  us,  that  it  is  too  late  to  think  of  preferving  our 
eyes,  our  teeth,  or  the  fenfe  of  hearing,  when  they  begin  to  he 
impaired  ;  we  fhould  rather  inquire  how  this  may  be  done,  while 
the  organs  are  perfe&ly  found,  becaufe  to  preferve  a  thing  as  it 
is,  implies  a  co-operation  with  nature;  but  to  reftore  what  is 
perifhed  or  decayed,  is  fometimes  beyond  her  power,  and  fre¬ 
quently  beyond  ours.  There  is  nothing  furprizing  in  this  rule  ; 
but  we  muft  remember,  the  plaineft  truths  are  the  moft  ufeful. 

clutter. 
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clutter,  he  keeps  things  in  tolerable  order,  and  lives 
in  it  with  eafe  and  decency,  till  fuch  time  as  his  leafe 
expires,  and  even  then  quits  his  tenement  in  no 
rotten  or  defpicable  condition. 

It  may  perhaps,  notwithflanding  all  I  have  laid, 
be  fuggefted,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  which  con- 
cerned  mankind  in  general  fo  much,  and  in  which 
every  man  would  naturally  think  himfelf  fo  highly 
interefled,  if  the  thing  were  at  all  poflible,  this  art 
muft  have  been  long  ago  found  out,  efpecially, 
fince  in  all  ages  there  have  been  a  race  of  men,  viz. 
phyficians,  whofe  bufinefs  it  particularly  was,  to  flu- 
dy  fuch  difcoveries.  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  fuch 
prejudices  as  thefe,  are  the  greatefl  bars  to  icience; 
that  many  ufeful  arts  are  but  of  late  invention  *,  and 
that  if  this  was  difcovered  heretofore,  it  might  be 
concealed  from  poflerity  for  many  political  reafons. 
But  befides,  the  fad:  is  quite  the  contrary;  this  art 
was  fludioufly  fought  by  the  antients,  and  fome  of 
them  are  faid  to  have  difcovered  it.  Afclepiades  the 
Perfian ,  whom  I  have  mentioned  already,  was  wont 
to  declare,  he  looked  upon  a  phyfician  as  ignorant 
of  his  profedion,  who  could  not  defend  himfelf 
from  difeafes ;  and  this  notion  he  fupported  by  his 
own  example,  having  lived  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  health  150  years,  and  was  then  unfortunately 
killed  by  a  fall  down  flairs r.  Mithridates ,  king  of 
Pontus,  pretended  alfo  to  this  fee  ret,  and  fo  did 

1  Sab.  bei.  lib.  x.  c.  8.  p.  69. 
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many  others.  But  the  bed  anfwer  that  can  be  given 
to  all  leruples  of  this  kind,  may  be  found  in  the 
following  pafifage  from  the  learned  Bacon,  a  fa¬ 
mous  Englifh  monk,  who  lived  in  the  13th  century, 
who  difcourles  thus  upon  the  fubjedt. 


<c  That  it  is  poffible  to  prolong  life.  Jays  bey 
<c  may  be  thus  made  evident.  By  nature  man  is 
“  immortal,  that  is  to  fay,  was  fo  formed  origi- 
“  nally,  as  that  he  might  have  efcaped  dying  *,  and, 
even  after  he  had  finned,  he  could  live  a  thou- 
fit  fand  years  ;  in  procefs  of  time,  by  little  and  little, 
<c  the  length  of  his  life  was  abbreviated.  Therefore 
“  it  muft  needs  be,  that  this  abbreviation  is  acciden- 
tai,  and  may  confequently  be  either  wholly  re~ 
“  paired,  or  at  lead  in  part.  For  if  we  would  but 

<c  make  enquiry  into  the  accidental  caufe  of  this  cor- 

* 

“  ruption,  we  mould  find  it,  neither  from  heaven, 
<c  nor  from  ought  but  want  of  a  regimen  of  health. 

For  in  as  much,  as  the  fathers  are  corrupt,  they 
“  beget  children  of  a  corrupt  complexion  and  com- 
“  pofition  ;  and  their  children,  from  the  fame  caufe, 
tc  are  corrupt  themfelves,  and  fo  corruption  is  de- 
<c  rived  from  father  to  fon,  till  abbreviation  of  life 
<c  prevails  by  fucceflion.  Yet  for  all  this,  it  does 
tc  not  follow,  that  it  (hall  always  be  cut  fhorter  and 
4<  fhorter,  becaufe  a  term  is  a  fet  in  human  kind, 
cc  that  men  fhould  at  the  mod  of  their  years,  arrive 
66  at  fourfcore  ;  but  more  is  their  regimen,  which 
66  confids  in  thefe  things,  meat  and  drink,  deep  and 

“  waking, 
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44  waking,  motion  and  reft,  evacuation  and  reten- 
“  tion,  air,  and  the  paffions  of  the  mind.  For  if  a 
44  man  would  obferve  this  regimen  from  his  nati- 
44  vity,  hp  might  live  as  long  as  his  nature  affumed 
44  from  his  parents  would  permit,  and  might  be  led 
44  to  the  utmoft  term  of  nature,  lapfed  from  original 
44  riahteoufnefs  ;  which  term  neverthelefs  he  could 
44  not  pafs ;  becaule  this  regimen  does  not  avail  in 
44  the  leaft  againft  the  old  corruption  of  our  parents. 
44  Bat  it  being  in  a  manner  impoffible,  that  a  man 
44  fhould  be  fo  governed  in  the  mediocrity  of  thefe 
44  things,  as  this  regimen  of  health  requires,  it  muft 
44  of  neceffity  be,  that  abbreviation  of  life  came  from 
44  this  caufe,  and  not  only  from  the  corruption  of 
44  our  parents. 

44  Now  the  art  of  phyfic  determines  this  regimen 
44  fufficiently.  But  we  find  not  either  rich  or  poor, 
44  either  wife  men  or  fools,  or  phyficians  them- 
44  felves,  how  fkillful  foever,  are  able  to  perfect  this 
44  regimen,  either  in  themfelves,  or  others,  as  is 
44  clear  to  every  man.  But  nature  is  not  deficient  in 
44  neceftaries,  nor  is  arccompleat;  yea,  it  is  able 
41  to  refill  and  break  through  all  accidental  pafiions, 
44  fo  as  they  may  be  deftroyed,  either  altogether,  or 
44  in  part.  And  in  the  beginning,  when  men’s  age 
44  began  to  decline,  the  remedy  had  been  eafy ;  but 
44  now,  after  more  than  five  thoufand  years,  it  is 
44  difficult  to  afiign  a  remedy. 


44  Neve 
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“  Nevertheless,  wife  men  being  moved  from 
“  the  aforefaid  confiderations,  have  endeavoured  to 
“  think  of  fome  ways,  not  only  againft  the  defedt  of 
“  every  man’s  proper  regimen,  but  againft  the  cor- 
“  ruption  of  our  parents.  Not  that  a  man  can  be 
“  preferved  to  the  life  of  Adam ,  or  Artephlus ,  be- 
<c  caufe  of  prevailing  corruption  :  But,  that  life  may 
<c  be  prolonged  a  century  of  years,  or  more,  beyond 
“  the  common  age  of  men  now  living,  in  that  the 
tc  infirmities  of  old  age  might  be  retarded  ;  and  if 
<c  they  could  not  altogether  be  hindered,  they  might 
“  be  mitigated,  that  life  might  ufefully  be  pro- 
<c  longed,  yet  always  on  this  fide,  the  utmofi:  term 
“  of  nature.  For  the  utmofi  term  of  nature  is,  that 
<c  which  was  placed  in  the  firft  man  after  fin,  and 
<c  there  is  another  term  from  the  corruption  of  every 
“  one’s  own  parents. 

<c  It  is  no  man’s  lot  to  pafs  beyond  both  thefe 
<c  terms,  but  one  may  very  pofllbly  overcome  ‘the 
“  term  of  his  proper  corruption.  Nor  yet  do  I  be- 

lieve  that  any  man,  how  wife  foever,  can  attain 
“  the  firft  term,  though  there  be  the  fame  pofiibi- 
<c  lity  and  aptitude  of  human  nature,  to  that  term 
“  which  was  in  the  firft  man.  Nor  is  it  a  wonder, 
cc  fince  this  aptitude  extends  itfelf  to  immortality,  as 
“  it  was  before  fin,  and  will  be  after  the  refurredlion. 

“  But  if  you  fay,  that  neither  Arijiotle ,  nor  Plato , 

6t  nor  Hippocrates ,  nor  Galen ,  arrived  at  fuch  pro- 
cc  longation  :  I  anfwer  you,  nor  at  many  mean 

“  truths. 
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«  truths,  which  were  after  known  to  other  ftudents ; 
«  and  therefore  they  might  be  ignorant  of  thefe 
«  great  things,  although  they  made  their  attempt. 
“  But  they  bufied  themfelves  too  much  in  other 
“  things* *  and  they  were  quickly  brought  to  old 
«  age,  while  they  fpent  their  lives  in  worfe  and 
“  common  things*  before  they  perceived  the  ways 
«  to  the  greateft  of  fecrets.  For  we  know  that 
cc  Ariftotle  faith  in  his  predicaments,  that  the  qua- 
<c  drature  of  the  circle  is  poffible*  but  not  then 
“  known.  And  he  con  fe  fifes,  that  all  men  were  ig- 
<c  norant  of  it  even  to  his  time.  But  we  know, 
£C  that  in  thefe,  our  days,  this  truth  is  known  ; 

and  therefore,  well  might  Arifiotle  be  ignorant  of 
“  far  deeper  fecrets  of  nature.  Now  alfo,  wife  men 
“  are  ignorant  of  many  things,  which  in  time  to 
“  come,  every  common  ftudent  fhall  know.  There- 

fore,  this  objection  is  every  way  vain5. 35 

Such  were  the  fentiments  of  this  very  great  and 
very  knowing  man,  in  times  of  the  deeped  igno¬ 
rance  and  darkeft  obfcurity  ;  and  fo  thoroughly  was 
he  fixed  in  thefe  notions,  and  had  attained  fo  many 
lights  from  the  ftudy  of  the  Arabian  writers,  or 
rather  of  the  Greek  phyficians  labours,  digefted  into 
the  language  of  that  nation,  that  he  afterwards 
wrote  an  exprefs  treatife  on  this  fubjedt1,  of  which 
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I  (hall  haVe  frequent  occafion  to  fpeak,  and  therein 
fuggefted  many  admirable  precautions  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  life,  and  avoiding  the  infirmities  of  old 
age.  It  is  then  certain,  at  leaft*  that  we  are  not 
purfuing  a  fhadow,  or  engaged  in  a  clofe  fearch 
after  an  empty  chimera  5  there  may  be  fuch  a  thing 
as  the  art  we  would  reach,  and  it  is  not  impoffible* 
that  the  method  fuggefted  to  us  by  the  Roman  in- 
fcription,  may  be  the  great  fecret.  In  order  to  dif- 
cern  the  truth  of  this,  or  to  fpeak  more  corredtly, 
in  order  to  difcover  how  much  of  truth  there  is  in  it, 
we  ought  firft  of  ail  to  examine  carefully  the  nature 
of  human  breath,  what  force  it  has,  and  what 
mighty  feats  may  be  expected  from  it,  fince  the  in¬ 
fer  iption  tell  us,  the  long-lived  Hermippus  owed  his 
vivacity  to  the  nourifhment  he  received  from  the 
breath  of  girls,  or  if  we  take  in  the  various  read¬ 
ings  of  the  infeription  to  the  breath  of  young  people 
of  either,  or  of  both  fexes. 

In  order  to  come  to  a  thorough  knowlege  of  this 
matter,  we  mu  ft  conftder  firft  what  the  breath  is, 
and  we  fball  foon  learn,  that  as  man  lives  by  breath, 
fo  that  breath  is  nothing  more  than  air  drawn  in,  and 
after  pafting  through  the  lungs,  thrown  off  again, 
that  we  may  draw  in  freffr.  I  do  not  tye  myfelf 
here  to  phyfical  terms,  or  affedfc  a  technical  manner 
of  fpeaking  j  the  fubject  on  which  I  write,  is  of  ge¬ 
neral  concern,  and  I  would  therefore  exprefs  myfelf 
in  a  language  that  may  be  generally  underftood. 

This 
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This  air,  when  received  into  our  bodies,  according 
to  Tome  phyficians,  nourifhes  the  lamp  of  life ;  but 
according  to  all,  caufes  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
and  other  juices,  upon  which,  health  and  life  de¬ 
pend.  On  the  other  fide,  the  air  that  we  refpire, 
and  which  we  commonly  call  the  breath,  muff,  by 
palling  through  the  lungs,  be  ftrongly  tindtured 
with  the  particles  of  that  body,  through  which  it 
has  palTed,  and  when  it  mixes  again  with  the  at- 
mofphere,  muft  communicate  certain  qualities  which 
the  air  had  not  before.  This  is  fo  reafonable,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  felf-evident,  that  I  think  it  can¬ 
not  be  denied.  From  hence  it  follows,  that  where 
there  are  many  people  in  one  room,  the  air  that  is 
common  to  them  all,  mull  be  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  their  breath.  If  therefore  an  old  man  be  for 
many  hours  furrounded  with  young  people,  we  can¬ 
not  help  perceiving,  that  he  muft  take  in  a  great 
quantity  of  that  air  which  they  have  refpired,  and 
which  confequently  muft  be  loaded  with  thofe  par¬ 
ticles  which  it  carried  off  in  palling  through  their 
lungs. 

T  o  judge  the  better  of  this  matter,  let  us  conlider 
firft  the  adcion  of  odours  in  general  upon  the  human 
body,  and  with  regard  to  this,  a  very  cautious  wri¬ 
ter,  the  Hippocrates  of  our  age,  and  who  will  be 
efteemed  the  father  of  modern  phyfic  by  pofterity, 
after  having  explained  wherein  the  odour  of  plants 
eonfifts,  and  how  exhaled,  he  then  difcourfes  thus, 

C  2  65  Hence 
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44  Hence  we  may  underdand,  that  the  various,  pe~ 
41  culiar,  and  often  furprizing  virtue  of  plants,  may 
44  be  widely  diffufed  through  the  air,  and  carried  to 
cc  a  vad  didance  by  the  winds,  fo  that  we  mud  not 
44  prefently  account  as  fables,  what  we  find  related 
44  in  the  hidory  of  plants,  concerning  the  furprizing 

44  effects  of  effluvia.  The  fhade  of  the  walnut  gives 

• 

44  the  head-ach,  and  makes  the  body  codive.  The 
44  effluvia  of  the  poppy  procure  deep.  The  va- 
44  pour  of  the  yew  is  reputed  mortal  to  thofe  who 
44  deep  under  it  ;  and  the  fmell  of  bean  bloffloms,  if 
44  long  continued,  diforders  the  fenfes.  The  drong 
44  action  of  the  fun  upon  plants,  certainly  raifes  at- 
*£  mofpheres  of  great  efficacy,  by  means  of  the  dpi- 
44  rits  it  diffufes;  and  the  motions  of  the  winds  carry 
44  them  to  a  great  didance.  The  dark  fhades  of 
44  thick  woods,  where  vapours  are  contracted,  occa- 
44  fion  various  difeafes,  and  often  death  to  thofe  who 
44  re  fide  among  them,  as  appears  by  melancholy 
44  examples  in  America ,  which  abounds  with  poi- 
44  fonous  trees.  For  this  fpirit  of  plants,  is  a  thing 
44  peculiar  to  each  fpecies,  abfolutely  inimitable,  not 
46  producible  by  art.  It  has,  therefore,  virtues  pe- 
64  culiar  to  itfelf,  but  fuch  as  are  drangely  agreeable 
44  to  the  human  fpiritsV5 

If  the  fmell  of  vegitables  have  fuch  high  effects, 
.much  dronger  furely  may  be  expected  from  animal 


u 


Bcerhaav,  Elementa  Chemise. 


odours ; 


The  Sage’j  TRIUMPH,  37 

odours  ;  and  as  to  the  effe&s  of  human  breath,  vve 
know  from  experience  that  they  are  very  extraordi¬ 
nary.  It  is  generally  thought,  that  in  the  cafe  of 
epidemic  difeafes,  the  infedlion  is  propagated  by  the 
breath  w,  and  it  is  fa  id  to  have  been  the  pradlice  t  f 
wicked  nurfes  in  the  time  of  the  plague,  to  catch 
the  dying  breath  of  their  departing  patients 
in  lawn  handkerchiefs,  for  the  very  word:  of  prac¬ 
tices  ;  and  if  human  breath  when  fetid  and  corrupt, 
is  fo  potent,  why  fhould  we  conceive  it  void  of 
efficacy,  when  perfons  are  in  the  freed  (late  of 
health  ?  Every  body  knows  how  grateful  and 
refrefhing  we  difcern  the  breath  of  cows  to  be, 
which  is  thence  fuppofed,  exceedingly  wholefome  ; 
and  as  the  fragrancy  of  young  peoples  breath,  who 
are  brought  up  under  a  proper  regimen,  falls  little 
fhort  of  this,  one  may  very  reafonably  fuppofe,  that 
it  partakes  of  the  fame  vertues. 

Now  to  apply  thefe  principles  to  the  matter  at 
prefent  under  our  examination.  It  is,  I  think,  al¬ 
lowed  by  fuch  as  are  bed  acquainted  with  the  fe- 
crets  of  nature,  that  there  is  a  very  brifk  and  lively 
motion  in  the  blood  of  young  people  ;  to  which, 
according  to  the  laws  of  animal  oeconomy,  health, 
vigour  and  growth,  are  attributed.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  decay  of  this  lively  motion,  and  in  confe- 
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quence  thereof,  a  fluggifh  circulation,  which  by  de¬ 
grees  ceafes  altogether  in  the  fined  and  1  mailed  vef- 
fels,  is  held  to  be  the  principal  caufe  of  the  diffnefs 
in  the  mufcles,  which  creates  that  wrearinefs  and  want 
of  force,  that  is  the  great  incommodity  of  old  age. 
There  fecms  therefore,  to  be  nothing  drained  or  ab- 
furd,  in  conceiving  that  the  warm,  adive,  and  bal- 
famic  particles  thrown  off  by  the  lungs  of  young 
people  into  the  air,  which  they  refpire,  may  give  it 
inch  a  quality,  as  when  fucked  in  again  by  a  perfon 
in  years,  fhall  communicate  an  extraordinary  force 
to  the  circulating  humours  in  his  body,  and  fa 
quicken  and  enliven  them,  as  to  beftow  a  kind  of 
rededive  youthfulnefs,  which,  by  condant  repetition, 
may  for  many  years  keep  off  and  delay  thofe  infir¬ 
mities,  to  which  people  of  the  fame  age  are  gene¬ 
rally  lubjed.  The  more  we  confider  this  dodrine, 
the  greater  care  we  take  in  comparing  caufes  and 
effeds  of  the  like  nature,  and  the  clofer  we  attend 
to  fuch  experiments  as  feem  fitted  for  the  clearing 
up  of  this  matter,  the  more  we  fhall  be  fatisfied  of 
the  truth  of  this  conjedure,  and  the  more  credible 
this  invention  of  Hermippus  will  appear. 

1  am  very  fenfible,  that  there  are  mawy  vain,  ill- 
grounded,  and  fantadic  notions  that  prevail  among 
idle  people,  in  relation  to  the  breath;  fome  have 
fancied  that  forcerers  have  a  power  of  fafeinating 
therewith,  fuch  as  they  breath  upon,  and  therefore,  in 
many  of  the  books  which  treat  of  witchcraft,  this  is 

ufually 
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ufually  thrown  in  as  a  circumftance  ;  neither  is  it  a 
new,  but  an  x  old  piece  of  fuperffition,  which  had 
fubfifted  in  the  world  many  hundred  years  before 
the  late  affair  in  France ,  where  Mifs  Cadiere  attri¬ 
butes  her  poffeffion,  to  the  breath  of  the  pricfU. 
We  are  likewife  told  of  nations  in  the  Indies ,  who 
cure  all  difeafes  by  breathing  on  fuch  as  are  affedted 
with  them  •,  but  this  ought  to  be  no  more  regarded 
than  what  we  meet  with  in  Pliny ,  of  another  Indian 
nation,  who  lived  towards  the  fources  of  the  Ganges , 
who  have  no  mouths,  and  who  are  nourifhud  by 
fweet  favours2.  Thefe  are  either  abfolute  fi&ions, 
or  allegorical  accounts,  which  at  this  diflance  of 
time,  and  perhaps,  when  Pliny  himfelf  wrote  them, 
were  not  underftood.  He  gathered  moft  of  his 
fads  from  the  Greek  writers,  and  they  frequently 
difguifed,  as  they  fometimes  fal filled  their  narra¬ 
tions.  But  thefe  fidions,  which  every  body  can  dis¬ 
cern,  ought  not  to  prejudice  matters  of  fad,  of  the 
truth  of  which,  any  candid  enquirer  may  be  fatisfied. 

There  are  in  Spain ,  a  race  of  people,  or  as  fame 
writers  fay,  an  order  of  knighthood,  (bled  Saluta - 


x  Pfellus  de  daemon. 

y  See  the  feveral  fa£tums  in  that  famous  caufe,  in  which  this 

f 

bufinefs  of  fafcinating  by  the  breath  is  largely  treated. 

z  Plin,  Hiftor.  Natural,  lib.  vii.  c.  2.  Csel.  Rhod.  Antiq.  Left, 
lib.  xiv.  c.  21.  The  name  given  to  this  nation  by  thefe 
authors,  is  the  aftomes. 

C  4  dores9 
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f lores ,  who  pretend  to  cure  wounds  by  breathing  on 
the  patient,  and  repeating  certain  prayers,  which 

they  affirm  were  taught  by  St.  Elmo a.  The  church 

of 


a  Delrio  Magic.  Dilquifit.  v.  ii.  p.  iii. 

Our  author  fiates  this  matter  very  truly  from  the  writer  he 
cites,  but  having  heard  this  pafiage  complained  of  as  obfcure,  in 
the  firft  edition  of  this  piece,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  explain  it. 
Von  Antonio  de  Solis,  in  the  23d  chapter  of  the  fifth  book  of  his. 
Hiftory  of  the  Conqueil  of  Mexico ,  having  rtdated  a  remarkable 
defeat  that  Hernan  Contes  met  with,  in  which  he  received  confi- 
derable  lofs,  proceeds  thus.  “  Upon  this  occafion  they  were 
“  fenfible  of  the  lingular  gift  of  a  private  foldier,  'Juan  Catalan, , 
“  who,  without  any  other  medicine  than  a  little  oil,  and  certain 
benedidions,  cured  their  wounds  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  that  it  did 
*6  not  look  like  the  work  of  nature.  The  vulgar  call  this  kind 
“  of  furgery,  curing  by  Enjalmo ,  without  any  other  reafon  for 
it,  then  the  having  heard  fome  verfes  out  of  the  Pfalms  among 
(t  thebieffings :  a  kind  of  pradice  which  morality  does  not  always 
allow,  and  which  however  is  fometimes permitted  after  a  very 
“  ftrid  examination.  In  this  cafe  it  would  certainly  be  no  pre- 
tf‘  fumption  to  look  upon  fuch  a  marvellous  effed  as  the  work  of 
“  Heaven,  the  grace  of  healing  being  one  of  thofe  gifts  God  is 
ii  pleafed  fometimes  of  his  mere  goodnefs  to  confer  upon  man : 

Nor  is  it  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  there  ffiould  be  any  con- 
**  currence  of  the  evil  fpirit,  in  the  means  of  curing  fo  many 
Spaniards ,  when  that  enemy  was  endeavouring  at  the  fame 
time  to  deftroy  them  by  the  fuggeftions  of  his  oracles.”  He 
relate?  this  upon  the  credit  of  Bernal  Diaz  de  Cafiillo,  who  was  an 
eye-witnefs  of  the  tranfadion  ;  but  Antonio  de  Herrera ,  in  the 
5 th  chapter  of  the  9th  book,  and  2d  dccad.  of  his  General  Hiftory 
ftf  America,  affirms,  that  this  was  performed  by  Katherine  Ra~ 
driguez ,  and  he  gives  us  the  very  form  of  the  bleffing,  and  adds, 
that  ffie  never  repeated  it  above  twice  before  the  wounds  were 

healed. 
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qf  Rome  has  condemned  this  fanatical  practice,  and 
fo  do  I  *,  but  there  is  another  fomewhat  related  to 
this,  which,  whether  nature,  or  chance  firft  intro* 
duced  into  the  world,  is  uncertain,  but  which  is  not 
like  ever  to  wear  out  ;  and  that  is,  breathing  on 
people  in  a  fwoon,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  them- 
ielves,  which  is  found  to  be  very  effectual,  as  from 
natural  caufes  might  well  be  expe&ed.  Let  us  then 
in  all  cafes  of  this  nature,  diftinguifih  between  reafon, 
and  report  •,  vulgar  opinion,  and  the  fenfe  of  capa¬ 
ble  judges ;  the  practices  of  mountebanks  and  de¬ 
ceivers,  and  deductions  from  phyfical  principles,  by 
men  of  learning  and  found  fenfe.  I  do  not,  however, 
deny,  that  popular  remedies  have  found  admittance 
into  phyfic,  and  ought  there  to  be  retained;  for,  in 
that  as  well  as  in  chemiftry,  the  effedls  of  medicines 
are  confidered  as  experiments,  upon  which  wife  men 
reafon,  and  afiign  the  ufes,  though  there  might  be 
another  fort  of  people  who  fir  ft  found  them  out ;  it  is 
one  thing  to  prefcribe  rationally,  and  another  to  be 
lucky  in  cures.  Hoffman  and  Boerhaave ,  are  the 
moft  different  people  in  the  world  from  Paracelfus 
and  Van  Helmont ,  who  yet,  were  very  extraordinary 
men  in  their  way. 

healed.  Another  writer  reconciles  thefe  two  authors,  bv  aiuirine 
us,  that  Juan  Catalan  prefcribed  the  manner  of  curing,  and  that 
Katherine  Rodriguez  performed  it,  being  efteemed  a  woman  of 
great  virtue  and  piety,  which  makes  this  iiory  much  for  our  au¬ 
thor’s  purpofe. 
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I  do  not  imagine  that  Hermippus ,  by  reafoning. 
Found  out  this  remedy  againfi:  old  age  ;  I  am  inclined 
rather  to  think,  it  found  out  him,  that  is  to  fay,  by 
vigorous  effects,  he  was  led  to  the  caufe,  and  by 
feeling  himfelf,  revived  by  this  medicine,  taught 
the  knowledge  and  efficacy  of  it.  If  one  was  dif- 
pofed  to  purfue  the  method  of  the  antients,  and  to 
drefs  up  this  ftory  in  the  garb  which  Plato  would 

have  given  it,  one  might  relate  it  thus. 

:: 

When  the  blooming  T hyjbe ,  whom  the  graces 
adorn,  and  the  mufes  inftrudt,  converfes  with  the 
good  old  Hermippus ,  her  youth  invigorates  his  age, 
and  the  bride  flame  that  warms  her  heart,  communi¬ 
cates  its  heat  to  his,  fo  often  as  the  lovely  virgin 
breaths,  the  kindly  vapours  fly  off  full  of  the  lively 
(pints  that  fwim  in  her  purple  veins  ;  thefe  old  Her - 
wippus  greedily  drinks  in,  and  as  fpirits  quickly 
attract  fpirits,  fo  they  are  prefently  mingled  with  the 
blood  of  the  old  man.  Thus  the  vapour,  which 
but  a  moment  before  was  expelled  by  the  brifk  beat¬ 
ing  of  the  heart  of ! Thyjbe ,  fs  communicated  by  the 
?eiher  to  Hermippus ,  and  paffing  through  his  hearrs 
iferves  to  invigorate  his  blood,  fo  that  aim  oft  with¬ 
out  a  metaphor,  we  may  fay,  the  fpirits  of  thyjbe 
give  life  to  Hermippus.  For,  what  is  there  more  eafy 
to  apprehend,  than  that  the  a£tive  fpirits  of  this, 
brifk  and  blooming  maid,  fhould,  when  received 
from  the  air,  thaw  the  frozen  juices  of  her  aged 
friend,  and  thereby  give  them  a  new  force,  and  a 

freer 
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freer  paffage  ;  and  thus  Hermippus  poffefiing  at  once 
the  (Ireneth  his  nature  retains,  and  borrowing  frefli 
fpirits  from  the  lovely  Thyjbe ,  what  wonder  that  he, 
who  enjoys  two  forts  of  life,  Ihould  live  twice  as 
long  as  another  man  ? 

Such  had  been  its  appearance,  if  we  had  derived 
this  fad  from  a  Grecian  fage,  and  then  perhaps,  it  had 
been  honoured  with  numerous  commentaries,  and  la¬ 
boured  explications.  But  the  Romans  were  a  graver 
people,  they  contented  themfelves  with  delivering 
truth  in  rhe  language  of  truth,  and  thought,  that 
like  ail  great  beauties,  fhe  looked  bed  in  a  plain 
drefs. 

History  informs  us,  that  very  many  who  fpend 
their  time  in  the  inttru&ion,  and  of  confequence  in 
the  company  of  youth,  have  lived  to  great  ages  * 
thus  Gorgias ,  the  matter  of  Ifocrates ,  and  many 
other  eminent  perfons  lived  to  be  108  ;  the  year 
before  his  death  fomebody  demanded  in  his  fchool, 
how  he  had  been  able  to  fupport  fo  long  the  tedious 
burthen  of  old  age  *,  the  fophift  replied,  that  he  re¬ 
gretted  nothing  he  had  done,  and  felt  nothing  of 
which  he  could  reafonably  complain  ;  my  youth, 
faid  he,  cannot  accufe  me,  nor  can  I  accufe  my  old 
ageb.  His  fcholar  Ifocrates ,  in  the  94th  year  of 


b  Plin.  Hiftor.  Natural,  lib.  vii.  c.  48. 

c.  13. 
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his 
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his  age,  publifhed  a  book,  and  furvived  that  pub¬ 
lication  four  years,  in  all  which  time  he  betrayed 
not  the  lead:  failure,  either  in  memory  or  in  judg¬ 
ment;  but  as  he  had  long  lived,  fo  he  died  with  the 
reputation  of  being  the  moft  eloquent  man  in  Greece c. 
Xenophilus ,  an  eminent  Pythagorean  philofopher, 
taught  a  numerous  train  of  ftudems,  till'  he  arrived 
at  the  age  of  105,  and  even  then  enjoyed  a  very 
perfed  health,  and  yet  he  left  this  world  before  his 
abilities  left  himd.  Nicholas  Leonicenus  read  the  phy- 
fic  ledtures  at  Ferrara ,  in  the  lad  age,  upwards  of 
70  years,  and  Langius  tells  us,  that  when  he  heard 
him,  he  was  feme  what  above  96,  and  to  a  perfon 
who  asked  him,  by  what  rule  he  had  acquired  this 
green  old  age,  he  anfwered,  by  delivering  up  my 
youth  chad  to  man’s  edate6.  Platerus  tells  us,  that 
his  grandfather  who  exercifed  the  office  of  a  pre¬ 
ceptor  to  fome  young  nobleman,  married  a  woman 
of  thirty  when  he  was  in  the  hundredth  year  of  his 
age.  His  fon  by  this  marriage,  did  not  day  like 
his  father,  but  took  him  a  wife  when  he  was  twenty ; 
the  old  man  was  in  full  health  and  fpirits  at  the  wed¬ 
ding,  and  lived  fix  years  afterwards f.  Thefe  are 
indances  very  furpridng,  and  feem  to  argue,  that 


c  Plutarch  in  vit.  Ifocrat. 

d  Plin.  Hitler.  Natural,  lib.  vii.  c.  50.  Valer.  Max.  ubi  fupra. 
*  Melch.  Adam,  in  vit.  Germ.  Med.  p.  141. 
f  PlateriObfeiy.it.  lib.  i.  p.  233,  234. 
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the  company  of  young  people  is  a  great  prefervatiye 
again  ft  old  age. 

The  celebrated  Lewis  Cornaro,  fo  well  known  to 
the  world  by  his  elaborate  treatifes  on  the  benefits  of 
a  fober  life,  amongft  other  things  that  he  relates  of 
himfelf,  tells  us  this  ;  that  when  he  firft  began  his 
regimen,  he  brought  home  eleven  little  nephews,  all 
fons  of  the  fame  father  and  mother,  all  fine  healthy 
children,  whom  he  took  the  pains  to  educate  him¬ 
felf ;  adding,  that  whenever  he  came  from  the  fe- 
nate,  he  diverted  himfelf  with  the  innocent  mirth, 
harmlefs  fports,  and  inoffenfive  tattle  of  the  young- 
fters.  44  Some  of  the  elder  of  them,  fays  he,  en- 
44  tertained  me  more  agreeably.  They  underftand 
44  mufick,  often  play  upon  the  lute,  accompany  it 
44  with  their  voices,  and  I  too  frequently  join  my 
44  own,  which  is  as  clear,  as  ftrong,  and  as  fweet  as 
44  ever  if  was.  I  have  likewife  compofed  a  very 
44  diverting  comedy,  the  fcenes  of  which  are  diver- 
44  fified  with  an  inoffenfive  variety  of  wit  and  hu- 
44  mour,  that  has  in  it  an  agreeable  turn  of  thought, 
44  and  quaintnefs  of  expreftion.  Comedy,  you  know, 
44  is  generally  the  child  of  youth,  as  tragedy  is  the 
44  product  of  old  age.  The  latter  on  account  of  its 
44  gravity  and  ferioufnefs,  befitting  more  mature 
44  years  j  whilft  the  former,  by  its  gaiety  of  wit  and 
44  humour,  is  more  agreeable  to  youth.  Now,  if 
44  an  antient  Greek  poet,  though  he  was  ten  years 
44  younger  than  myfelf,  was  admired  and  celebrated 

44  for 
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4C  for  his  having  wrote  a  tragedy,  why  fhould  I  be 
“  efteemed  lefs  happy,  or  Ids  myfelf,  who  have 
“  compofed  and  publifhed  a  comedy  ?  When  I  am 
4C  confident,  the  fame  poet,  though  he  was  ten  years 
44  younger  than  I  am,  yet  had  not  a  better  fhare 
46  of  health,  or  a  livelier  imagination g.3’  I  make 
life  of  the  authors  own  words,  becaufe  Cornaro  mud: 
of  all  others,  have  bell  known  himfelf,  and  the 
very  fpirit  he  fhews  in  reciting  thefe  things,  is  a 
moll  evident  proof  of  the  flrength,  vigour,  and 
youthfulnels  of  his  conflitution.  I  will,  however, 
mention  another,  and  that  a  more  modern  inftance. 

Francis  Secardi  Hongo ,  ufually  diffcinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  Huppazoli ,  was  conful  for  the  ftate  of 
Venice ,  in  the  ifiand  of  Scio,  where  he  died,  in  the 
beginning  of  1702,  when  he  was  very  near  1150 
This  man  was  a  native  of  Cafal>  in  the  Montferrat. 
He  married  in  Scio,  when  he  was  young,  and  being 
much  add  idled  to  the  fair-fex,  he  had  in  al  1  five 
wives,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  concubines,  all  of  them 
young,  beautiful  women,  by  whom  he  had  forty 
nine  fons  and  daughters,  whom  he  educated  with 
the  utmofb  tendernefs,  and  wasconftantly  with  them, 
as  much  as  his  bufinefs  would  permit.  He  was  ne¬ 
ver  lick ;  his  fight,  hearing,  memory,  and  adlivity, 
were  amazing ;  he  walked  every  day  about  eight 


s  See  Gornaro’s  beneSts  of  a  fober  life,  p,  33, 
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miles  \  his  hair,  which  was  long,  and  graceful,  be¬ 
came  white  by  that  time  he  was  fourfcore,  but  turned 
black  at  an  hundred,  as  did  his  eye-brows  and  beard 
at  Ii2.  At  no,  he  loft  all  his  teeth,  but  the  year 
before  he  died,  he  cut  two  large  ones  with  great 
pain.  His  food  was  generally  a  few  fpoonfuls  of 
broth,  after  which  he  eat  fome  little  thing  roaftedj 
his  breakfaft  and  fupper,  bread  and  fruit,  his  con- 
ftant  drink,  diftilled  water,  without  any  addition 
of  wine,  or  other  ftrong  liquor,  to  the  very  laft. 
He  was  a  man  of  ftrid  honour,  of  great  abilities,  of 
a  free,  pleafant,  and  fprightly  temper,  as  we  are 
told  by  many  travellers  who  were  all  ftruck  with  the 
good  fenfe,  and  good  humour  of  this  polite  old  man1*. 
The  reader  will  eafily  difcern,  that  the  point  upon 
which  I  chiefly  inftft,  is  his  having  continually 
young  company  about  him,  efpecially  young  women ; 
for  though  neither  himfelf,  nor  for  ought  I  know 
any  body  elfe,  ever  remarked  that  this  might  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  lengthening  his  life,  yet  fo  the  fad 
might  be,  though  not  obferved.  It  is  indeed  more 
for  my  purpofe  to  colled  accounts  like  thefe,  where 
there  is  clear  evidence  of  the  fad,  I  would  eftablifti 
before  the  principle,  to  which,  I  refer  it,  was  ever 
thought  of,  than  to  quote  inftances  of  a  frefher  date, 
fince  the  thing  might  have  been  in  my  head.  Thefe 
are  inftances  that  cannot  be  warped  5  I  have  cauti- 
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oufly  cited  my  authors,  and  fometimes  the  words  of 
the  people  themfelveSj  fo  that  I  need  not  ask,  where 
I  can  force  belief. 

The  reader  will  not,  I  dare  fay,  think  me  tedious 
if  I  fubjoin  fome  few  inftances  of  the  fame  nature, 
which  have  either  occurred  to  me,  or  of  which  I 
have  been  informed  fince  I  firfl  committed  my 
thoughts  upon  this  fubjedt  to  the  prefs.  Frederick 
Armand  de  Schombergh ,  one  of  the  greateft  officers  in 
the  laft  century  \  and  who,  by  his  perfonal  merit, 
raifed  himfelf  higher  than  any  man  of  his  time,  for 
he  was  marffial  of  France ,  general iffimo  of  the 
troops  of  the  eledtor  of  Brandenburg! ,  duke  and 
grandee  of  Portugal ,  duke  and  peer  both  in  En¬ 
gland  and  Ireland ,  and  knight  of  the  garter  at  the 
time  of  his  deceafe.  Every  body  knows  that  he 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne ,  after  paffing 
that  river  on  horfeback,  and  bringing  up  a  regiment 
that  had  fallen  into  fome  confufion,  with  all  the 
vigour  and  fpirit  of  a  young  man.  He  was  then 
fourfcore  and  two,  and  yet  very  hearty,  adiive,  and 
capable  of  fatigue,  nor  was  he  more  remarkable 
for  his  military  accomplifhments,  than  for  his  po- 


1  Our  author  might  have  thefe  particulars  from  fome  German 
memoirs  of  marflial  Schomberg ,  but  wherever  he  had  them,  the 
fa£ts  are  very  well  known,  and  for  tiiis  reafon  it  feems  unnecef- 
fary  to  load  the  page  with  citations  to  prove  them.\ 
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lite  and  eafy  behaviour,  he  was  wont  to  fay,  that 
when  he  was  young  he  converfed  with  old  men  to 
gain  experience,  and  when  he  was  old  he  delighted 
in  the  company  of  young  men  to  keep  up  his  fpirits. 
This  is  the  reafon  that  I  mention  him,  for  he  was 
in  nothing  more  diftinguifhed  than  by  this  difpofl- 
tion.  His  perfon  was  agreeable,  he  made  a  fine  fi¬ 
gure  on  horfeback,  he  danced  and  walked  wrell,  and 
was  fo  far  from  feeling  any  of  the  incommodities  of 
age,  either  in  body  or  mind,  that  in  point  of  drefs* 
exercife,  and  fprightly  humour,  he  came  nothing 
fhort  of  the  company  he  kept.  The  winter  before 
he  was  killed  in  Ireland \  he  Was  walking  in  the 
park  with  abundance  of  young  officers  about  him, 
and  being  met  by  a  grave  Englijh  nobleman,  he 
could  not  help  telling  the  marfhat,  that  he  was  fur- 
prized  to  fee  him  in  fuch  company  *,  why  fo 3  my 
lord ,  replied  Schomberg,  dorit  you  know  that  a  good 
general  always  makes  his  retreat  as  late  as  he  can  P  It 
will  I  prefume  be  readily  allowed,  that  his  keeping 
young  company  might  contribute  not  a  little  to  pre- 
ferving  his  good  temper,  and  his  gaiety  of  mind  5 
but  for  my  part,  I  go  a  little  farther,  and  cannot 
help  perfuading  myfelf,  that  it  had  an  influence  on 
his  health  too,  whether  he  perceived  it  or  not.  As 
a  general  and  commander  in  chief  for  upwards  of 
forty  years,  he  muff  in  confequence  of  the  encou¬ 
ragement  he  gave  them,  have  been  furrounded  con¬ 
tinually  with  a  parcel  of  hale  whelefome  young  fel¬ 
lows,  and  as  thefe  are  not  commonly  fparing  of 
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their  words,  where  they  may  fpeak  freely,  he  muft 
from  thence  have  derived  all  the  ad  vantages  of  a  balmy 
falutiferous  atmofphere  compofed  from  the  mixture 
of  their  breaths,  which  very  probably  might  have 
defended  him  from  the  inconveniences  of  age  for 
many  years  longer,  more  efpecially  as  he  was  tem¬ 
perate  in  his  diet,  chearful  in  his  humour,  and  con* 
ilant  in  his  exercifes,  ’of  which  riding  and  walking 
were  the  chief 

Though  marfhal  Schomherg  was  a  German ,  yet 
as  he  was  an  Englijh  duke  he  puts  me  in  mind  of  an* 
other  illuftrious  perfon,  exactly  of  his  own  temper 
and  age,  and  who  died  but  two  years  before  him  5 

V 

this  was  the  celebrated  poet  Waller ,  who,  at  up¬ 
wards  of  fourfeore,  wrote  with  all  the  fire  and  viva¬ 
city  of  a  rifing  genius k.  It  is  from  Mr  St.  Evre- 
nwndj  that  I  learn  his  great  love  for  the  company  of 

young 


k  In  a  letter  written  by  Mr  St.  Enoretnond to  the  famous  Mr  ds  let 
Fontaine ,  we  have  the  following  paffage;  “  Mr.  Waller  whofe  lofs 
€e  we  regret,  carried  the  full  vigour  of  his  wit  to  the  age  of  fourfeore 
“  and  two.’1  A  very  little  before  his  death  he  made  a  journey  to 
Windforyt o  eonfult  Sir  Charles  Scarborough  about  a  painhe  had  in  his 
leg.  I  come,  faid  he,  to  you,  as  to  an  old  friend,  as  well  as  a 
phyfician,  to  ask,  what  this  fwelling  means  ?  why  to  deal  plainly 
faid  Sir  Charles  your  blood  will  run  no  longer.  At  this  Mr 
Waller  was  fo  little  furprized,  that  he  repeated  a  paflage  from 
Virgil  applicable  to  the  occafion,  and  foon  after  paraphrafed  it 
in  thefe  lines  of  his  own. 
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young  people,  and  more  efpecially  of  the  ladies.  He 
had  been  remarkable  in  his  youth  for  being  a  great 
admirer  rather  than  a  general  lover  of  the  fex,  for 
his  morals  were  unblemifhed,  and  his  condudt,  at 
once  as  chafte  and  as  gallant  as  his'verfes.  He  loved 
to  fun  himfelf  as  it  were  in  the  beams  of  beauty,  and 
was  never  fo  happy,  even  at  fourlcore,  as  when  in 
the  midft  of  a  circle  of  the  youngeft  and  fined  wo¬ 
men  about  the  court;  neither  was  this  an  imperti¬ 
nent  affe&ation,  fpringing  from  the  remembrance 


The Teas  are  quiet  when  the  wines  give  o'er. 

So  calm  are  we  when  paflions  are  no  more. 

For  then  we  know  how  vain  it  were  to  boaft 
'Of  fleeting  things,  fo  certain  to  be  loft  : 

Clouds  of  affv&ion  from  our  younger  eyes 
Conceal  that  emptinefs,  which  age  deferies. 

The  fouls  dark  cottage,  batter’d  and  decay’d, 

Lets  in  new  light,  thro’  chinks  that  time  has  made  » 

Stronger  by  weakriefs,  wifer,  men  become 
As  they  draw  near,  to  their  eternal  home. 

Leaving  the  old,  both  worlds  at  once  they  vde’w. 

That  hand  upon  the  threfhold  of  the  new. 

It  is  a  little  flrange,  that  our  author  rhenrions  the  authority  of 
Mr  St,  Evretnond,  and  yet  makes  no  ufe  of  his  example  who  lived 
to  a  great  age,  ana  preferred  his  fenfes  to  the  lajl,  but  very  pro¬ 
bably  he  thought  it  a  good  reafon  to  leave  him  out,  beeaufe  he 
was  not  remarkable  for  afFedlirg  young  company,  and  was  for  ma- 
ny  years  fubjedt  to  great  infirmities,  which  were  probably  tbeef- 
Tc-dfs  of  a  very  free,  or  rather  luxurious  way  of  living, 
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of  paft  pleafure,  for  the  fame  fprightly  wit  and  in* 
nocent  livelinefs  of  converfation,  attended  him  even 
then,  fo  that  his  company  was  as  much  fought  as  if 
he  had  not 'been  fo  old  by  half  a  century.  Upon 
this  inclination  of  his  he  was  complimented  by  a 
French  poet,  in  a  fhort  copy  of  verfes,  ending  with 
thefe  two  fine  lines* 

iC  Amidfl  the  young  and  fair  you  fpend  your  hours* 
4C  Nor  think  of  winter,  while  amongft  the  flowers. 

I  need  not  repeat  the  application,  for  though  in 
all  probability,  it  was  the  pure  efforts  of  his  temper 
that  led  him  to  this  converfation,  and  kept  him 
continually  in  this  gay  train,  yet  it  might  have  an 
effedt  upon  his  confutation  too,  and  perhaps,  he 
might  find  himfelf  more  chearful,  and  at  eafe  from 
thefe  converfations,  though  he  did  not  enter  into 
the  philosophical,  or  rather  phyfical  reafon  which  I 
have  affigned  for  it.  We  fee  what  wonders  are 
done  by  the  baths  at  Aix  la  Chapelle ,  the  waters  of 
the  Spawy  and  the  wells  of  Pyrmont ,  in  removing 
hyfteric  and  fplenetic  complaints  *  but  after  all,  is 
it  the  baths  and  the  waters  that  work  the  cure  en¬ 
tirely,  or  have  not  the  company,  diverfions,  and 
exercife,  a  confiderable  influence  in  recovering  fuch 
patients?  If  they  had  not,  methinks  it  would  be  a 
difficult  thing  to  aflign  the  reafon,  why  the  /ante 
perfons  return  to  them  fo  frequently,  they  know  the 

benefil 
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benefit  they  receive,  or  rather  they  feel  it,  and 
therefore  are  the  lefs  curious  in  their  enquiries 
whence  that  benefit  fprings. 

But  the  Jaft  example  I  have  to  mention  comes 
clofer  to  the  point,  and  therefore  I  fhall  enter  upon 
it  without  any  introduction.  I  have  it  from  un- 
queftionable  authority,  that  a  certain  nobleman  of 
France ,  whom  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  name,  made 
ufe  of  the  fecret  of  our  Hermippus ,  and  keeping 
conftantly  in  his  houfe,  under  the  pretence  of  a  cha¬ 
ritable  care  of  their  education,  ten  or  twelve  young 
girls,  in  whofe  company  he  was  continually,  and 
maintained  himfelf  thereby,  in  a  full  flow  of  health 
and  fpirits,  till  he  was  upwards  of  ninety.  It  is 
faid  he  might  have  furvived  fome  years  longer,  had 
not  a  fcruple  ftruck  into  his  head  that  there  was 
fomething  of  irreligion  in  this  practice,  upon  which 
he  difmiffed  his  guardian  angels,  fell  into  a  languifli- 
ing  ftate,  and  in  a  very  few  months  died,  as  much 
for  the  want  of  their  breaths  as  his  own.  How  he 
came  by  this  method,  whether  by  information,  ob- 
fervation,  or  intuition,  I  cannot  fay,  but  the  faft  is 
both  certain  and  well  known.  The  famous  marfhal 
Villars  was  taken  notice  of  for  fhunning  the  compa¬ 
ny  of  perfons  of  like  years,  and  affeCting  to  live  with 
the  young  people,  which  he  was  once  told,  proceeded 
from  his  defire  of  forgetting  that  he  was  become 
old.  To  which  he  aniwered  with  great  fpirit,  that  he 
would  never  put  it  in  the  power  of  his  enemies  to 
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remember  it.  He  kept  his  word  perhaps  with  too 
great  rigour,  for  in  his  Jaft  campaign,  though  he 
began  to  feel  the  infirmities  of  age,  yet  he  difie ru¬ 
bied  them  as  much  as  poffible,  and  gave  Rich  an  in- 
ftance  of  vivacity  in  attacking  fome  fquadrons.  of 
imperial  horfe^  with  the  king  of  Sardinia's  guards, 
that  the  polite  monarch  could  not  help  telling  him, 
be  loft  the  experienced  general  in  beholding  all  the 
ardour  of  a  young  officer :  to  which  the  marffial  re¬ 
plied,  that  lamps  were  apt  to  fparkle  when  they  were  ex¬ 
piring.  \  and  indeed  this  washislaft  exploit  in  the  field. 
But  to  return  to  my  fubjedt,  which  I  (hall  endeavour, 
to  place  in  fuch  a,  light,  as  that  truth  may  derive, 
fome  advantage  from  ornament,  without  being  ec- 
clipfed,  either  by  unnatural  or  unneceftary  fidtion  K 

Whatever 

1  It  may  poftiMy  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  our  author’s  ar¬ 
guments,  if  we  mention  two  in  (lances  that  have  occurred 
among#  ourfelves  ft  nee  the  publication  of  this  book.  The 
field  marftial  ear!  of  Stair  was  very  remarkable,  for  preferving  a 
great  Sow  of  fpirits,  and  good  humour  in  extreme  old  age,  and 
pot  lefs  fo.  for  always  affe&ing  young  company,  with  whom  he  was 
conftantly  gay  and  chear/ul  i  and  as  he  was  never  happier  than 
amongft  his  boys,  as  in  his  familiar  way  he  was  wont  to  call 
them,  fo  they  were  never  more  delighted  than  when  they  had  the 
honour  to  attend  him.  The  other  inftance  comes  ciofer  to  our 
author’s  fvftem.  All  the  world  hath  heard  of  Mr.  Cal’verley , 
who  kept  a  boarding  fchool  for  young  ladies  in  Queen- Square. 
Pie  maintained  his  health,  his  vigour,  his  chearfulnefs,  his  good 
fenfe,  and  his  good  humour,  to  upwards  of  a  hundred,  and 
W©u!d  fay  merrily  when,  he  heard  men  forty  years  yourger  than 

hirafelf 


The  Sage 9s  TRIUMPH.  rgj 

Whatever  is  probable,  is  credible,  and  whatever 
may  be  fuppofed  without  abfurdity,  an  author  has  a 
right  to  iuppofe,  in  the  fupport  of  his  hypothefis, 
this  I  hope  will  fecure  me  from  cenfure,  and  the  ra¬ 
ther  becaufe  I  intend  it  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
reader.  My  fubjedt  is  chearful,  and  my  argument 
can  have  no  weight  with  people  that  are  not  chear¬ 
ful  ;  the  firft  of  our  faculties  that  declines,  is  the  fan¬ 
cy,  and  therefore  he  who  endeavours  to  keep  old 
age  at  a  diftance,  muft  enliven  that,  and  fhew  that 
he  has  the  poets  power  of  creation,  by  railing  an 
appearance  of  that  paradife,  which  had  been  the  lot 
of  man,  during  his  refidence  below,  if  not  forfeited 
by  his  own  folly. 

I  will  fuppofe  then  of  our  Hermippus ,  that  he 
was  a  tutor  or-  diredfor  of  a  college  of  virgins,  for 
lince  the  infcription  tells  us  not,  what  he  was,  we 
may  be  allowed  the  freedom  of  a  rational  conjedture.' 
This  college  of  virgins,  I  conceive  founded  purely 
for  the  fake  of  education,  and  thereby  affording  a 
quick  and  conftant  fucceffion  of  little  maids,  from 
the  age  of  between  five  and  fix,  to  thirteen  and 

. . .  .  !■■■  I  I . .  ■  ■■■  IMII  r  ■■■■  .1  ■!■■■■  ■  ■  ■  I.  .  . . .  L 

himfelf,  coughing,  groaning,  and  complaining;  what. a  trouble- 
fame  thing  it  is  to  he  plagued  with  old  folks  !  This  gentleman 
after  he  parted  with  his  fchool,  did  not  furvive  long,  and  it  is 
faid  he  was  himfelf  of  opinion,  that  he  might  not  only  have  lived, 
but  have  enjoyed  life,  fome  years  longer,  if  he  had  not  quitted 
bufinefs. 
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fourteen.  1  imagine  it  might  be  requifite  for  the 
health,  as  well  as  proper  inftrudion  of  thefe  young 
ladies,  that  they  rofe  pretty  early  in  the  morning, 
and  this  in  all  feafons  of  the  year.  In  the  fpring 
and  fummer  they  might  be  allowed  to  walk  and  en¬ 
joy  the  refrefhing  pleafure  of  rural  profpeds,  but  al¬ 
ways  in  the  company  of  their  director,  who  per¬ 
haps  was  obliged  to  entertain  them  during  the  walk, 
with  feafonable  and  lively  (lories.  If  this  feeniing 
extraordinary  mode  of  education  difguft  perfons  of 
a  nice  and  .prudifh  tafte,  give  me  leave  to  obferve, 
that  the  Greeks  ufed  it  of  old,  and  that  it  is  (till  prac- 
tifed  by  all  the  Eafiern  nations.  Milefian ,  or  Ara¬ 
bian  tales,  in  which  a  vivacity  of  imagination  ap¬ 
pears,  with  here  and  there  a  ray  of  found  judg¬ 
ment,  fuit  bdl  with  tender  minds,  and  efpecially 
with  feminine  underftandings.  Women  are  re¬ 
markably  governed  by  example,  or  to  make  ufe  of 
a  modern  phrafe,  by  the  fafhion.  Why  therefore, 
Ihould  they  not  be  inftrudled  by  example  ?  There 
is  lefs  difference  than  mofl  people  imagine  between 
real  and  feigned  {lories.  They  differ  but  as  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  fhadows,  the  one  is  the  faint  pic¬ 
ture  of  what  has  paffed,  the  other  is  a  lively  reprefen- 
tation  of  what  may  poffibly  come.  In  all  other  re- 
fpeds  they  are  alike.  The  {lory  of  Alexander  and/fov  - 
ana ,  is  now  as  much  a  dream  as  any  in  the  Perfian 
tales.  One  advantage  that  ideal  relations  have  over 
{lories  grounded  upon  fadls,  is,  that  we  may  con¬ 
trive  them  fo  as  to  avoid  improper  circumilances, 

which 
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which  cannot  frequently  be  difpenfed  with  in  refpeft 
to  the  latter,  but  at  the  expence  of  truth.  With 
fuch  difcourfes,  after  their  early  devotions  were  over, 
the  fair  pupils  might  be  entertained  in  winter  morn¬ 
ings,  and  the  day  he  thus  opened  with  a  free,  chear- 
ful,  and  kindly  fpirit,  alike  agreeeble  to  his  lovely 
wards,  and  grateful  to  the  good  old  man, 

i  \ 

_  ■* 

After  this  morning  exercife,  I  fuppofe  that 
EermippuSy  and  his  female  pupils,  retire  in  order  to, 
bathe,  to  drefs,  and  to  adorn  themfelves,  all  which 
|  look  upon  as  no  lefs  necefiary  for  the  old  man, 
than  fit  and  convenient  for  the  young  virgins. 
Every  body  knows,  that  the  antients  were  remarka¬ 
bly  fond  of  baths  and  of  un&ions,  efpecially  for  men 
in  years  \  and  the  Arabian  phyficians  prefcribe  thern 
pnce  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  order  fome  hot  and 
well  fpiced  meat  to  be  eaten  after  ufing  them  ;  but 
to  be  fure  wafhing,  cleanfing,  and  keeping  the  bo¬ 
dy  neat,  as  they  tend  to  make  old  men  pleafant  and 
agreeable  to  fuch  as  converfe  with  them,  fo 
they  contribute  not  a  little  to  their  own  eafe, 
and  to  the  preferving  that  fupplenefs  in  the  limbs, 
which  is  frequently  attacked  by  old  age.  On  the 
other  hand,  elegance  in  drefs,  and  great  nicenefs 
about  their  bodies,  is  of  very  high  confequence  to 
the  prefervation  of  fuch  a  temper  in  thefe  young 
maids,  as  is  fit  to  make  them  ufeful  in  that  way  of 
which  we  are  fpeaking.  About  noon,  after  all  this 
exercife  was  quite  over,  \fappofcHermippus  meets  his 
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maidens  with  as  much  chearfulnefs,  as  his  con  dilu¬ 
tion  will  admit,  while  they  receive  him  with  that 
fprightlinefs  that  is  natural  to  theirs.  A  fhort  con- 
verlation  fhould  precede  a  light,  welJ-chofen  and 
wholefome  entertainment,  of  which  all  feeding  freely 
but  not  to  fulnefs,  feafon  the  neceflfary  bufmefs  of 
recruiting  the  body  with  fuch  ingenious  and  divert¬ 
ing  (lories,  as  may  amufe  and  recreate  the  mind. 
After  the  repad  *,  mufic,  vocal  and  inftrumental, 
and  then  a  walk,  or  if  the  weather  will  not  permit 
that,  fome  breathing  exercife  within  doors,  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  may  excite  colour  but  without  forcing  a 
iweat. 


The  evening  (hould  among  fuch  company,  be 
chiefly  dedicated  to  diverfion,  the  ladies,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  younged,  fhould  be  indulged  in  all  the 
little  innocent  padimes  that  contribute  either  to  the 
exercife  of  their  limbs,  or  the  improvements  of  their 
wits,  and  thefe  ought  to  take  their  turns,  according 
to  the  rule  prefcribed  by  their  diredtor.  For  in¬ 
dance,  after  blindman’s  buff,  hoop  and  hide,  or 
hunting  the  hare,  there  fhould  fucceed  quedions  and 
commands,  pictures  and  motto’s,  riddles,  or  fome- 
thing  of  the  like  fort  •  and  lad  of  all,  two  or  three 
of  the  elded  might  gently  lead  them  by  a  few 
grave  dories,  into  a  fit  difpofition  for  their  evening 
devotions ,  after  which  they  might  retire  to  their 
dormitory,  each  having  her  proper  cell,  but  all  open 

at  the 


The  Sage’s  TRIUMPH. 

at  the  top,  as  alfo  the  dire&or’s  apartment  at 
the  upper  end.  In  a  college  like  this,  with  fuch 
company,  and  under  fuch  regulations,  where  all  the 
pupils  are  chafte  as  Diana's  nymphs,  frefli  as  the 
fpring,  fweet  as  the  fummer,  and  harmlefs  as  the 
winter,  ever  full  of  life  and  fpirits,  free  from  dif- 
eafes,  cares  or  diftradtions  of  mind,  eafy  in  their 
tempers,  affable  in  their  manners,  fond  of  obliging, 
grateful  when  obliged  ;  I  can  fcarce  imagine  that  a- 
ny  man  could  lpend  his  time  more  agreeably  than 
Hermippus ,  live  freer  from  a  fenfe  of  forrow,  or  more 
remote  from  the  fhadow  of  death.  By  this  regir 
men,  he  might  be  provided  with  an  almoft  contin¬ 
ual  refrefhment  from  their  odoriferous  breaths,  and 
never  lofe  their  company,  but  at  feafons  proper  for 
them  and  for  him.  His  blood  would  not  only  re¬ 
ceive  conftant  fupplies  of  fpirits  from  the  artificial 
atmofphere,  conftituted  by  this  contrivance,  but  his 
genius  alfo  would  be  kept  brifk  and  lively,  by  a  per¬ 
petual  intercourfe  with  perfons  in  the  moil  a&ive  pe¬ 
riod  of  life.  Secluded  in  fuch  a  retreat,  from  all 
the  hurry,  all  the  disorder,  all  the  accidents  that  at¬ 
tend  a  life  of  bufinefs,  he  would  eafily  efcape  dif- 
quiet  and  fatigue,  removed  from  all  the  views  of  pro¬ 
fit,  pomp,  and  pleafure  ;  he  would  never  feel  the 
cruel  disturbance  of  any  reftlefs  paffion,  the  defire 
of  getting  would  never  torment  him,  he  would  ne¬ 
ver  be  perplexed  with  the  fears  of  lofing,  if  hist 
j^eart  was  at  any  time  touched  with  pain,  it  mu  ft  be 
at  the  patting  with  a  fcholar,  and  even  this  would 
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admit  of  fome  relief,  from  the  pleafure  afforded  him 
by  receiving  a  new  difciple.  At  lead,  thefe  are  the 
comforts  I  have  figured  to  myfelf,  attendant  onfuch 
a  ftate,  and  fuch  of  my  readers  as  are  bleffed  with 
more  vigorous  fancies,  may  conceive  him  in  poffef- 
fion  of  dill  higher  and  more  exquifite  bleffings. 

/  .1 

I  4M  fenfible  it  may  be  obje&ed,  that  the  whole 
of  this  fuppofition  is  abfolutely  arbitrary,  that 
amongft  the  Romans ,  there  never  was  any  fuch  col¬ 
lege  m  as  this  under  the  direction  of  any  man,  nor 
for  ought  appears,  in  any  other  nation.  But  then 
it  is  to  be  conlidered,  that  I  have  fo  dated  it.  If 
Hermippus  was  really  nourished  by  the  breath  of  wo^ 
men,  as  I  have  already  Ihewn,  it  is  very  reafonable 
to  believe  he  might,  we  mud  then  conceive  to  our- 
felves  fome  occupation,  fome  way  of  life  in  which 
he  might  eafily,  and  con  dandy  receive  this  comfort¬ 
able  medicine  ;  and  if  the  account  I  have  given  be 
fo  far  probable  in  itfelf,  and  free  from  abfurdity,  as 
to  convey  clearly  to  the  reader’s  mind  fuch  an  idea  as 
I  would  willingly  have  it,  it  is  not  in  die  lead  mate¬ 
rial,  whether  there  ever  was  fuch  a  college,  for  that 
comes  not  at  ail  within  my  affertion,  it  is  fufficient 
for  my  purpofe,  if  fuch  a  college  there  might  have 
been.  Another  reader  may,  perhaps,  devife  fome 
eafier,  clearer,  and  more  probable  method  of  inter-. 


m  Except  it  may  be  the  Puellae  Fauflinianae,  of  whom  we  find 
fome  mention  made  in  the  a'ntient  infcriptions. 

preting 
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preting  this  infcription,  if  he  does,  I  (hall  not  dif- 
pute  with,  or  envy  him  the  fertility  of  his  inven¬ 
tion.  My  account  of  the  matter  ferves  to  help  the 
notion  I  have  formed  of  the  poffibility  of  the  thing* 
and  therefore  as  a  mathematician  draws  his  figures 
in  order  to  explain  the  propofitions  he  lays  down,  fo 
I  have  exhibited  this  example,  to  illuftrate  the  doc¬ 
trine  that  I  would  recommend* 

One  may  likewife  fuggeft,  that  moft  of  the  ex* 
amples  hitherto  ailed ged  of  the  long  life  of  fuch  as 
have  taught  young  people,  do  not  reach  the  point 
1  have  advanced,  in  as  much  as  they  all  confeflfedly 
belong  to  young  men.  Yet,  if  this  objection  affedls 
what  I  have  delivered,  the  credit  of  the  infcription 
remains  ftill  untouch’d,  fince  fome  underftand  it  of 
boys,  though  I  incline  to  interpret  it  of  girls,  for 
reafons  that  will  hereafter  occur.  But,  whoever 
makes  this  objection,  muft  admit,  at  the  time  of 
making  it,  that  there  is  an  extraordinary  efficacy  in 
the  breath  of  young  men,  which  duly  confiderect, 
will  be  found  a  very  great  conceifion  in  my  favour  * 
fince,  if  there  be  any  fuch  efficacy  in  the  breath  of 
young  men,  no  reafon  can  be  affigned  why  my  hip¬ 
po  fit  ion  fliould  be  held  lefs  reafonable.  All  things, 
therefore,  that  make  in  general  in  favour  of  human 
breath,  or  in  favour  of  the  breath  of  young  people, 
tend  to  flrengthen  and  fupport  what  I  have  laid 
down.  As  to  thofe  particular  circum fiances  which 
render  female  breath  preferable,  it  lies  upon  me  to 
.  d  affign 
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afiign  them?,  and  this  I  fhall  do  in  its  proper  place; 
in  the  mean  time  give  me  leave  to  remark  one  thing 
more  in  favour  of  my  fiditious  hiftory  of  the  college 
of  virgins,  viz.  that  the  sreateft  men  have  thought 
it  allowable  to  introduce  fuch  defcriptions  wherever 
they  have  judged  them  requifite,  or  agreeable  to  the 
fubje£t  of  which  they  were  treating.  The  learned 
Sir  Thomas  More ,  laid  down  a  fyflem  of  politics  in 
his  Utopia n  ;  Barclay  has  written  an  ingenious  hifto- 
ry  in  his  Argents  \  and  the  great  chancellor  Bacon  has 
exhibited  the  molt  beautiful  of  all  fictions  in  his  hif- 
tory  of  the  New  Atlantis0 ;  which  hiftory,  if  I  mif- 
take  not,  gave  birth  to  the  royal  fociety  in  England, 


n  There  are  Tome  difputes  about  the  firft  edition  of  this  book ; 
the  famous  Mr,  Maittaire  fancied,  there  was  one  in  the  Year  15 16; 
but  he  is  miftaken,  the  firft  edition  of  it  bore  the  following  title. 
De  optimo  republican  ftatu,  deque  nova  infula  Utopia,  Thom#  Mo± 
ri  libri  duo,  quibus  prefiguntur  epiftolas  Defiderii  Eraftni ,  Gut, 
feudezi,  Petri  AEgidii,  ac  in  fine  adjundta  Hieron.  Buflidii  epif- 
tola.  Bajilere.  Joa?i.  Froben.  1518.  in  4t°.  and  has  been  print¬ 
ed  very  often  ftnce.  It  was  tranflated  into  Englijh  by  Ralph  Ro~ 
linfon ,  in  1557,  which  tranflation  bifhop  Burnet  miftook  for  the 
author’s  own ;  however,  he  ventured  to  make  another  tranfla¬ 
tion  in  1683,  an{^  a  v«y  go°d  one  ^  ^s*  It  was  tranflated  into 
Italian  in  1548,  but  the  author  of  that  verfion  is  not  known. 
There  have  been  three  tranflations  in  Freneh,  of  which  that  by 
Bor  hire  is  efteemed  the  a- ^ 

'  -  ■  ■  t 

0  The  author  is  right  enough  in  his  obfervation,  Abrahatii 
Cowley  borrowed  his  notion  of  a  philofophic  college  from  lord 
Bacon's  Atlantis ,  and  frcm  Mr.  Cowley's  notion  of  fuch  a  college^ 
the  Royal  Society  had  its  beginning. 


But 
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But  I  mud  not  conceal  two  other  objections ’of 
far  greater  weight,  that  have  been  made  to  this  doc-, 
trine  of  mine,  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Nunning p.  If, 
fays  that  learned  perfon,  your  fydem  be  founded  ini 
truth,  if  there  be  really  any  fuch  vigour  and  efficacy 
in  the  breath  of  women,  or  even  of  young  women, 
how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  thofe  men  have  not  at¬ 
tained  to  any  extraordinary  age,  who  are  known  to 
have  had  the  greated  advantages  poffible  in  this 
way  ?  upon  this,  he  puts  two  quedions,  why,  fays 
he,  did  not  Solomon ,  whofe  wives  and  concubines 
were  fo  numerous,  and  who  undoubtedly  were  young, 
beautiful,  and  kept  entirely  from  other  men;  why 
did  not  this  Solomon ,  continues  he,  live  beyond  the. 
ordinary  age  of  man ;  whereas,  the  fcripture  tells  us, 
that  he  did  not  reach  that  which  is  common  in  our. 
times  ?  this  is  the  firft  objection,  and  it  mud  be  own¬ 
ed*  that  Mr.  Nunning  has  put  it  very  modedly,  for 
Solomon  had  befide  this,  many  other  advantages.  He 
was  undoubtedly  a  great  philofopher,an  excellent  natu- 
ralid,  and  underdood  perfectly  the  art  of  conducting 
life,  to  which  we  may  add,  that  fome  have  believed 
him  an  exquifite  anatomid,  phyfician  and  chemid  % 
fo  that  if  he  died  before  feventy,  who  was  poffeded 
of  fuch  extenfive  power,  fuch  immenfe  riches,  and 


P  This  gentleman  is  canon  of  V'reden ,  and  is  now  publifhing 
in  Germany ,  in  quarto,  a  work,  entituled,  monumenta  mnafie- 
rienfia,  which  is  to  contain,  the  Elogies  of  all  the  great  men 
who  havfe  been  natives  of  the  biflioprick  of  Munfter, 

fuch 


64  HEkMiPPUs  Redivivus-  or, 

fuch  wifdom  as  never  centred  in  another  man ;  what 
reafon  is  there  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  as  are  infinitely 
below  him  in  all  refpeds,  fliould  acquire  the  know- 
lege  of  that  which  Was  indubitably  hid  from  him  ? 
this  is  the  cafe  fiated  fairly,  freely,  and  fully,  for  we 
mean  not  to  cheat  or  deceive  our  readers,  but  to  in¬ 
form  and  fatisfy  them  ;  our  endeavour  is  not,  to  give 
an  air  of  veracity  to  our  own  opinion,  but  to  iredtify 
our  own  notions  by  the  flandard  of  truth; 

Mr.  Nunning* s  fecond  objection,  is  fetched  from 
the  feraglio*s  of  the  'Turkijh  monarchs.  Why,  fays 
he,  do  not  the  great  lords  of  the  Ottoman  empire, 
who  have  fuch  numbers  of  young  and  fine  women, 
always  in  their  power,  live  to  a  great  age  ?  or  ra¬ 
ther,  why  fince  they  have  this  balfam  of  life  conti¬ 
nually  in  their  poflefiion,  are  they  fhorter  lived  than 
other  men?  and  that  too,  in  a  country  where  there 
are  more  long  lived  people  than  in  many  others  r 
this  excellent  perfon  might  have  fortified  alfo  this 
objedion,  by  extending  it  to  the  Shahs  of  Perfia , 
the  Hans  of  tartary ,  the  great  Moguls ,  and  all  the 
other  eaftern  princes,  who  in  this  refped,  enjoy  to 
the  full  the  fame  advantages  with  the  furkijh  ful- 
tans.  I  am  not  afraid  of  giving  the  utmoft  weight 
to  thefe  fuggeftions,  becaufe  if  I  can  fairly  and  clear¬ 
ly  refute  them,  my  doctrine  mull  appear,  if  not  ab- 
folutely  certain,  much  more  probable,  at  lead,  and 
much  more  agreeable  to  truth,  than  if  thefe  objec¬ 
tions  had  never  been  mentioned.  I  do  indeed  ad¬ 
mit. 
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fhit,  that  both  are  very  plaufible,  both  Feem  direfU 
ly  deftrudtive  of  my  fyftem ;  but  if  notwithftanding 
all  this,  I  am,  as  1  think  I  am,  in  a  capacity  of  (hew¬ 
ing  that  they  do  not  at  all  affedt  what  I  have  advanc¬ 
ed,  but  that  on  the  contrary  when  duly  conftdered* 
they  fortify  it  extremely,  then  I  hope  the  reader 
will  attend  with  the  greater  fatisfaftion,  to  feme  ad¬ 
ditional  arguments  that  I  (hall  offer  in  fupport  of 
this  notion.  It  is  the  great  beauty  of  truth,  that 
the  more  we  examine  it,  the  niore  different  lights 
in  which  we  place  it,  the  more  pains  we  take  iii 
turning  and  twilling  it,  the  clearer  we  perceive  its 
excellency,  and  the  better  the  mind  is  fatisfied  about 

it  *,  whereas  falfhood  however  fair  it  may  appear 
when  dreffed  out  to  advantage,  or  fet  in  a  falfe  light* 

yet  it  never  can  long  (land  the  teft  of  a  drift  and 

unbiafed  enquiry. 

The  hiftory  of  Soloman  is  very  largely  recorded 
ih  the  facred  writings,  and  the  circumftances  there¬ 
in  laid  down,  enable  us  to  give  fuch  an  account  of 
the  manner  of  that  prince’s  life;  that  we  need  be 
Under  no  fort  or  furprize  at  the  earliriefs  of  his  death* 
He  was,  it  is  true,  the  wifeft  man  that  ever  lived* 
of  which  he  has  left  us  very  noble  and  convincing 
teftimonies  in  his  writings.  He  was  a  great  politic 
dan,  excellently  skilled  in  the  arts,  and  a  perfect 
tnafter  of  the  polite  literature  of  thofe  times  $  but 
with  all  this,  we  fee  that  lie  was  a  very  voluptuous 
him.  Science  and  pleafure  engroffed  him  by  turns* 

E  he 
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he  would  have  pufhed  his  refearches  beyond  the 
bounds  of  human  nature,  and  when  he  found  him- 
felf  checked*  he  then  began  to  complain  of  the  bur¬ 
then  of  knowlege,  and  the  tirefomenefs  of  fuch  en- 
quiries.  To  deliver  himfelf  from  thefe  anxieties,  to 
calm  his  cares*  to  drown  his  doubts*  and  bury  his 
apprehenfions  in  oblivion*  he  had  recourfe  to  fenfu- 
al  delights,  having  conftantly  in  his  fefaglio  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  fine  women,  amounting  as  the  author  of 
the  book  of  Kings  tells  us,  to  feven  hundred  wives* 
Who  were  princefles,  and  three  hundred  concu¬ 
bines  P.  With  thefe  he  led  an  effeminate,  lafeivious, 
and  profligate  life.  Thefe  women  were  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  Egyptians ,  Moabites ,  Amonites ,  Edomites ,  Zi - 
donians ,  and  Hittites ,  and  each  endeavoured  to  re¬ 
commend  herfelf  to  his  favour  by  all  the  ftudied  arts 
of  luxury  Amongfl:  fuch  a  heterogenous  mafs  of 
females,  all  corrupt  in  their  morals,  all  different  in 
their  cufloms,  all  filled  with  jealoufy  and  emulation 
of  each  other  :  wThat  reafon  was  there  to  hope  either 
for  quiet  or  for  health  ? 

In  the  defeription  we  have  given  of  the  life  of 
liermippus ,  we  have  ufed  our  utmoft  endeavour,  to 
fhew  the  means  by  which  this  fovereign  medicine  of 
which  we  are  difeourfing  operates,  and  how  it  is  to 
be  employed.  We  fuppofe  our  old  man  to  be  of  a 


p  i  Kings  xi.  3.  H  Ibid.  v.  1. 


gentle 


/ 
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gentle,  uniform,  and  pleafantdifpofition,  always  eafy, 
always  content,  and  furrounded  by  numbers  of  bloom¬ 
ing  virgins,  too  young  to  have  either  their  bodies, 
or  their  thoughts  tainted  ;  and  we  fuppofe  thefe  per- 
fons  fpending  their  time  together,  in  chafle  and  in¬ 
nocent  amufements.  But  the  life  of  Solomon  was  the 
Very  reverfe  of  this,  his  thoughts  were  in  a  perpe¬ 
tual  hurry,  his  mind  in  conftant  agitation  \  one  day 
deeply  plunged  in  philofophical  and  metaphyfical 
contemplations  the  next  funk  in  fceptical  doubts, 
and  gloomy  reflexions  \  the  third  giving  a  loofe  to 
his  pleafures,  and  abandoning  himfelf  without  re- 
draint,  not  only  to  the  lewdnefs  of  his  own  defires, 
but  to  the  wilder  extravagancies  of  a  multitude  of 
vicious  women.  All  this  we  learn,  not  only  from 
hidories  of  indubitable  authority,  but  from  his  own 
writings,  there  we  fee  the  druggies  of  his  heart  j 
there  we  fee  his  reftlefs  love  of  pleafure  ;  his  intem¬ 
perate  third  after  knowlege,  and  in  confequence 
of  all  this  his  agonies  and  difquiet.  Is  there  any  like- 
nefs  between  thefe  two  charaXers?  can  one  imagine, 
that  the  converfation  of  women  in  fuch  a  diverfity  of 
circumftances,  fhould  have  the  fame  effeX  on  Solo* 
men  and  Hermippus  ?  or  can  it  enter  into  the  head  of 
any  man,  blefifed  with  a  found  underftanding,  that 
this,  or  any  other  medicine,  could  defend  Solomon 
from  old  age,  confidering  the  courfe  he  held  f  was 
there  ever  a  man  thatftudied  the  prolongation  of  life, 
with  more  afllduity  than  Solomon  laboured  to  (horten 
it?  did  he  not  harrafs  his  fpirits  with  intricate  and 

E  %  per* 
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perplexed  enquiries  ?  did  he  not  vex  himfelf  with  per¬ 
petual  queftions  about  prefent  and  future  felicity, 
which  rendered  it  impoftible  for  him  to  enjoy  it  ? 
Did  he  not  by  indulging  his  paftions,  fcatter  the 
feeds  of  deft  ruction  ?  and  did  he  not,  by  his  luxury 
and  intemperance,  cherifh  and  cultivate  them,  till 
they  at  laft,  as  they  always  do,  difturbed  the  frame 
of  his  mind,  as  well  as  ruined  his  conftitution  ? 
What  wonder  then  that  Solomon  was  no  long-liver? 

What  I  have  faid,  will,  I  dare  fay,  fatisfy  the 
worthy  gentleman  who  propofed  this  doubt,  and 
every  reader  who  lerioufty  conftders  it.  The  objecti¬ 
on  takes  Solomon  for  a  perfon  in  that  very  fituation 
wherein  I  would  place  Hermippus ;  but  I  have  (hewn 
this  to  be  altogether  groundlefs.  The  objection 
takes  it  for  granted,  that  I  look  upon  the  breath  of 
young  women  to  be  a  univerfal  medicine ;  whereas, 
I  aflert  only,  that  the  breath  of  young  virgins  in  a 
particular  way,  may  defend  a  perfon  againft  old 
age,  who,  by  temperance  and  moderation  de¬ 
fends  himfelf  againft  difeafes.  But,  befides  what 
I  have  mentioned,  I  have  yet  fomething  more  to  fay 
as  to  Solomon ,  which  i  might  have  offered  before, 
and  which  would  have  excufed  me  from  examining 
his  cafe  at  all,  it  I  had  in  the  lead  inclined  to  have 
Iheltered  myfelf  under  any  fuch  fubterfuge. 

All  the  accounts  we  have  of  Solomon ,  fuppofe  him 
to  be  under  a  particular  difpenfation,  and  that  he 

had 
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had  recourfe  immediately  to  God  himfelf,  at  leaft 
twice  in  his  life,  fo  that  this  man  was  not  in  the 
fame  fituation  with  others,  and  therefore  not  fit  to 
be  confidered  as  an  example.  I  might  pufh  this 
further  Hill,  by  obferving,  that  God  was  pleafed  to 
promife  him  length  of  days,  if  he  imitated  the 
rightheoufnefs  of  his  father  David ;  fo  that  he  had  a 
much  better  medicine  in  his  power,  than  human 
wifd'om  could  fupply  him  with,  and  yet  he  knew 
not  how  to  ufe  it.  The  fcriptures  fay.  That  when 
Solomon  was  old,  his  wives  turned  away  his  heart 
after  other  Gods r.  Oldnefs  is  here  ufed  in  the  fenfe 
in  which  I  underfland  it,  that  is,  with  refpedt  to  the 
condition,  and  not  to  the  years  of  life,  for  in  that 
fenfe,  Solomon  was  not  old  when  he  died,  fince 
he  exceeded  not  fixty  feven.  The  plain  meaning, 
therefore,  of  this  text  mud  be,  that  when  his  vices 
had  broken  his  conftitution,  and  weakned  his  facul¬ 
ties,  then  thefe  women  to  whom  he  gave  himfelf 
up,  drew  him  to  idolatry,  and  thefe  nurfes  of  his 
lecond  childhood,  induftrioufiy  taught  him  to 
fall.  Drawn  by  their  delufions,  he  facrificed  b*>th 
titles  to  long  life,  viz.  that  which  temperance  gave 
him  by  the  law  of  nature,  and  that  which  by  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  revelation  he  received  from  God  himfelf. 
For  this,  no  doubt  included  that,  fince  we  cannot 
fuppofe  that  God  promifed  long  life  to  Solomon  with- 


'  i  Kin^s  v.  4. 
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out  an  implied  condition,  that  he  attended  to  the 
natural  means  for  attaining  it5  the  laws  and  promifes 
of  God  muff:  be  always  rational,  becaufe  they  arc 
made  and  propounded  to  reafonable  creatures. 

After  examining  this  objediion  fc  fully,  it  will 
give  me  much  lefs  trouble  to  clear  up  the  other. 
For  what  can  there  be  more  contrary  to,  or  irrecon- 
cileable  with  the  dodlrine  I  have  laid  down,  than 
the  lives  led  by  Eaftern  monarchs?  all  writers  agree, 
that  to  give  ftrength  and  firmnefs  to  the  body,  there 
is  nothing  fo  neceffary  as  chaftity  in  green  years. 
The  Germans ,  as  Tacitus  ceils  us,  were  wont  to  pre- 
ferve  themfelves  from  women,  till  they  were  thirty 
at  lead,  and  this  he  afiigns  as  the  principal  caufe  of 
their  robuftnefs,  courage,  and  long  life8.  Ages 
before  his  time,  the  Spartans  had  formed  the  fame 
notions  led  thereto  by  reafon  and  experience  \  but 
with  regard  to  the  Afiatic  princes,  they  never  know 
what  purity  of  manners,  and  chaftity  of  mind  mean, 
they  are  corrupted  in  their  mothers  nurferies,  and 
the  jdifiblute  temper  of  the  father,  prevents  the  vir¬ 
tuous  education  of  the  fon.  While  they  are  yet 
ftriplings,  they  are  permitted  the  ufe  of  women,  in 
order  to  enervate  their  minds,  and  when  they  grow 
up,  an  effeminate  luxury,  becomes  the  principal  bu- 
fmefs  of  their  lives.  Amongft  fuch  men  as  thefe2 


z  Plutarch,  in  Lacon. 
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fhall  we  look  for  health  or  long  life  ?  Is  this  agree* 
able  to  the  rules  of  wifdom  or  fcience,  I  mean  to  die 
natural  dictates  of  good  fenfe,  or  to  the  maxims  of 
phyfic  ?  If  not,  where  lies  the  ftrength  of  the  objec¬ 
tion  ? 

# 

But  befides  all  this,  what  if  there  be  dill  a  fhort- 
er,  plainer,  or  more  decifive  anfwer,  which  is,  that 
we  can  never  properly  judge  in  this  cafe,  becaufe 
experience  teaches  us  that  thefe  princes  feldom  or 
never  die  a  natural  death.  In  the  field  they  are  ex* 
pofed  to  the  common  chances  of  war,  and  if  we  look 
into  the  tfurki/h ,  Perfian ,  or  Indian  dories,  wefhall 
find  at  lead  a  third  part  of  their  monarchs  have  fail* 
en  in  battle.  Again,  confider  them  in  their  civil  ca^ 
pacity,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  an  arbitrary  de- 
fpotic  government,  you  mud  be  fenfible  that  they 
are  continually  liable  to  popular  infurreftions,  in 
which  many  of  their  princes  have  likewife  fallen. 
But  if  you  purfue  them  further,  and  follow  them  in¬ 
to  the  recedes  of  their  private  life,  as  you  will  per¬ 
ceive  them  to  be  no  way  happier,  fo  you  will  find 
them  much  lefs  fafe  than  any  of  their .  fub- 
jedts.  The  intrigues  and  jealoufies  of  their  many 
wives,  mud  always  expofe  fuch  princes  to  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  dangers,  efpecially  in  countries  v/here  pok 
fons  are  very  common,  and  where  the  mod  dexte¬ 
rous  ufe  of  them  is  common  too. 
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But  what  if  the  facred  hidory,  which  furniflied 
the  fird  and  dronged  objection,  contains  another 
hidory,  which  is  the  fulled,  cleared  and  mod  fatis- 
fa&ory  proof  that  can  be  offered  in  favour  of  the 
opinion  I  efpoufe  ?  The  cafe  I  mean  is,  that  of  king 
David  in  his  old  age,  which  I  fhall  date  fully  and 
Fairly.  It  is  faid,  that  king  David  grew  old  and 
dricken  in  years,  his  natural  heat  decaying  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  no  addition  of  cloaths  could  give  him 
heat ;  in  this  didrefs  the  phyficians  advifed  him,  to 
the  very  remedy  which  I  recommend.  Let  there 
be  fought,  faid  they,  for  my  lord  the  king,  a 
young  virgin,  and  let  her  dand  before  the  king, 
*c  and  let  her  cherifh  him,  and  let  her  lie  in  his  bo- 
fom,  that  my  lord  the  king  may  get  heat.”  Ac¬ 
cordingly  Abifhag  the  Shunamite ,  was  brought  to  the 
king,  and  of  her  we  read,  that  die  was  a  damfel 
very  fair,  that  fhe  cher idled  the  king,  and  mini- 
dred  to  him  *,  but  the  king  knew  her  notu.  This 
is  the  dory,  as  it  lies  in  the  book,  and  from  hence 
I  think  it  plainly  appears,  that  the  phyficians  of 
thofe  times,  were  well  acquainted  with  the  efficacy 
pf  this  remedy,  and  underdood  how  age  might  be 
benefited  by  youth. 


u  I.  Kings  i.  i.  See  alfo  the  commentaries  of  Mnnfler ,  Gro~ 
tins ,  &c.  among  the  'larger  critics,  who  all  interpret  thefe  paffa- 
ges  of  feripture  in  this  way. 


The 
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The  famous  monk  Roger  Bacon ,  whom  I  hav$ 
cited  before,  in  his  treatde  of  the  cure  of  old  ager 
has  a  large  chapter  upon  this  fubjedt ;  though,  as 

he  wrote  to  a  pope,  and  in  an  age  no  ways  favour- 

* 

able  to  him  or  his  difeoveries,  he  thought  proper 
to  conceal,  what,  he  admits  to  be  the  moft  efficaci¬ 
ous  medicine,  it  was  in  his  power  to  preferibe,  un¬ 
der  fuch  dark  and  obfeure  terms,  that  few  I  believe 
have  reached  his  true  meaning.  It  may  perhaps, 
be  fufpedted  that  I  have  deceived  myfelf,  and  that 
having  this  notion  in  my  head,  I  have  found  in  Ba- *  * 
con* sw  works,  things  that  were  never  there;  for 
which  reafon,  as  well  as  becaufe  I  can  offer  nothing 
more  curious,  or  more  pertinent  of  my  own,  I  will 
cite  as  much  of  his  book,  as  relates  to  this  fubjedt, 
and  leave  it  to  my  reader  to  decide  how  far  I  do  him 
juftice  by  my  comment. 

**  I  have  read  many  volumes  of  the  wife,  I 
<c  find  few  things  in  phyfic  which  reftore  the  natu- 
“  ral  heat,  weakned  by  diffolution  of  the  innate 
“  moifture,  or  inereafe  of  a  foreign  one.  But  cer- 
M  tain,  wife  men  have  tacitly  made  mention  of  fome 
“  medicines,  which  is  likened  to  that  which  goes 
“  out  of  the  mine  of  the  noble  animal,  they  affirm, 

that  in  it  there  is  a  force  and  virtue,  .which  re- 


y  R.  paeon,  Pe  prolongations  vit«,  c.  xii. 
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ic  ftores  and  encreafes  the  natural  heat.  As  to  its 
€i  difpofition,  they  fay,  it  is  like  youth  itfelf,  and 
<c  contains  an  equal  and  temperate^  complexion  ;  and 
46  the  figns  of  a  temperate  complexion  in  men,  are, 
*c  when  their  colour  is  made  up  of  white  and  red, 
u  when  the  hair  is  yellow  inclining  to  rednefs  and 
<c  curling.  According  to  Pliny,  when  the  flefh  is 
<c  moderate,  both  in  quality  and  quantity ;  when  a 
*c  man*s  dreams  are  delightful;  his  countenance 
chearful  and  pleafant,  and  when  in  his  appetite  of 
eating  and  drinking  he  is  moderate.  This  medi- 
“  cine  indeed,  is  like  to  fuch  a  complexion  ;  for 
it  is  of  a  moderate  heat,  its  fume  is  temperate  and 
<c  fweet,  and  grateful  to  the  fmell ;  when  it  departs 
from  this  temperature^  it  departs  fo  far  from  its 
u  virtue  and  goodnefs.  This  medicine  doth  there- 
fore  temperately  heat,  becaufe  it  is  temperately 
44  hot ;  it  therefore  heals,  becaufe  it  is  whole. 
46  When  it  is  lick,  it  makes  a  man  lick.  When  it  is 
41  didempered,  it  breeds  diflempers,  and  changeth 
ec  the  body  to  its  own  difpofition,  becaufe  of  the 
gc  fimilitude  it  hath  with  the  body. 

tfS  For  the  infirmity  of  a  brute  animal,  rarely 
paffeth  into  man,  but  into  another  animal  of  the 
u  fame  kind.  But  the  infirmity  of  a  man,  paffeth 
44  into  man,  and  fo  doth  health,  becaufe  of  like- 
nefs.  Know  mod  gracious  prince !  that  in  this, 
44  there  is  a  great  fecret.  For  Galen  faith,  that 
46  whatever  is  didblved  from  any  thing,  it  mud  of 

66  necedity 
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55  neceftity  be  afiimilated  to  that  thing,  as  is  mani- 
<s  feft  in  difeafes  pafllng  from  one  to  another ;  fuch 
as  vveaknefs  of  the  eyes,  and  peftilential  difeafes. 
This  thing  hath  an  admirable  property,  for  it 
doth  not  only  render  human  bodiesiafeTfom  cor- 
“  ruption,  but  it  defends  alfo  the  bodies  of  plants 
**  from  putrefaction.  This  thing  is  feldom  found3 
tc  and  although  fometimes  it  be  found,  yet  it  can- 
not  commodioufly  be  had  of  all  men.  And  in- 
{lead  of  it,  the  wife  do  ufe  that  medicine  which 
<c  is  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  compleat  and  pre- 
*c  pared,  and  that  which  fwims  in  the  fea,  and 
“  that  which  is  the  fquare  {tone  of  the  noble  ani- 
*c  mal ;  fo  that  every  part  may  be  free  from  the  in* 
fe£tion  of  another.  But  if  that  Hone  cannot  be 
H  acquired,  let  other  elements  feparated,  divided, 
**  and  purified  be  ufed. 

c<  Now  when  this  thing  is  like  to  youth  that  is 
**  of  temperare  complexion,  it  hath  good  opera- 
<c  tions;  if  its  temperature  be  better,  it  produceth 
“  better  effects ;  fometimes  it  is  even  in  the  higheft 
46  degree  of  its  perfection,  and  then  there  is  that 
tc  property  whereof  we  have  fpoken  before. 
u  This  differs  from  other  medicines  and  nutriments* 
which  heat  and  moiften  after  a  certain  temperate 
6C  manner,  and  are  good  for  old  men.  For  other 
medicines  principally  heat  and  moiften  the  body  i 
5-4  and  fecondarily,  they  ftrengthen  the  native  heat  •» 
b.ut  this  doth  principally  ftrengthen  the  native 

heat. 
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“  heat,  and  after  that,  refrcfhes  the  body  by  moift* 
<c  ning  and  heating  it.  For  it  reduces  this  heat  in 
<c  old  men,  who  have  it  but  weakly  and  deficient, 
<c  to  a  certain  ftronger  and  more  vehement  power. 
rc  If  a  plaifter  be  made  hereof,  and  applied  to  the 
cc  ftomach,  it  will  help  very  much,  for  it  will  re- 
cc  frefih  the  ftomach  itfelf,  and  excite  an  appetite ; 

it  will  very  highly  recreate  an  old  man,  and 
<c  change  him  to  a  kind  of  youth,  and  will  make 
<c  complexions  by  what  means  foever  depraved  or 
6C  corrupted,  better. 

<c  Many  wife  men  have  fpoken  but  little  of  this 
4C  thing,  they  have  indeed  laid  down  another  thing 
€C  like  it,  as  Galen  in  his  fifth  book  of  fimple  medi- 
cines,  and  Johannes  Damafcenus ,  in  his  aphorifms. 
But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Venus  doth  weaken 
€i  and  demolifh  the  power  and  virtue  of  this  thing; 
cc  and  it  is  very  likely  that  the  fan  of  th t  prince,  in 
cc  his  fecond  canon  of  fimple  medicines,  fpoke  of  the 
thing,  where  he  faith,  that  there  is  a  certain  me- 
sc  Heine  concealed  by  wife  men ,  leaf  the  incontinent 
66  fhculd  offend  their  creator .  There  is  fuch  a  heat 
<c  in  this  thing,  as  in  young  men  of  a  found  com- 
<c  plexiouj  and  if  I  durft  declare  the  properties  of 
this  heat,  this  moft  hidden  fecret  ftiould  prefent- 
“  ly  be  revealed.  For  this  heat  doth  help  the  pal- 
“  fical,  it  reftores  and  preferves  the  wafted  ftrength 
cc  of  the  native  heat,  caufeth  it  to  flourifti  in  all 
fC  the  members,  and  gently  revives  the  aged.’* 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  precifely  the  words  of  Fryar  Bacon ;  the 
thing  now  to  be  confidered  is,  whether  we  have 
rightly  interpreted  them,  or  whether  they  are  capa¬ 
ble  of  any  jufter,  and  more  natural  fenfe,  which  af~ 
ter  a  few  reflections  on  the  motives  that  have  deter¬ 
mined  us,  thus  to  explain  it,  fliall  be  left  to  the  rea¬ 
der’s  judgment. 

4 

Some  have  entertained  an  opinion,  that  this  myfte- 
rious  preparation  was  no  other  than  the  quinteflfence 
of  human  blood ;  but  whoever  conflders  thedefcrip- 
tion  of  it,  in  all  its  parts,  will  eafily  difcern,  that  it 
can  be  no  fuch  thing,  flnce  the  odour  or  fcent  of  it 
is  recommended  on  account  of  its  grateful  fweetnefs; 
befldes,  quinteflfences  are  taken  inwardly,  whereas* 
he  direCls  this  medicine  to  be  applied  as  a  plaifter 
to  fhe  ftomach,  and  indeed  the  other  marks  agree 
with  fuch  a  quintefience  as  ill  as  this.  Others  have 
believed,  that  our  author  intended  here  to  defcribe 
a  kind  of  precious  (tone,  but  fuch  muft  be  abfolutely 
unacquainted  with  his  manner  of  writing;  for  he  is 
no  affeCter  of  myfteries,  in  order  to  (trike  his  rea¬ 
der  with  amazement,  or  to  raife  hfs  own  reputation, 
both  of  thefe  little  arts  he  juft ly  contemned.  His  ob- 
fcurity  proceeds  from  this,  that  at  the  time  he  wrote, 
he  was  in  prifon  for  writing  againfl:  the  philofophy 
that  was  then  current,  and  he  addrefs’d  this  book  to 
pope  Nicholas  IV.  his  profecutor,  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  his  pardon  ;  but  being  doubtful  how  far  it  would 
operate,  he  was  very  cautious  ki  writing,  that  he 

might 
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might  not  afford  room  for  a  fecond  accufation,  of 
laying  things  fecret  in  their  nature  open  to  vulgar 
capacities.  Mow,  if  he  was  here  defcribing  a  preci¬ 
ous  (tone*  why  fhould  he  talk  fo  darkly  P  this  cer¬ 
tainly  did  not  require  fo  much  pains  to  be  taken  to 
hide  it,  and  fo  far  would  fuch  a  dark  account  have 
been  from  ferving  his  purpofe,  that  it  would  have 
been  vifibly  contrary  to  his  defign,  by  leaving  room 
for  extraordinary  conjectures,  where,  without  the 
leaft  danger  he  might  have  fpoken  out.  Whereas* 
if  our  interpretation  be  admitted,  there  was  the  ut- 
moft  reafon  for  all  this  caution  ;  his  apology  is  per* 
Fedtly  reafonable,  and  all  the  doubtings  and  hefita* 
tions  that  are  thrown  in,  appear  fo  many  modeft  ex- 
cufes,  very  artfully  and  very  properly  placed. 


Let  us  confider  this  defcription  of  Bacon's,  and 
compare  lit  with  the  pi£ture  drawn  by  the  hand 
of  a  greater,  and  ftill  more  knowing  man,  and  we 
fhall  be  apt  to  think  that  we  hear  Solomon  defcribing 
the  lovely  Shunamite .  Look  upon  Bacon's  words  a- 
gain,  and  imagine  the  thin  veil  to  be  removed  $ 
you  will  then  fee  the  perfect  figure  of  this  dam.fcl 
that  was  very  fair;  you  will  difcern  the  rofe  of  Sha¬ 
ron,  and  the  lilly  of  Damafcus  \  her  hair  like  purple, 
in  curling  locks ;  her  two  young  roes  that  are  twins, 
feeding  among  lillies  j  her  head  filled  with  the  dew, 
and  her  locks  with  the  drops  of  the  night ;  her 
countenance  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  fun  ;  her 
fruit  fweet  to  the  tafte,  as  fhe  fees  under  the  Sha- 
,  -  dow 
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dow  with  great  delight;  her  fpikenard  and  chief 
fpices,  while  the  fouth  wind  blows  upon  her  garden, 
that  the  fpices  thereof  may  blow;  her  well  of  living 
waters,  and  ftreams  of  Lebanon ;  and  here  the  faireft 
among  women  is  wounded  by  the  watchmen,  and 
then  her  beloved  departs. 

\ 

This  commentary  fufficiently  explains  the  text, 
but  to  put  it  beyond  doubt,  and  to  apply  all  this 
effectually  to  my  fubjeft,  I  (hall  touch  gently  on 
two  or  three  remarkable  pafiages.  In  the  firft  place* 
our  author  fays,  that  this  medicine  is  likened  to  that 
which  goes  out  of  the  mine  of  the  noble  animal, 
and  what  can  this  mine  be,  but  woman,  in  whom, 
as  in  a  mine,  the  noble  animal  is  formed.  Then 
again,  our  author  fays,  the  infirmity  of  a  brute  ani¬ 
mal  rarely  pafles  into  man,  but  into  another  animal 
of  the  fame  kind  ;  but  the  infirmity  of  a  man,  pa  fi¬ 
fes  into  man,  and  fo  does  health  becaufe  of  likenefs. 
Here  he  lays  open  a  great  fecret  in  philofophy,  viz. 
that  there  is  a  fympathy  in  health,  as  well  as  conta¬ 
gion  in  difeafe,  and  that  as  a  morbid  breath  infeXs, 
fo  a  wholefome  one  may  exhilerate.  Taken  in  this 
fenfe,  nothing  can  be  eafier,  plainer,  or  more  ra¬ 
tional,  nor  is  there  any  other  fenfe,  the  words  lite¬ 
rally  taken,  can  bear.  The  laft  pafiage  I  fhall  re¬ 
mark  is,  when  he  obferves,  that  Venus  weakens  and 
diminifhes  the  power  and  virtue  of  this  remedy. 
How  exaXly  does  this  agree  with  the  pertinent  re¬ 
flexion  of  the  author  of  the  book  of  Kings,  when  re¬ 
peating 
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peating  the  ufes  David  made  of  Abijhag ;  he  fays* 
with  a  particular  emphafis,  but  the  king  knew  her  not . 
A  young  virgin  taken  in  this  manner,  recalls  heat 
and  life  into  an  old  man  ;  but  if  forgetting  that  this 
is  a  temporary  and  artificial  vigour,  he  ufes  it  as  if 
it  were  a  natural  one*,  he  may  indeed  give  life  t6 
another,  but  it  will  be  at  the  expence  of  his  own. 
When  thefe  exploits  are  related  to  us  as  marks  of 
old  men’s  vigour,  we  fhould  fet  them  doWn  as  marks 
of  their  folly  too  *,  for  as  Solomon  fays,  that  there  is 
a  time  to  be  born ,  and  a  time  to  die  *,  lb  nature  and 
true  philofophy  teaches,  that  there  is  a  time  to  be¬ 
get,  and  a  time  to  abilain  from  begetting.  X 

I  wiil  take  the  liberty  alfo  of  drawing  fome  ad-- 
vantage  even  from  the  fecond  objedtion,  fince,  with 
refpect  to  Eaftern  princes,  though  it  be  true  that 
moil  of  them  die  early,  yet  is  it  no  lefs  true,  that 
where  they  do  not  die  violent  deaths,  (hey  frequent¬ 
ly  live  to  a  great  age  *,  as  for  inftance,  Shah  Abbas $ 
and  Aurengzebe .  Now  if  we  confider  the  conftant 
and  prodigious  fatigues  of  thefe  monarchs,  the  ma¬ 
ny  battles  they  fought  *,  the  tedious  marches  they 
made*,  the  variety  of  dangers  they  run  through, 
and  the  vaft  expence  of  fpirits  that  a  life  of  fuch  in- 
ceffant  adlion,and  fuch  in tenfe  thought, muft  occafion  ; 
It  will  not  be  eafy  to  find  in  a  country,  where  the 
art  of  phyfic  is  far  from  being  fo  perfedt,  as  it  is 
even  in  Europe ;  I  fay  it  will  be  hard  to  find  in  fuch 
places,  any  medicine  capable  of  producing  fo  extra¬ 
ordinary 
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ordinary  efFe£t,  if  we  exclude  this  of  which  I  am 
fpeaking.  For  though  I  am  very  doubtful,  and 
therefore  lay  no  ftrefs  on  the  whalefotioenefs  of  the 
breath  of  women  •,  yet,  in  the  feragiios  of  fuch 
princes,  there  are  always  fo  many  virgins,  and  thefe 
of  fuch  near  accefs  to  the  perfon  of  the  prince,  that 
I  cannot  but  apprehend  his  vigour  and  health,  to  be 
greatly  affifted  by  thofe  falutiferous  ftreams  of 
balfamic  air.  I  cannot  help  adding  what  feems  to 
be  ftill  a  ftronger  argument  in  favour  of  my  fuppo- 
fition,  and  it  is  this,  that  the  Arab  princes  fcattered 
through  the  dominions  of  the  grand  Signior ,  who 
are  lefs  expofcd  to  foreign  wars,  or  domeftic  in¬ 
trigues,  than  other  oriental  princes,  actually  live  be¬ 
yond  the  ordinary  age  of  man,  and  die  at  Jaft  as 
every  man  ought  to  die,  beCaufe  their  blood  can  run 
no  longer.  At  lead,  I  have  a  right  to  make  ufe  of 
a  circumftance  fo  probable  as  this  is,  in  fupport  of 
my  opinion,  when  it  is  thought  reafonable  to  take  a 
fait,  which  has  only  a  fuperfrcial  refemblance  to  the 
cafe  I  have  {fated,  as  a  fufficient  ground  for  an  ob¬ 
jection  againft  the  pofition  I  am  endeavouring  to 
make  good  probability  is  certainly  nearer  a-kin  to 
evidence,  than  a  bare  fimilitude  of  circum fiances, 
which  vanifhes  upon  a  ftrid  examination. 

After  thefe  excurfions,  let  us  return  to  a  more 
ftrid  examination  of  our  fubjedt :  I  have  already 
ftiewn  how  the  breath  of  virgins  may  operate  upon 
old  men,  when  mix’d  with  the  common  air,  and 
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fo  refpired  by  them.  But  let  us  confider  a  little^ 
whether  thefe  numerous  and  fubtile  effluvia  may  not 
operate  fome  other  way  than  this.  All  phyficians 
agree,  fince  the  do£trine  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  has  been  edabliffled,  as  well  as  made  known 
to  the  world,  by  the  fkill  and  learning  of  that  in¬ 
comparable  Englijhman  Doctor  Harvey x  j  that  a  great 
part  of  our  aliments,  after  entering  the  blood,  are 
thrown  out  from  thence  in  fo  imperceptible  a  man- 
ner,  that  this  kind  of  evacuation,  is  very  properly 
{filed  in  fen  Able  perfpiration.  This  was  firfb  careful¬ 
ly  examined  by  Sanfforius,  who  found  that  it  was 
far  more  confiderable  alone,  than  all  the  other  ani¬ 
mal  fecretions  taken  together*'*  If  this  be  fo,  and 
that  it  is  fo,  no  man  in  his  fenfes  now  doubts,  then 
it  follows,  that  there  muff  be  prodigious  quantities 
of  the  matter  of  this  infenfible  perfpiration,  mixed 
in  the  air,  furrounding  the  perfpiring  bodies,  and 
confequently  this  air,  mud  be  impregnated  ftrongly 
with  the  qualities  inherent  to  that  matter. 

|-  |  ...  ■  I—  I  M.l— I.— II  ■  .11  .  .  II  .,««■!  *11.—  Mi,  M  ■  I#.  ■  I— i~* 

x  Our  author  alludes  here  to  the  remarkable  felicity  of  Dadlor 
Uar<vcy$  who  originally  found,  and  then  fully  demonlira  ted  the 
do&rine  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  which  was  at  firli,  as 
moft  new  inventions  are,  oppofed  with  great  heat  and  fpleen  ; 
but  came  at  laft  to  be  as  generally  received  and  admired,  as  it 
deferves.  Doctor  Harvey  died  in  1657,  thirty  years  after  he 
iirft  publifhed  his  difeovery  ;  in  his  Ex ere  it at  id  anatomica  de  mo- 
tu  cordis.  Printed  at  Francfort ,  in  1627. 

y  See  his  famous  treatife  De  medieina  Jlatica ,  which  the  En - 
glijb  reader  may  cor.fult  in  his  own  language,  tranflated  by  the 
judicious  and  indefatigable  Dr.  Quincy, 


If 


the  Sage5*  TRIUMPH.  83 

If  we  pufh  this  enquiry  hill  further,  and  labour 
to  make  ourfelves  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
particles  that  are  thus  thrown  off,  a  little  attention 
will  make  that  matter  plain.  For  fince  infenfible 
perfpiration  is  owing  to  the  circulation  of  tile  blood, 
it  neceffarily  follows,  that  the  particles  thrown  off 
by  the  blood,  mud  participate  of  the  nature  of  that 
fluid  from  which  they  are  thrown  off.  Now  we 
know  the  blood  of  young  people  to  be  foft,  oily, 
and  balfamic,  as  well  as  we  can  know  any  thing, 
becaufe  this  appears  to  us  from  its  effects,  which  are 
a  briik  and  lively  difpofition  %  perfect  health,  and 
quick  growth,  to  all  which,  a  blood  thus  conftitu- 
ted,  is  abfolutely  neceffary.  Upon  thefe  principles; 
it  is  plain,  that  the  matter  perfpired  by  young  peo¬ 
ple  in  fuch  circumftances,  as  I  have  fuppofed  the 
pupils  of  Hermippus  to  be,  mud  have  all  the  quali¬ 
ties  of  their  blood,  and  be  a  foft,  fmooth,  flippery, 
balfamic  fleam,  continually  flowing  from  their  bo¬ 
dies,  and  as  they  afe  conftantly  drawing  in  the  cir¬ 
cumambient  air,  and  continually  throwing  off  this 
matter,  they  muff,  in  the  com pafs  of  a  few  hours, 

i  f 

abfolutely  change  the  whole  mafs  of  air,  in  a  room 
where  they  are  taught  by  their  preceptor,  who,  in 
that  cafe,  will  receive  into  himfelf  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  this  perfpirable  matter,  in  the  lame  manner 
that  it  is  thrown  off  by  them. 
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There  are  many  people*  I  know,  who  wilf  be 
apt  to  treat  this  part  of  my  difcourfe  as  whimfica) 
and  chimerical*  and  for  this  very  reafon,  I  have  not 
infilled  upon  it  fo  largely  as  I  might  have  done,  or 
in  fuch  fir  eng  and  dired  terms.  I  might  have  en¬ 
tered  nicely  into  the  computations  that  have  been 
made  of  the  quantity  of  matter  thrown  off  in  this 
way,  and  from  thence  I  might  have  deduced  many 
curious,  and  to  competent  judges*  convincing  proofs; 
but  I  aided  not  this  critical  kind  of  writing,  which 
might  poffibly  deprive  me  of  a  great  number  of  rea¬ 
ders,  and  fecure  the  alien  t  only  of  thofe  who  are 
leaft  likely  to  carry  this  dodrine  into  pradice.  But 
let  me  have  leave  to  obferve,  that  what  I  have  laid 
down,  is  an  indifputabie  fad,  and  not  among  the 
number  of  thofe  about  which  much  has  been  writ¬ 
ten,  and  nothing  fettled.  Sanfforius  who  firft  treat¬ 
ed  this  matter  judicioufly,  and  pfadically,  had  the 
honour  to  perfed  his  difcovery,  and  to  carry  the 
matter  as  far  as  it  could  go,  and  this  in  the  befl  me¬ 
thod,  I  mean  that  of  experiments ;  for  he  had  a 
chair  fixed  on  a  ballance,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  ac¬ 
commodated  with  fprings,  as  to  difcover  the  flights 
eft  alteration  in  his  weight.  By  the  ufe  of  this  chair, 
and  by  conftant  obfervation  of  what  he  eat,  drank, 
perfpired,  and  evacuated  every  other  way ;  he  came 
at  the  certain  knowlege  of  what  he  has  delivered, 
and  therefore  we  may  with  the  utmoft  confidence, 
believe,  that  at  leaft,  one  half  of  what  we  eat  or 
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drink,  after  patting  through  the  blood,  is  thrown 
eff  in  the  way  l  have  defcribed\ 

A  very  ingenious  Frenchman ,  to  whom  the 
world  is  indebted,  for  as  profitable,  and  at  the  fame 
time  as  pleafant  a  work,  as  any  publiflied  of  late 
years,  has  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  this  doctrine  by 
a  very  well  contrived  fi6iion,  which  I  will  repeat  to 
the  reader,  becaufe  nothing  can  ferve  my  purpofe 
better,  as  I  am  perfuaded  nothing  can  entertain 
him  morea.  *c  The  day  after  our  arrival  at  London , 
**  feveral  tradefmen  came  to  our  lodgings,  in  order 
iC  to  fell  us  the  commodities  and  curiofities  of  their 
“  country.  Every  one  of  the  company  fixed  readily 
u  his  attention  on  what  pleafed  him  mod.  Some 
4<  bought  gloves,  others  ribbons,  and  others  filk 
“  {lockings  *,  the  merchandize  which  fell  to  my 
“  fhare,  was  feveral  perfpedtive  glades  and  micro- 
fcopes.  He  who  fold  them,  was  an  excellent  ma- 
s‘  thematician,  a  man  of  great  capacity,  and  could 
“  fpeak  French  tolkrable  well.  I  kept  him  to  din- 


a  We  muft  coniider,  in  reasoning  upon  this  fubjjedt,  that  Sane - 
tortus  wrote  in  Italy ,  where  the  perforation  may  be  reafonably 
fuppofed  much  greater  than  in  Northern,  countries,  of  which  our 
author  was  aware,  and  has  made  a  proper  deduction. 

a  Melanges  d'hiftoire  et  de  literature  par  M.  De  Vigneul-Mar- 
ville.  Tom.  ii.  p.  46 1.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that 
this  is  not  the  true  name  of  the  author  of  that  curious  book,  but 
one,  under  which  he  chofe  to  hide  it,  on  account  of  fome  free 
cenfures  contained  in  that  diverting  mifcellany. 

F  3  '  “  ner~ 
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cc  ner,  and  as  he  was  mighty  well  pleafed  with  the 
cc  entertainment,  he  told  me  after  he  rofe  from  ca- 
ble,  that  he  had  a  great  curiofity  to  (hew  me, 
£C  He  then  took  out  of  a  fhagreen  box,  an  inftru- 
<c  ment  in  a  tortoiflhell  cafe,  which  proved  to  be  a 
a  moft  excellent  microfcope.  I  may  well  beftow 
£C  this  epithet  upon  it,  fince  it  was  fo  excellent,  as 
not  only  to  difcover  an  infinity  of  bodies  imper- 
ceptible  to  the  naked  eye,  but  even  the  atoms  of 
Ci  Epicurus,  the  fubtile  matter  of  Ik f cartes ,  the  va- 
<c  pours  of  the  earth,  thofe  which  flow  from  our 
tf  own  bodies,  and  fuch  as  derive  to  us  here  the  in- 
44  fluence  of  the  liars. 

“  The  fir  A  experiment  I  made,  was  looking  on 
tc  the  perfon  from  whom  I  receiv’d  it,  at  the  dif- 
S4  tance  of  four  or  five  paces,  which  gave  me  the 
opportunity  of  difcerning  an  infinite  number  of 
£4  little  worms,  that  were  feeding  moft  voracioufly 
65  upon  his  cloaths,  by  which  I  perceived,  that  con- 
44  trary  to  the  common  opinion,  it  is  not  we  who 
44  wear  out  our  cloaths,  but  they  are  fairly  eaten  off 
44  our  backs,  by  thele  invifible  infects;  I  changed 
44  my  fituation,  and  confidering  my  mathematician 
44  in  another  light,  he  appeared  to  be  inveloped  in 
44  a  dark  cloud.  He  told  me,  that  this  appearance 
C£  was  owing  to  his  perfpiring  ftrongly  after  dinner, 
and  that  this  ought  to  convince  me  of  the  truth 
cc  of  what  San  It  or  ins  had  delivered  in  refpedt  to  the 
**  proportion,  between  this  and  other  fecretions. 

•  We 
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(C  Ws  next  went  into  the  kitchen,  where  there 
44  was  a  large  piece  of  beef  roaffing  for  the  fervants, 
44  and  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  with  the  fame 
44  microfcope,  how  the  fire  feparates  all  the  parts  of 
44  the  wood  j  upon  which  it  a£ls  and  darts  them  by 
44  the  violence  of  its  motion  againft  the  beef  that 
44  turns  before  it,  wounding  it  as  it  were  with  an 
44  infinite  number  of  fhafts,  and  fo  tearing  it  to 
44  pieces,  fome  of  which  are  converted  into  juice, 
44  and  others  into  a  delicate  kind  of  fmoke  or  va- 
44  pour,  which  filled  the  kitchen,  and  was  very  fern 
44  fibly  diftinguiihed  by  our  noftrils. 

44  Going  out  of  the  houfe,  we  faw  four  young 
44  men  playing  at  ball.  I,  at  firft  fight,  felt  a 
44  ftrong  inclination  in  favour  of  one,  and  as  ftrong 
44  an  averfion  againft  another,  whence  I  began  earn- 
44  eftly  to  wifh  that  this  might  win,  and  that  might 
44  lofe.  I  examined  both  with  the  mifcrofcope,  and 
44  thereby  eafily  diftinguiihed  the  fource  of  thefe 

paftions.  As  the  men  were  extremely  heated 
44  with  their  exercife,  they  perfpired  ftrongly,  fo  that 
46  clouds  of  the  matter  flowing  from  them,  reached  us. 
44  My  glafs  fhewed  me  diftindly3  that  the  matter  per- 
44  fpired  by  him  for  whom  I  had  an  inclination,  was 
44  exadtly  fimilar  to  what  was  perfpired  by  myfeif^ 
44  whereas,  the  matter  flowing  from  the  other  per- 
44  fon,  wras  abfolutely  unlike  to  mine  in  all  refpetfts, 
44  and  fo  jagged  and  bearded,  that  it  feemed.to.  wound 
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“  and  pierce  me  like  fo  many  arrows.  Hence  I  dif- 
44  cerned,  that  the  true  caufe  of  our  fudden  inclina- 
44  tions  and  averfions,  confifts  in  the  figures  of  the 
44  matter  perfpiring  from  us,  and  from  others,  and 
44  in  the  funilarity  or  contrariety  of  thefe  infcnfible 
44  vapours, 

<c  We  went  out  of  the  city,  and  at  fome  miles 
44  di fiance,  we  faw  fome  gentlemen  diverting  them- 
44  felves  in  courfing  a  hare  *,  as  the  poor  creature  pafif- 
*4  ed  almoft  clofe  by  us,  I  had  juft  time  to  catch  a 
44  glance  of  her  with  my  glafs.  She  appeared  to  me 
44  like  a  ball  of  fire  moving  with  prodigious  rapidi- 
44  ty,  and  leaving  a  mighty  frnoke  behind  her. 
44  This  was  the  matter  perfpired  by  the  animal,  and 
44  I  faw  that  the  dogs  followed  exa&ly  the  track  of 
44  that  frnoke,  and  Were  never  at  all  at  a  lofs,  ex- 
**  cept  when  the  wind  diffipated  the  cloud  that  iffu- 
44  ed  from  the  flying  hare” 

In  this  fhort  account,  our  author  very  ingenioufly 
rallies  fuch  as  expedl  to  have  occular  demonftration  of 
things,  that  do  not  admit  of  any  fuch  evidence. 
His  microfcope  is  nothing  more  than  invention  to 
cenfure  their  folly,  and  expofe  the  madnefs  of  hav¬ 
ing  that  verified  to  the  fenfes,  which  can  only  be  ap¬ 
prehended  by  reafon  ;  yet  this  kind  ofiweaknefs  ft  ill 
prevails  in  the  world,  and  I  dare  fay,  there  is  many 
a  reader  who  would  laugh  at  the  ftory  of  the  hare, 
as  an  abfolute  fi&ion,  and  afterwards  blufit  to  fee 

the 
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Ae  fame  thing  gravely  laid  down  by  fo  judicious,  fo 
intelligent  a  perfon  as  the  great  Boerbaaveh.  There 
feems  to  be  nothing  more  unintelligible  or  abfurd, 
than  to  aflfert  that  there  are  things  which  are  conti¬ 
nually  lofing  part  of  their  weight,  and  yet  never 
grow  difcernably  lighter  ;  and  yet  this  we  lee 
in  the  cafe  of  the  antimonial  cup,  of  which  when 
we  have  five  hundred  times  made  ufe,  and  af¬ 
ter  bellowing  an  emetic  quality  on  five  hundred 
glafles  of  wine,  remains  juft  as  heavy  as  it  was 
at  firft.  We  may  fay  the  fame  thing  of  the  odori¬ 
ferous  effluvia  of  ambergreafe,  and  the  lefs  agreeable 
fleam  of  affafaetida.  None  of  thefe  things  can  be 
brought  under  the  cognizance  of  all  our  fenfes,  it  is 
fufficient  to  convince  our  reafon  if  they  fall  under 
any  one  of  them.  For  inftance,  if  I  plainly  difcern 


b  See  his  chemiftry,  vol.  i.  p.  151.  wherein  his  words  are  thus 
tranflatecj.  The  molt  fubtile  part  of  the  juices  of  animals  is  a 
fine  fpirit,  which  is  continually  exhaling,  wherein  the  proper 
character  of  the  animal  feems  to  refide,  and  whereby  it  is  diifm- 
guifhed  from  all  others.  This  we  may  infer  from  hounds,  which 
through  a  long  trad  of  ground,  and  a  multitude  of  crofs  Treads 
will  diftinguifh  a  particular  animal  out  of  a  whole  flock ;  the 
effluvia  of  whofe  footfteps  it  had  lately  fcented,  or  will  find  out 
their  mailer  through  an  hundred  crofs  ways,  in  the  middle  of  a 
confufed  concourfe  of  people.  By  this  we  may  infer,  how  thin 
and  fubtile,  yet  how  different  from  all  other  kinds  of  bodies 
thefe  effluvia  mull  be.  They  feem  of  an  oily  origin,  or  to  re¬ 
fide  in  a  fubtile  vehicle  of  an  oily  kind,  as  may  appear  both  from 
the  analogy  of  things  and  other  properties. 
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the  fmell  of  a  rofe  at  a  certain  diftance ;  my  reafon 
will  tell  me,  that  I  am  within  the  atmofphere  of 
$hat  flower,  becaufe  it  is  impoflible  that  I  flbould 
difcern  its  odour  by  the  fmell,  if  its  effluvia  did  not 
ftrike  the  proper  organ  of  that  fenfe  in  me.  Hence, 
with  a  little  reflection,  I  can  eafily  form  a  notion  of 
this  flower,  perfpiring  an  infinite  number  of  odori¬ 
ferous  particles,  which  for  a  certain  diftance,  fo 
much  overcome  all  the  other  different  forts  of  mat¬ 
ter  floating  in  the  air,  as  to  become  fo  many  objects 
of  my  fenfe  of  fmelling  % 

But  now,  if  we  take  this  the  other  way,  and 
confider  a  body  continually  perfpiring  fuch  a  mat¬ 
ter  as  is  infenfible  to  us,  that  is,  particles  fo  fubtile 
as  to  efcape  the  cognizance  of  all  our  organs  of  fen- 
fation,  we  muft  be  extremely  dull  of  apprehenfion, 
if  we  do  not  conceive,  that  this  perfpiring  body 
muft  have  its  atmofphere,  as  well  as  the  rofe,  or 
any  other  fragrant  flower.  It  is,  therefore,  I  think, 
a  point  now  fettled  paft  all  difpute,  that  if  a  number 
of  virgins  are  in  the  company  of  an  old  man,  he 
muft  derive  from  them  into  himfelf  a  great  quantity 
of  that  fubtile  matter,  the  qualities  of  which  have 
been  before  defcrihed,  and  efpecially  if  we  confider, 
that  as  thefe  effluvia  efcape  through  the  pores,  the 


c  See  a  multitude  of  thefe  inflances  collected,  and  proper ly 
applied  in  Mr.  Beyle's  curious  treatife  upon  gems. 
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pores  mufl  confequently  be  continually  open,  and 
if  fo,  they  muft  imbibe  from  without,  as  well  as; 
give  paflage  to  what  comes  from  within. 

I  doubt  this  will  appear  a  new  paradox  to  many 
pf  my  readers,  and  methinks  I  fee  fome  of  them 
ready  to  throw  my  treatife  out  of  their  hands,  and 
crying  with  an  air  of  felf-fufficiency  and  difdain ; 
this  poor  man  is  mad  himfelf,  and  he  would  fain 
make  us  fo.  But  patience  a  little,  give  me  leave 
but  to  propofe  a  few  familiar  queftions,  and  I  will 
defy  you  to  disbelieve  what  I  had  laid  down.  Is 
there  any  thing  mpre  common,  than  to  find  a  ftran- 
guary  enfue  upon  the  application  of  a  blifter,  and 
yet  how  can  this  happen,  if  the  particles  of  the  can- 
tharides  did  not  enter  through  the  pores,  and  there¬ 
by  create  a  diverfion  of  that  fait  watry  fluid,  which 
is  ufually  fecreted  by  the  kidneys,  and  compofes 
what  we  call  urine.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a 
thing  certain,  that  opium  ufed  in  a  plaifter,  will 
procure  fleep,  which  it  could  not  poflibly  do,  if  in 
like  manner  it  did  not  find  a  paflage  through  the 
pores  into  the  blood :  I  might  likewife  take  notice 
of  an  effedt  that  frequently,  if  not  conftantly,  refults 
from  the  application  of  a  cataplafm  of  camomile  to 
the  ftomach,  the  bitter  tafte  of  which  herb,  in  the 

V  ■  -  1 

fpace  of  two  hours,  is  difcerned  on  the  palate.  I 
will  mention  one  inftance  more,  which  is  at  once  fo 

•  •  •  V  >,  .  1  ' 

flrong,  and  fo  common,  as  to  put  the  matter  quite 
put  of  difpute  j  I  mean  the  ordinary  method  of  raid¬ 
ing 


92  Hermippus  Re d i vi v us  ;  or, 

ing  falivations  by  undtion  ;  for  whoever  confideps 
this  attentively,  muft  be  fenfible,  that  the  body  may 
be  very  flrongly  affedled  by  things  that  enter  into  k 
only  through  the  pores d. 

I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  a  very  fingular 
pafiage  in  a  French  hiftorian,  vvhofe  character  is  per¬ 
fectly  well  eftablifhcd,  and  which  pafiage  in  my  ap- 
prehenfion,  may  contribute  not  a  little  to  render  all 
that  I  have  afterted  equally  credible  and  clear.  This 
author  tells  us e,  that  in  the  year  1346,  there  broke 
out  of  the  earth  in  Cathay ,  which  is  that  part  of  Great 
tartary,  bordering  upon  China ,  a  certain  vapour, 
fo  prodigioufiy  kinking,  as  to  deftroy  all  living 
creatures.  This  like  a  fubterraneous  fire,  after  it 

once  efcaped,  rolled  over  two-  hundred  leagues  of 

♦ 

country,  devouring  even  the  very  trees  and  flones, 
and  affedted  the  air  in  a  wonderful  manner.  From 
Cathay  it  pafied  through  Afia  and  Greece,  from 
thence  it  crofied  over  into  Africa,  and  after  ravag¬ 
ing  that  country,  it  entered  Europe  in  1  348,  mak¬ 
ing  fuch  havock  in  France ,  that  not  fo  much  as  a  ci- 


d  The  Montpelier  way  of  fahvating  is  {fill  a  ftronger  proof 
of  this,  iince  it  argues,  that  this  method  of  r'aifing  it,  is  fifer, 
more  equal  and  better  adapted  to  the  ends  it  is  to  anfwer,  than 
that  of  taking  things  by  the  mouth. 

e  Abrege  chronologique  de  l’hifloire,  de  Frame  par  le  fieur  d<? 
Mezeray,  tom  iii.  p,  72. 
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ty,  village,  or  fingle  houfe  efcaped,  and  from  thence 
it  paffed  into  other  countries,  lb  as  to  reach  even  the 
utmod  extremities  of  the  north  *  the  venom  fays  my 
author  was  fo  contagious,  as  to  infedt  even  by  the 
fight.  It  was  remarked,  that  it  continued  ex¬ 
actly  five  months  in  every  country  through  which 
it  paffed.  In  thofe  places  where  it  was  mod  favour¬ 
able,  it  left  only  a  third  of  the  inhabitants,  in  mod 
about  a  fifteenth,  in  fome  not  above  a  twentieth 
part.  Can  one  conceive  that  an  exhalation  fhould 
pafs  quite  round  the  globe,  and  produce  fuch  terrible 
effects  wherever  it  came,  and  fhall  we  believe  that  ex¬ 
halations  which  are  continually  furrounding  us,  have 
no  effe&s  at  all  ?  Or  ought  we  to  apprehend,  that  if 
fuch  dreadful  feats  can  be  wrought  by  dinking  and 
noxious  exhalations,  there  is  nothing  nutritive  or 
falutary  to  be  performed  by  thofe  of  an  oppofite 
kind  ?  I  mud  confefs,  that  I  fee  no  ground  for  fuch 
a  belief. 

There  is  undoubtedly,  as  the  learned  Bacon 
lays  it  down,  a  healthy  fympathy,  as  well  as  a 
morbid  Infection  f  $  and  as  in  fpight  of  all  the  care 
and  caution  we  can  rake,  we  find  it  extremely  hard 


{  See  p.  64.  in  the  quotation  from  Bacon.  If  this  argument 
be  not  allowed,  it  will  be  hard  to  affign  any  rational  caufe,  why 
one  place  (hould  be  more  healthy  than  another  ;  and  to  underfland 
this  do&rine  perfe&ly,  the  reader  ought  to  confult  Mr.  Boyleh 
treatife  of  the  wholefpmenefs  and  un%]iolefomnefs  of  the 
air. 

to 
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to  guard  againft,  and  to  ward  off  the  latter;  fti 
by  a  parity  of  reafon;  it  fliould  feem,  that  of  all 
the  methods  contributing  to  health,  the  former 
ought  to  prove  the  moil  efficacious :  that  is  to  fay; 
we  think  there  is  no  way  hitherto  laid  down  for 
preferving  the  vigour  of  the  body,  and  thereby  fe- 
curing  fuch  a  fupply  of  animal  fpirits,  as  may  fuj> 
port  the  dominion  of  the  foul,  in  its  full  extent  and 
activity,  fo  feafible  as  this ;  which  is  fuggefted  to  be 
the  fotirce  of  the  longevity,  and  healthfulnefs  of 
Hermippus .  For  if  infenfible  perforation  be  made 
through  the  pores;  fo  that  there  is  a  continual  fleam 
tranfpiring  from  every  body,  then  it  follows,  that 
where  an  old  man  is  conftantly  attended  by  many 
young  women,  his  body  mu  ft  be  furrounded  with 
an  infinite  quantity  of  the  perfpifable  matter  flow¬ 
ing  from  them ;  and  if  on  the  other  hand,  he  not 
Only  perfpires  through  the  pores;  but  alfo  receives 
by  them  as  has  been  already  demonftrated,  the  fineft 
and  moft  fpirituous  particles  of  other  bodies  into  his 
own  ;  then  it  is  very  evident,  that  fuch  an  old  man 
muft  be,  as  I  obferved  before,  in  fuch  a  fituation; 
as  will  enable  him  to  draw  the  gfeateft  poffible  be¬ 
nefit  from  this  moft  comfortable  medicine. 

The  more  ftri&ly  we  confider  the  ftrudtufe  of 
the  human  body,  and  the  certain  caufes  of  health 
and  ficknefs,  the  more  reafon  we  fhall  find  to  be  fa- 

tisfied  with,  and  to  acquiefce  in  the  fyftem  we  have 

) 

laid  down,  Reafon  and  experience  have  convinced 
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ti§,  that  the  body  is  a  pneumatico-hydrauhc  machine, 
compofed  of  fluids  and  folids,  and  that  a  good  con- 
ftitution,  or  healthy  difpofition  arifes  from  the  pro¬ 
per  motion  of  the  one,  and  a  due  circulation  of  the 
other.  It  is  al  fo,  no  lefs  certain,  that  this  motion  , 

and  this  circulation  depend  reciprocally  on  each 

* 

other.  For  as  the  circulation  is  obftrudled,  leffened, 
and  in  fome  meafure  flopped  from  the  want  of  a 
proper  motion  of  the  folids,  occafioned  by  their  lols 
of  the  true  tone  and  texture  which  they  ought  to 
have  ;  fo  this  very  lofs  on  the  other  hand,  arifes 
from  their  not  receiving  a  timely  and  fuitable  fupply 
of  nutrition  from  the  circulating  juices5.  Hence  that 
drynefs,  fliffnefs,  and  rigidity  of  the  fibres,  which 
properly  caufes  the  difeafe,  we  call  old  age,  to  pre¬ 
vent  which,  in  a  natural,  rational,  and  phyfical  way* 
the  only  proper  method  is,  to  provide  a  conflant* 
equal,  and  effe&ual  fupply  of  fmooth  balfamic  and 
lubricating  particles  from  the  circulating  fluids.  If 
this  could  once  be  done,  it  is,  I  think,  very  apparent, 
that  old  age  could  no  more  attack  the  human  body, 
than  any  other  difeafe,  againft  which,  proper  precau¬ 
tions  may  be  taken.  But,  as  it  is  not  to  be  expedl- 
ed  that  human  wifdom  fhould  be  able  to  perfedl  fuch 
a  method,  all  that  we  can  feafonably  hope  for,  is,  to 
arrive  at  fome  proficiency  therein  ;  fo  that  though 
we  are  not  able  to  prevent  old  age,  we  may  have  it 
at  leafl  in  our  power  to  retard  it.  It  is  in  a  manner 


&  Boethaav.  inftit.  medic.  §  1053,  I0H* 
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incredible,  that  by  art,  a  man  fhould  be  able  to  reach 
two  or  three  hundred  ;  but  that  he  fhould  live  and 
enjoy  life  to  upwards  of  an  hundred  ;  the  wifeft  of 
the  antients  believed,  and  the  methods  they  prefers 
bed  and  pra6tifed  for  this  purpofe,  are  all  founded 
upon  my  principles,  as  appears  from  their  ufe  of 
fridions,  baths,  and  ointments,  all  of  which  had 
been  idle  and  improper,  if  they  had  not  conceived 
it  poffibie  to  charge  the  fluids,  by  means  of  them, 
with  luch  particles  as  wed?  fit  to  repair  the  Ioffes  of 
the  folidsh. 

The  gfeateft  philofophers,  and  the  wifeft  men  in 
all  ages,  have  had  this  point  in  view,  and  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  accomplifh  it;  but  this  has  been  attend¬ 
ed  with  two  inconveniences,  or  rather  three,  which 
I  confider  as  the  true  caufes  why  hitherto  it  has  not 
been  accompli fhed.  The  firft  is,  that  they  have  kept 
their  notions  fecret ;  that  is  to  fay,  relying  upon 
their  own  abilities,  they  have  fancied  themfelves  ca¬ 
pable  of  difeovering  this  wonderful  art,  and  of  mak* 
ing  it  not  only  fubfervient  to  the  private  and  parti¬ 
cular  purpofe  of  prefer ving  their  own  lives,  but  to 
the  raifing  and  exalting  of  their  fame.  In  the  next 
place,  they  have  run  away  with  particular  circum- 


h  Inftead  of  citing  phyftcians,  I  fliall  refer  the  reader  to  Plu¬ 
tarch's  learned  treatife  on  health  and  long  life,  where,  in  a  nar¬ 
row  compafs,  he  will  fee  the  fenfe  of  the  belt  writers  in  all  an¬ 
tiquity  on  this  fubjed. 


ftanpes,, 
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{lances,  and  have  fancied,  that  this  or  that  drug 
'would  reftore  nature,  or  fuch  a  particular  regimen, 
defend  them  from  difeafes.  As  to  the  firfi,  there  is 

-i 

not,  perhaps,  a  fingle  article  of  the  materia  medica , 
that  is  hitherto  fully  underflood,  which  is  the  true 
reafon  of  the  great  incertainty  of  phyfic ;  and  as  to  re¬ 
gimen*  it  may,  and  certainly  has,  a  great  effedt  in 
prelerving  health ;  but  as  the  wife  lord  Bacon  judi- 
cioufiy  obferved,  preferving  health,  and  extending 
life,  are  two  very  different  things1. 

Lastly,  thefe  very  underftanding  perfons  have 
dealt  intirely  in  theory,  and  by  this  means  have  been 
furprized  by  death,  while  they  were  under  a  firm 
perfuafion  of  being  fecure  from  his  attacks  5  where¬ 
as,  fuch  an  art,  muff  be  founded  wholly  in  experi¬ 
ment,  as  I  (hall  lhew  hereafter.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  will  produce  a  remarkable  in  fiance  in  fupport  of 


1  We  (ball  hereafter  give  the  reader  the  very  words  of  lord  Ba¬ 
con  upon  this  fubjed,  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  obferve  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  variations  in  the  regi¬ 
men  for  health  and  long  life.  With  refped  to  the  former,  the 
diet  may  be  fuller  and  freer,  the  exercife  briber,  and  the  deep 
(horter,  than  with  regard  to  the  latter.  The  reafon  of  which  is 
not  difficult  to  conceive  ;  for  health  implies  only  keeping  the  ma¬ 
chine  of  the  body  in  per  fed  order,  which  requires  barely,  that  the 
materials  wear  out  equally  •  but  for  the  prolonging  of  life,  great 
Care  mufl  be  taken  to  preferve  the  materials,  that  they  may  be 
as  little  worn  as  poftible,  and  confequendy  laid  as  long  as  the 
nature  of  them  will  allow. 


G 
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what  I  have  been  faying,  which  if  I  am  not  very 
much  miftaken,  will  afford  the  reader  amufement 
and  information  k. 

The  very  ingenious  and  knowing  M.  Des  Mai- 
zeaux,  in  the  life  of  M.  St.  Evremond ,  tells  us,  this 
gentleman  was  informed  by  Sir  Kenelm  Digby ,  that 
having  read  the  writings  of  that  great  philofopher 
Des  Caries ,  he  refolved  to  go  over  to  Holland  t  n 
purpofe  to  fee  him.  He  did  fo,  and  found  him  in 
his  retirement  at  Egmond .  There  that  iludious  and 
intelligent  perfon  received  and  converfed  with  him 


k  This  Sir  Kenelm  Digby ,  was  a  very  learned  and  a  very  great 
man.  He  had  indeed  fome  particular  notions  in  philofophy,  and 
did  not  always  explain  himfelf  fo  clearly  as  he  might  have  done, 
whence  occafion  has  been  taken  to  mifreprefent  his  opinions,  and 
thus  mifreprefented,  to  treat  them  as  ridiculous ;  but  that  he  was 
really  a  moll:  intelligent  and  fagacious  perfon,  will  appear  from 
his  explanation  of  eledricity,  which,  as  it  is  contained  in  few 
words,  I  will  fet  down  for  the  reader’s  confideration.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  his  hypothecs,  the  amber,  or  other  eledric  being  chafed 
or  heated,  is  made  to  emit  certain  rays  or  files  of  unduous  fieams, 
which  when  they  come  to  be  a  little  cooled  by  the  external  air 
are  fomewhat  condenfed,  and  having  loll  of  their  former  agita¬ 
tions,  lhrink  back  to  the  body  whence  they  faliied  out,  and  car¬ 
ry  with  them  thofe  light  bodies  that  their  further  ends  happen  to 
adhere  to  at  the  time  of  their  refradion  ;  as  when  a  drop  of  oil 
or  fyrup  hangs  from  the  end  of  a  fmall  flick,  if  that  be  dexterouf] y 
and  cautioufly  ftruck,  the  vifcous  fubflance  will  by  that  impulfe 
be  ftretched  out,  and  prefently  retreating,  will  bring  along  with 
it  the  duft,  or  other  light  bodies  that  have  happened  tc  flick  to  the 
remoter  parts  of  it. 


as 
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as  a  ft  ranger,  but  after  a  confiderable  time  fpent  in 
a  Jee  and  learned  difcourfe  upon  a  great  variety  of 
u  je  s,  M.  Des  Cartes,  who  had  feen  fome  of  his 
works,  told  him,  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  he  v:as 
the  famous  Sir  Kenelm  Digby.  «  And  if  you  Sir, 

t<  Ve/ted  th*kni£ht,  were  not  the  illuftrious  M.  Des 

«  meS ’  1  !hould  not  have  co*ne  over  from  England 
on  purpofe  to  fee  you”.  Then  Sir  Kenelm  Digby 

remarked  to  the  philofopher,  «  that  our  fpeculative 

“  h  t°aT'cs  71 ,ndeed  pretty  and  asreeab!e’ but 

«  fir  fi! f  1Cy  WCre  t0°  Uncerrain  and  “npro- 

«  life  C°  ,  7P  "  man’S  Wh°Je  thoa^s;  that 

«  I  7S  7  t0°  £°  atta!n  Co  the  right 

«  n°'T  eSe  °f  neCeflary  things ;  that  it  would  be 

„  7C,h  T°r;  WOrthy  0f  him’  wh0  well  under- 
„  ft°0d  framS  °f  the  hLlman  body,  to  ftudy 

“  fdf  to  th"  hmeanSr°  Pr0!0ng  tha"  t0  app,y  him- 
felf  to  the  barren  fpeculations  of philofophy.”  Des 

Cartes  allured  him,  that  he  had  already  confided 

that  matter,  and  that  to  render  a  man  immortal 

was  what  he  would  not  venture  to  promife  ;  but  that 

h  was  very  fure,  it  was  poffible  to  lengthen  out  his 

t  e  to  tie  period  of  the  patriarchs.  When  M.  de 

St.  Evremond  told  M.  Des  Maizeaux  this  particular 

t7added’that  7y  Were  n0t  'Snorant  in  Holland 
that  Des  Cartes  flattered  himfclf  he  had  made  this 

difcovery,  and  that  he  had  heard  feveral  perfons 
tak°f  IC’  Wh°  had  known  that  philofopher ;  th  t 

Des  Can  f  ,  ,  in  ^  ^  lt,  and  thaf  ^ 

p  *  hlS  dllClple  and  martyr,  being  perfuaded 

^  2  that 
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that  he  had  found  out  this  great  fecret*  would  not 
believe  the  news  of  his  death,  and  that  when  he  was 
afhamed  to  doubt  of  it  any  longer,  he  cried  out,  *tis 
done  and  over,  the  world  will  foon  be  at  an  end! 

It  is  certain,  as  M.  Des  Maizeaux  obferves,  that 
Des  Cartes  thought  he  had  found  out  a  way  to  pro¬ 
long  the  life  of  man1 * * *.  “  I  never  took  fo  much  care, 
6C  j 'aid  he  to  M.  deZuylichem,  who  ajked  him  what 
cc  he  was  employed  about ;  to  preferve  my  life  as  now, 
u  and  whereas  i  thought  heretofore,  that  death  could 
abridge  me  of  thirty  or  forty  at  moil,  it  cannot  fur- 
prize  me  now,  without  depriving  me  of  the  hope 
u  of  above  an  hundred  years.  For  it  feems  evident 
Ci  to  me,  that  if  we  only  guarded  againft  certain  er- 
“  rors,  that  we  are  wont  to  commit,  in  our  courfe 
44  of  diet,  we  might,  without  any  other  intention, 
ct  attain  to  an  old  age,  much  longer  and  more  hap- 
46  py  than  now  we  do.  But  becaufe  I  have  need  of 
14  a  great  deal  of  time  and  experience  to  examine  e- 
very  thing  proper  to  this  fubjed,  I  am  now  com- 
cc  pofing  a  fhort  fyftem  of  medicines ,  by  which  I  hope, 
46  while  I  am  engaged  in  this  work,  to  obtain  fome 
44  refpite  from  nature,  and  confequently  to  be  a- 
46  ble  to  profecute  my  defign  better  hereafter.5’  M. 


1  Lettres  de  M.  Des  Cartes,  tom.  1 1.  p.  374.  He  wrote  this 

i * 

Letter  in  the  forty-third  year  ot  his  age,  and  died  about  twelve 
years  afterwards,  fo  that  nothing  can  be  mere  evident,  than  that 

he  was  entirely  miftaken  in  his  notion  upon  this  fubjedt. 


Baillet 
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Baillet  tells  us  in  his  life  of  Des  Cartes ,  that  the  Ab¬ 
bot  Picot  having  accompanied  him  to  Holland >  in 
1647,  conformed  to  his  courfe  of  diet,  during  the 
three  months  which  he  ftayed  with  him  at  Egmond* 
and  that  he  was  fo  pleafed  with  it,  that  at  his  return 
to  France ,  he  ferioufly  renounced  that  good  eating 
and  drinking  which  before  he  liked  well  enough, 
and  was  refolved  to  reduce  himfelf  to  the  rules  of 
M.  Des  Cartes ,  thinking  it  would  be  the  only  way 
to  promote  the  fuccels  of  the  fecret,  which  he  pre¬ 
tended  was  actually  found  out  by  our  philofopher, 
to  make  men  live  lour  or  five  hundred  years.  And 
the  fame  writer  tells  us  in  another  place,  that  this 
abbot;  was  fo  fully  perfuaded  that  Des  Cartes  could 
not  be  miftaken  in  his  notions  on  this  point,  that 
he  would  have  fworn,  it  would  have  been  impofii- 
ble  for  him  to  die«as  he  did  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  *, 
and  that  had  it  not  been  for  fbme  unaccountable  vi¬ 
olent  caufe,  like  that  which  once  put  his  machine  in 
Sweden  out  of  order,  he  would  haye  unqueftionably 
lived  fiye  hundred  years. 

The  mi  (carriage  of  M.  Des  Cartes ,  is  indeed  an 
argument  againft  his  method,  whatever  it  was ;  but 
it  proves  nothing  to -the  prejudice  of  his  opinion, 
that  life  may  be  extended  and  old  age  retarded. 
Many  of  his  principles  in  philofophy  are  very  good,  - 
and  many  of  the  arguments  he  ufed  very  juft*,  but 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  became  enamoured 
of  his  own  notions,  and  ran  into  a  prodigious  fond- 

G  3  nefs 
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nefs  for  hypothefes ;  and  thus,  by  conceiting  himfelf 
more  than  man,  he  became  no  longer  the  great  man 
that  he  was.  A  misfortune  this,  which  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  others  as  well  as  Des  Cartes ,  and  which 
will  happen  to  every  man  who  runs  out  into  extra¬ 
vagant  lengths,  and  fancies  that  he  fees  farther  into 
nature,  and  penetrates  more  deeply  into  the  myfte- 
ries  of  providence,  than  all  who  have  gone  before 
him.  Humility  is  not  only  a  chrifbian,  but  a  phi- 
lofophic  virtue;  for  the  wifer  a  man  is,  the  lefs  opi¬ 
nion  he  has  of  his  own  knowlege ;  as  he  who  is  a 
great  traveller,  is  freed:  from  the  conceits  which  the 
vulgar  have  of  the  excellency  of  their  own  countries. 
In  fine,  it  was  the  knowlege  of  Des  Cartes  that  made 
him  conceive  the  prolonging  human  life  practicable, 
and  his  vanity  made  him  midake  the  finding  there 
was  fuch  a  fecret,  for  the  fecret  itlelfm. 

But 


m  What  our  author  fays  of  M.  Des  Cartes ,  is  very  exadl ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  a  little  ohfeure.  He  fee  ms  to  have  a 
great  diffidence  of  his  own  judgment,  and  is  therefore  very  mo- 
deft  in  his  cenfures ;  but  tho’  in  one  fenfe  this  may  Be  very  com¬ 
mendable,  yet  in  another,  it  deferves  to  be  reproved.  He  fays, 
that  Des  Cartes  found  that  fuch  a  iecret  might  be  pradlicable  as 
to  extend  the  life  of  man  beyond  its  ordinary  date,  and  he  fays, 
that  his  vanity  made  him  miftake  this  for  the  fecret  itfelf.  It  is 
very  true,  but  it  is  net  very  clear  ;  it  is  a  very  juft  character  of 
this  philolopher,  but  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  a  very  dark  one. 
In  Hiort,  the  cafe  was  this,  M.  Des  Cartes  had  a  very  quick  pe¬ 
netration,  which  enabled  him  to  fee  the  errors  of  Arijiotie%  and 
the  fchoolmen,  and  as  one  who  lees  clearly,  will  always  fpeak 

dearly, 
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But  as  I  have  laid,  experiment  is  the  true  teft  of 
every  branch  of  practical  philofophy.  We  fee  and 
know  the  incommodities  of  old  age,  and  the  times 
at  which  they  are  ufually  felt,  and  therefore  the  fair- 
eft  token  of  the  true  method  of  arriving  at  healthy 
longevity  is  the  keeping  clear  of  thefe  incommodities 
at  thofe  feafons  of  life.  He  that  knows  how  to 


clearly,  fo  he  found  it  no  difficult  thing  to  ruin  their  repu¬ 
tation,  and  with  it  the  credit  of  their  philofophy.  But  when, 
if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  he  came  to  rectify  philofo¬ 
phy,  his  vanity  refulting  from  his  fuccefs,  led  him  into  an  opi¬ 
nion,  that  he  could  account  for  every  thing  by  mere  dint  of 
parts,  and  eflablilh  fuch  a  new  philofophy,  as  fhould  univer- 
fally  prevail  in  like  manner  as  the  old  one.  Hence  it  appears, 
that  he  was  a  falfe  patriot  in  fcience ;  for  he  did  not  remove  Arif- 
totle's  tyranny,  in  order  to  make  the  world  free,  but  that  he 
might  fupplant  him,  and  rule  as  a  perpetual  dictator  in  his  turn  j 
in  which  if  he  was  not  fo  lucky  as  he  delired,  he  was  much  more 
lucky  than  he  could  expeft,  and  his  reign  had  lalled  much 
longer,  if  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  had  not  depofed  him,  and  generouf- 
ly  reftored  a  philofophic  freedom  in  thinking.  As  to  the  point 
of  which  our  author  fpeaks  he  had  certainly  difcovered,  that  the 
machine  of  the  human  body  might  be  kept  much  longer  in  or¬ 
der,  than  it  ufually  was,  which  Sir  Kenelm  Digby  knew  as  well 
as  he  ;  but  then  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  had  parts  fufficient 
to  difcover  the  means  alfo  of  doing  this,  and  having  invented 
fome  method  or  other  for  this  purpofe,  he  prefumed  it  muft  be  the 
true  method,  becaufe  it  was  of  his  invention,  and  this  will  be 
found  to  be  of  a  piece  with  the  whole  flru&ure  of  his  philofophy, 
there  being  hardly  any  part  of  it,  fo  far  as  it  is,  his,  that  upon  a 
Aridl  enquiry,  has  been  found  free,  or  agreeable  to  nature,  and 
this,  I  hope,  is  a  tollerable  explanation  and  defence  of  our  author's 
cenfure. 

G  4 
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manage  his  body,  lb  as  to  anfwer  all  the  intentions 
ofphyfic  without  ufing  it,  who  can  prated  himfelf 
from  dimnels  of  fight,  dulnefs  of  hearing,  numb- 
nefs,  or  pains  in  hfs  limbs,  the  finking  of  his 
mufcles,  the  tremor  of  the  nerves,  and  fuch  other 
infirmities  ;  may  reafonably  hope,  that  he  has  made 
fome  progrefs  in  the  fcience,  and  will  certainly  ad 
rationally  in  profecuting  his  method,  whatever  it 
may  be.  But  then  he  mud  carefully  diftinguilh  be¬ 
tween  the  effeds  of  his  method,  and  the  confe- 

quences  of  a  happy  con  fti  tut  ion,  for  without  doubt 

« 

thefe  are  often  mlftaken  for  each  other,  and  as  it  is 
very  pofiibie,  that  a  man  may  be  deceived  in  aferib- 
ing  that  to  art,  which  is  really  due  to  nature;  fo  as 
I  have  hinted,  before  it  is  a  thing  not  at  all  Ids  pro¬ 
bable,  that  many  have  been  indebted  to  art  (which 
they  pradifed  without  knowing  it)  for  what  they 
imagined  arofe  from  nature.  He  who  attentively 
confiders  what  has  been  faid  before,  of  the  unufual 
vigour  of  old  men  that  have  delighted  in  young 
company,  will  eafily  apprehend  what  I  mean,  and 
togalk  intelligibly  upon  a  ilibjed,  that  has  hitherto 
been  fo  little  examined,  is  the  greateft  merit  that  I 
pretend  to  aflfume  n. 

After 


n  What  our  author  fays  exprefsly  here,  and  what  he  has  hint¬ 
ed  in  many  other  places,  is  very  fenfible  and  curious,  and  there¬ 
fore  deferves  to  be  illuftrated.  He  gives  us  to  underhand  that 
accident  and  art,  which  are  generally  fpeaking,  thought  two  of 
the  moil  oppofitc  things  in  the  world,  are  nctwithftanding  very 

often 
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After  all,  we  ought  to  keep  conftantly  in -mind 
that  the  principal  and  ftrongeft  caufes  of  that  com¬ 
plication  of  fymptoms,  which  appear  in  the  natural 


often  the  fame.  This  is  juft  the  cafe  of  chance  and  providence, 
for  when  men  do  not  difcern  the  caufes  of  events,  they  fay  they 
happen  by  chance,  but  when  they  perceive,  or  think  they  per¬ 
ceive  their  caufes,  they  are  willing  from  thence  to  acknovvlege  a 
providence.  An  inftance  will  make  all  clear.  There  was  about 
the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  a  dealer  in  filks  at  Lyons  in 
France ,  whofe  name  was  Ottavio  May ,  a  man  of  a  good  capacity, 
and  great  diligence,  but  by  a  chain  of  unlucky  events,  his  affairs 
were  brought  into  a  very  unhappy  fituaticn.  His  caih  run  fhort, 
his  refources  failed,  and  his  creditors  began  to  fufpect,  all  was  not 
right;  in  this  unlucky  fituation  he  knew  not  who  to  confult,  or 
how  to  go  on.  In  this  melancholy  ftate  ftanding  one  day  in  his 

£ 

(hop  brooding  over  his  misfortunes,  he  happened  to  put  a  little 
tuft  of  raw  filk  into  his  mouth,  and  grinding  it  a  while  between 
his  teeth,  at  laft  fpit  it  out.  As  it  fell  immediately  before  him, 
he  obferved  that  it  had  a  very  unufual  luftre,  which  ftruck  him 
fo  much,  that  it  brought  him  out  of  his  fit  of  the  vapours.  He 
took  it  up,  ccnfidered  it,  ar.d  being  a  man  of  abilities,  immedi¬ 
ately  traced  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  operation,  the  rubbing 
between  the  teeth,  the  mixture  of  a  clammy  liquor,  fuch  as  the 
faliva,  and  the  performing  this  in  a  place  moderately  warm,  as  the 
mouth  is.  He  immediately  went  to  work,  and  copying  nature, 
produced  thofe  luftered  or  watered  taffeties,  for  which  Lyons  has 
been  ever  fince  famous,  and  thereby  acquired  an  immenfe  fortune 
himfelf,  and  eftablifhed  a  manufacture,  which  has  been  a  conti¬ 
nual  fource  of  riches  to  that  city  ever  fmce.  My  inference  is, 

that  to  a  lefs  fenfible  man,  the  fhining  of  the  raw  fftk  had  been 

• 

accident,  but  Ottavio  May  had  prudence  enough  to  trace  the 
caufes,  and  to  catch  that  art,  which  othcrwife  perhaps  human  in¬ 
vention  had  never  attained. 

difcafe 
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difeafe  of  old  age  are  external,  as  hath  been  before 
largely  fbewn,  and  therefore  external  remedies  fhould 
be  fought.  It  feems  to  be  the  fpecific  difference  be¬ 
tween  old  age,  and  other  difeafes  ;  that  the  latter 
proceed  chiefly  from  things  that  we  receive  into  our 
bodies,  whereas  the  former  will  come  upon  us  in  fpite 
of  any  care  we  can  take  in  that  refpedt,  and  though 
it  is  a  point  of  very  great  confequence,  towards  a 
green  old  age,  that  we  efcape  diflempers,  by  which 
the  body  is  weakened  and  deflroyed  *,  yet  this  is  not 
the  only  thing  to  be  done,  for  on  the  one  hand,  we 
fee  that  the  moil  healthy  perfons  are  not  always  long- 
lived,  and  on  the  other  hand,  thofe  of  weak  and 
fickly  conftitutions,  furvive  fometimes  to  the  ufual 
age  of  man  °.  We  may  hkewife  obferve,  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  changes  in  living  have  wonderful  effc£t% 
as  in  the  cafe  of  Cornaro ,  who  not  only  puffed  his 
youth  freely,  but  as  himfelf  acknow leges,  ran  into 
various  exceffes,  which  brought  upon  him  infirmi¬ 
ties  that  phyfic  could  not  cure,  and  which  not- 
withftanding  temperance  removed.  We  likewife 
know  that  change  of  climate  has  wonderful  effedts. 


°  What  our  author  fays  here  is  very  agreeable  to  the  following 
scimori  tion  of  the  great  lord  Verulam.  We  defire  men  would  ob¬ 
it  rve  and  diflinguifh  that  the  fame  things  do  not  always  contri- 
bu  te  both  to  a  healthy  and  a  long  life,  for  there  are  fome  of  fer- 
vice  in  procuring  chearfulnefs  of  fpirits,  tfrength  and  vigour  of 
the  faculties,  and  yet  fhorten  the  courfe  of  life.  There  are  alfo 
other  things  very  conducive  to  long  life,  though  with  fome  dan¬ 
ger  to  the  health,  unlefs  prevented  by  fuitable  means. 


Such 
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Such  as  remove  from  Portugal  to  Brazil ,  old  and 
infirm,  revive  infenfibly,  and  live  there  many  years 
in  health  and  eafe,  and  this  is  obferved  in  other 
plantations,  where  notwithdanding  the  native  inha¬ 
bitants  are  far  enough  from  being  long  lived.  We 
may  by  reflexion  upon  thefe  and  many  other  inci¬ 
dents  of  a  like  nature,  colledt  various  rules  for  eda- 
blifhing  a  right  method,  and  perhaps  by  much 
thinking,  we  may  fall  upon  ways  and  means  of  ac¬ 
quiring  thofe  benefits  by  a  lefs  flridl  regimen  than 
that  of  Cornaro ,  and  without  going  fo  far  as  Portu¬ 
gal ,  Brazil ,  or  the  Weft  Indies ;  yet  there  will  be 
much  of  hazard  and  incertainty  in  thefe  trials, 
with  this  peculiar  inconvenience,  that  if  we  fliould 
midake,  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one,  that  this  midake 
;;cannot  be  repaired. 

Hermippus  undoubtedly  made  ufe  of  a  far  more 
rational  as  well  as  efficacious  medicine.  For  we 
have  proved,  by  all  the  methods,  that  the  nature  of 
our  argument  will  allow,  the  particles  refpired  and 
perfpired  by  young  perfons  in  full  health,  to  be 
the  fmoothed,  foftefl,  and  mod  nutritive  that  can 
be  conceived.  On  the  other  hand,  the  method  he 
took  in  applying  thefe,  not  only  by  receiving  them 
with  the  air  every  time  he  drew  breath,  but  drawing 
them  in  alio  through  all  the  pores  of  his  body,  by 
that  fort  of  animal  adtion,  which  is  in  a  manner 
fpontaneous,  mud  have  increafed  their  erfedls,  and 
taking  this  altogether,  one  cannot  help  confidering 

him 
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him  as  a  perfon  in  a  conflant  warm  bath,  of  the 
moll  fpirituous  and  undtuous  humours,  which  were 
continually  pervading  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
by  the  vapours  of  the  young  people’s  breaths,  he 
drank  not  fo  much  air  as  life.  But  if  we  will  add 
one  circumftance  further,  and  that  not  at  all  forced 
and  improbable,  viz.  That  he  caufed  fome  of  thefe 
young  people  to  lie  with  him,  as  David  d id  Abijhag ; 
we  fhall  then  carry  the  medicine  to  its  highell  pitch, 
and  fhall  eafily  apprehend,  that  during  that  time  of 
free  and  copious  perfpiration  ;  he  mull  have  receiv¬ 
ed  fuch  a  large  fupply  of  nutritive  fpirits,  as  effedlu- 
.ally  refrefhed  his  nature,  and  reftored  in  a  great 
meafure  that  wafte  which  is  occafioned  by  perform*- 
ing  the  ordinary  fundlions  of  life  p. 

We  may  add  the  lad  degree  of  force  to  this 
manner  of  reafoning,  if  we  may  be  permitted  to 
argue  from  contraries.  WThat  is  more  common  than 
to  fee  a  woman  advanced  in  years,  grow  not  only 
brifk  and  lively,  but  ftrong  and  healthy,  by  marry¬ 
ing  a  young  hufband  ?  She  drinks  his  breath,  ex¬ 
hales  his  fpirits,  extracts  his  moifture,  and  thereby 


P  The  opinions  of  many  learned  phyficians  might  have  been 
cited  in  fupport  of  this  dodrine,  if  we  had  not  been  afraid  of 
tiring  the  reader  too  much  ;  but  if  he  is  extremely  inquifitive, 
he  may  confult  the  following  writers.  Chriftian ,  Forman,  de  faf- 
cinat.  magic,  p.  1014.  BoreJ/us  cent.  hi.  pbfervat.  28  Lan%  de 
^jotu  I  ranfpirat.  hb.  ii,  cap,  ii.  prop.  iv.  p.  )'6» 
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invigorates  herfelf,  while  the  poor  man  luffering 
from  the  impure  contagion  of  her  breath  and  va¬ 
pours,  and  from  the  malignity  of  this  ill-chofen  unh 
nion,  finks  very  quickly  into  apparent  weakneis, 
and  falls  at  laft  into  what  the  common  people  call  a 
galloping  confumption.  Strange!  that  the  death  of 
a  young  man  fhould  refult  from  his  marriage  with 
an  old  woman,  and  that  the  taking  of  a  young  wife 
fhould  repair  the  wafte,  and  prolong  the  life  of  an 
old  mank  Yet,  fo  it  is,  and  upon  this  fubjedt  I  will 
venture  to  fet  down  a  remarkable  inftance  from  the 

writings  of  an  unexceptionable  witnefs,  one,  whofe 

/ 

repute  for  veracity  is  as  well  eftablifhed,  as  his  fame, 
for  learning  in  general,  and  for  his  particular  (kill 
in  phyfic. 

The  perfon  I  mean  is,  Peter  Loiichius ,  and  the 
example  he  gives  us,  this.  A  man,  upwards  of  eigh¬ 
ty  years  old,  married,  after  the  lofs  of  his  firft  wife, 
a  fecond,  who  was  but  twenty-five ;  when  they  had 
been  married  about  a  year,  he  fell  into  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  dangerous  diftemper ;  he  grew  at  laft 
fo  weak  and  low,  that  his  cafe  was  judged  to  be  def- 
perate.  By  degrees,  however,  he  became  better,  and 
as  his  ftrength  encreafed,  his  grey  hair  and  white 


s  Our  author  has  very  judicioufly  omitted  any  inftance  of  this 
kind,  probably  for  two  reafons;  firft,  becaufe  every  man’s  me¬ 
mory  may  fupply  him  with  examples ;  and  fecondly,  to  avoid 
faying  too  much  on  a  fubjed  offenfive  to  the  fair  fex» 


beard 
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beard  fell  off  gradually,  and  his  fkin  likewife  began 
to  peel;  foon  after,  a  light,  ftrong  hair  began  to 
peep  through  the  fkin  of  his  head,  which  in  time 
fell  down  to  his  ffioulders,  in  ftrong  natural  curls. 
His  beard  came  in  the  fame  manner,  and  his  face 
acquired  a  beautiful  and  florid  complexion ;  in  a 
word,  he  became  a  found,  lufly,  and  if  the  expref- 
fion  may  be  allowed,  a  young  man,  which  his  wife 
was  forced  to  attefl,  fince  fhe  had  by  him  afterwards 
feveral  fine  boysr.  This  is  an  inftance  much  to  my 
purpofe,  fince  it  proves  the  prodigious  efficacy  of 
human  breath,  and  the  matter  perfpired  by  a  juve¬ 
nile  body.  Yet,  give  me  leave  to  obferve,  that  this 
extraordinary  effort  of  nature  might  poffibly  contri¬ 
bute  to  ffiorten  the  old  man’s  life,  who  without  the 
enjoyment  of  this  young  woman,  might  have  prefer- 
ved  his  conftitution  many  years,  and  have  lived  in 
the  perfedt  fruition  of  thofe  pleafures  peculiar  to  the 
mind,  and  for  the  enjoyment  of  which  it  feems  moft 
rational,  that  life  in  that  ftate,  ffiould  be  prolonged. 

There  is  fomething  of  the  fame  kind  obferve- 
able  in  the  well  known  hiflory  of  the  famous  Englijh 
long-liver,  Thomas  Parre,  and  thefe  particulars  are 
very  curioufly  diftinguifhed  by  the  great  anatomift 
Bartholin ,  who  fet  down  his  account  of  him,  not  as 
a  curiofity  to  pleafe  children,  but  as  a  Angular  and 


1  Obfervat.  medic,  lib.  iv.  obferv.  3. 


memorable 
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memorable  fa£l,  worthy  of  the  attention  and  confi- 
deration  of  men.  This  Parre  was  boro  at  Winning- 
ten ,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  in  1483,  paffed  his  youth 
there,  in  very  hard  labour,  and  which  is  as  remark¬ 
able,  in  fobriety  and  chaftity.  At  fourfeore,  he  mar¬ 
ried  his  fir  ft  wife  Jane,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil¬ 
dren,  neither  of  which  were  long  lived,  or  (hewed 
any  extraord  inary  figns  of  ftrength ;  the  firft  died  at 
the  age  of  a  month,  and  the  fecond  lived  but  a  few 
years.  At  an  102  he  became  enamoured  of  Kathe - 
rine  Milton ,  whom  he  got  with  child,  and  did  pen- 
nance  in  the  church  for  it.  Some  months  before  he 
died,  the  earl  of  Arundel  brought  him  up  to  London , 
and  prefented  him  to  King  Charles  I.  but  through  the 
change  of  air,  and  in  his  manner  of  living,  he  died  foon 
after*,  though  it  was  believed  he  might  have  furvived 
many  years,  if  he  had  remained  in  his  own  country, 
and  led  the  fame  life  he  was  wont  to  dos.  This  man 
was  over-grown  with  hair,  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life,  flept  very  much.  In  the  fame  country 
lived  the  famous  countefs  of  Defmond ,  whofe  age  was 


s  Bartholin ,  hilt,  anatom,  cent.  v.  hift.  28.  p.  47,  48.  Some 
accounts  make  Parre  much  older,  and  place  his  death  in  1651  ; 
I  have  confuited  his  monument  in  Wejiminjler- Abbey,  and  there  I 
find  he  died  on  the  15th  of  November,  1635,  aged  upwards  of 
152;  when  his  body  was  opened,  his  bowels  appeared  very 
found,  only  the  lungs  were  fomewhat  injured,  which  was 
thought  to  be  owing  to  the  grofsnefs  of  the  town  air,  and  that  he 
might  have  lived  much  longer,  if  on  his  firft  complaint  he  had 
been  let  blood. 


unknown 
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unknown  to  herfelf,  but  extreamly  well  fupported 
by  the  authority  of  others;  fince  from  deeds,  fettle- 
ments,  and  other  indifpu table  teftimonies,  it  ap¬ 
pear’d  clearly,  that  Hie  was  upwards  of  an  hundred 
and  forty,  according  to  the  computation  of  the  great 
lord  Bacon ,  who  knew  her  perfonally,  and  remarks 
this  particularity  about  her,  that  fhe  thrice  changed 
her  teeth1.  We  have  it  on  the  credit  of  Alexander 
Benediffus,  that  there  was  a  lady  of  his  acquaintance* 
who  at  the  age  of  fourfcore,  had  a  com  pleat  new  fet 
of  teeth*  and  though  her  hair  had  all  fallen  off  be* 
fore,  yet,  at  the  fame  time  fhe  cut  her  teeth,  it  grew 
again,  of  like  colour  and  ftrength  as  at  fir(lu.  Bar* 
tholin ,  the  famous  anatomift,  whom  I  cited  before, 
furnifhes  us  not  only  with  another  example,  and  in¬ 
forms  us,  it  was  procured  by  art ;  but  gives  us  alfo 
the  receipt  by  which  it  was  done,  and  which  he  af- 
fures  us  was  no  other  than  an  extract  of  black  helle¬ 
bore,  diffolved  in  an  infufion  of  wine  and  rofes*. 
If  I  miflake  not,  the  illuftrious  Boyle  hath  fome- 
thing  to  the  fame  purpofe  about  the  quintefifence  of 
balm^. 


t  Verulam  hift.  vitae  &  mortis.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  hiftory  of 
the  world,  lib.  1.  cap.  v.  §.  5. 
n  Donat,  hift.  med.  mirab.  lib.  VI.  c.  2.  p.  300. 
x  Hift.  anatomic,  cent.  v.  hift.  28.  p.  51. 
y  See  his  treatife  on  fpecific  remedies.  As  to  the  medicine 
itfelf,  it  was  contrived  by  Par  ace  If  us.  But  of  this,  more  will  be 
faid  hereafter. 

It 
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It  may  not  be  difagreeble  to  the  reader,  if  for  the 
fake  of  fome  new  obfervations,  a  few  inftances  of  both 
fexes  are  added  to  thofe  that  were  firft  collected,  the 
rather,  becaufe  this  will  plainly  (hew,  that  tho5  cafes 
of  this  nature  are  both  rare  and  extraordinary,  yet 
they  are  not  to  be  efteemed  prodigies.  We  are  af- 
fured,  that  in  the  year  1531,  there  was  an  old  man 
at  Tarentum ,  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples z,  very  poor, 
and  decrepid  with  age,  who  on  a  fudden,  if  one  may 
be  allowed  the  expreffion,  dipt  his  fkin  like  a  fer- 
pent,  and  both  in  appearance  and  in  drength,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  age  of  thirty  or  thereabouts.  In  fhort, 
he  was  fo  altered  in  fize,  in  his  countenance,  com¬ 
plexion,  hair  and  flefhinefs  of  his  limbs,  that  he  was 
not  known  to  fuch  as  had  not  feen  him  in  the  actual 
date  of  renovation,  which  took  up  fome  time,  and 
was  not  performed  but  with  a  pretty  fharp  fenfe  of 
pain.  His  change  of  body  did  not  alter  his  circum- 
dances,  he  was  drill  condrained  to  work  hard  for  his 
living,  which  he  did  for  fifty  years  together,  and 
then  grew  far  more  decrepid  than  before,  his  fkin 
becoming  rough,  hard  and  difcoloured,  fo  that  it 
looked  rather  like  the  bark  of  a  tree,  than  the  hide 
of  an  animal  *,  but  how  long  he  continued  in  this 
condition,  or  at  what  age  he  died,  we  are  not  told. 


*  Hiftoires  admirables  et  memorables,  Douay  1604,  8°.  p.  697. 
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W e  have  it  likewife  on  the  credit  of  a  good 
author2,  who  was  himfelf  an  eye-witnefs  cf  what 
he  relates,  that  the  abbefs  of  the  monaftery  of 
Monviedro ,  when  fhe  was  very  near  a  hun¬ 
dred,  after  a  fevere  ficknefs,  which  thofe  about  her 
took  to  be  her  laft,  had  thofe  returns  of  a  peri¬ 
odical  diftemper,  which  had  cea fed  for  above  forty 
years,  foon  after  which,  her  gums  began  to  fvvell, 
and  a  new  fet  of  teeth  appeared,  her  hair,  which 
was  thin,  and  milk  white,  fell  off,  and  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  a  new  flock  of  thick,  flrong  and  black  treffcs ; 
the  wrinkles  of  her  face  peeled  of,  her  limbs  be¬ 
came  plump,  and  in  every  refped  fhe  appeared  like 
a  woman  of  thirty,  which  brought  fuch  a  refort  of 
people  to  the  nunnery,  as  made  her  afhamed,  fo 
that  fhe  kept  her  apartment,  and  refuled  to  fee  any 
except  her  near  relations  and  particular  friendsb. 

If 


a  This  relation  is  taken  from  the  learned  Pela/que#,  of  Yaren- 
turn,  who  is  very  circumftantial  in  it,  and  who  obferves,  that  it 
became  a  proverb  in  the  neighbouring  country,  when  an  old  wo¬ 
man  gave  herfelf  peevifh  airs,  do  you  think  to  have  as  good  luck  as 
the  abbefs  of  Monviedro  ? 

b  It  feems  highly  probable,  that  none  of  thefe  changes  were 
the  effects  either  of  nature,  or  of  chance  ;  but  rather  of  fome  ac¬ 
cident,  which  even  by  thofe  who  fuffered  them,  was  not  noticed, 

I.  fay,  this  is  highly  probable,  becaufe  if  nature,  unaffifted  by  art, 
could  produce  fuch  changes,  it  is  probable  that  they  would  more 
frequently  happen.  Now  that  art  can  produce  them,  appears 
from  what  fryar  Bacon  fays,  in  recommending  a  medicine  made  * 

from' 
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If  we  confider  thefe  extraordinary  relations  at* 
tentively,  and  refied  on  the  weight  of  evidence, 
with  which  fome  of  them,  and  efpecially  thofe  of 
Par  re ,  and  the  countefs  of  Defmond  are  fupported, 
v/e  mull  be  fatisbed,  that  the  human  body  is  a  ma¬ 
chine  capable  of  very  extraordinary  changes.  For 
we  ought  to  confider,  that  if  we  are  once  brought 

to 


from  gold  to  pope  Nicholas  IV.  He  largely  explains  its  virtues, 
and  fhews  particularly,  how  great  they  are  in  the  cure  of  the 
head-acb,  palfies,  and  other  diforders,  which  fpring  from  the 
brain.  He  fays,  that  Arijlotle  thought  the  life  of  man  could  not 
be  preferred  by  any  preparation  from  gold,  becaufe  gold  itfelf  is 
perifhable,  or  at  leafl  the  medicines  drawn  from  it  ;  but  our  au¬ 
thor  advifes  the  pope  not  to  believe  this,  for,  fays  he,  this  medi¬ 
cine  will  do  admirable  things  when  it  is  well  prepared  and  tho¬ 
roughly  drawn  out.  That  he  might  alfo  fliew  what  he  meant 
by  this  drawing  out,  he  tells  his  holinefs,  that  perhaps  the  liquor 
was  of  that  kind,  i.  e.  a  tintture  of  gold,  which  an  old  hufbanf- 
man  in  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  found,  as  he  was  ploughing,  in  a 
gold  vefTel.  The  man  it  feetns  was  hot  and  faint,  and  taking 
this  yellowifh  water  which  the  veffel  contained  for  a  kind  of 
dew,  he  greedily  fwallowed  it,  which  fo  entirely  changed  his 
habit  of  body  and  complexion,  that  from  an  old  man  of  fixtv,  he 
became  like  one  of  thirty,  his  judgment,  memory  and  under- 
ilanding  growing  alfo  much  better  than  they  were  before;  fothat 
of  a  labouring  peafant,  he  became  a  courtier,  and  was  advanced 
tt>  be  a  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber  to  William  king  of  Sicily, 
in  whofe  fervice,  and  that  of  his  fucceffors,  I  fuppofe,  he  lived 
fourfcore  years.  This  fa£i  feems  to  have  been  very  well  known, 
for  our  author  mentions  it  thrice  :  firft  in  bis  book  of  the  fecrets 
cf  art  and  nature,  again  in  his  Opus  tnajus ,  and  laftly,  in  his 
book  of  the  cure  cf  old  age ;  and  it  is  from  all  three  relations 

H  z  ibat 
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to  believe,  that  a  woman  thrice  changed  her  teeth, 
it  is  as  clear  a  proof  of  the  poffibility  of  the  fact,  as 
if  we  had  twenty  other  examples.  Now,  if  there 
be  a  poffibility  of  renovating  human  nature,  why  on 
the  one  fide  fhould  we  not  ftudy  it  ?  or  why  on  the 
other,  fhould  this  kind  of  ftudy  be  treated  as  a  vain 
and  fanciful  thing?  if  the  office  of  a  phyfician  be 
honourable ;  if  there  be  fomething  noble  and  god¬ 
like  in  curing  difeafes,  in  Hopping  the  progrefs  of 
pain  and  mifery,  and  warding  off  the  dart  of  death 
for  a  few  years;  there  is  certainly  fomething  much 
more  excellent  in  the  art  of  renewing  the  human  bo¬ 
dy  ;  fecuring  health  and  vigour,  thro*  a  long  courfe 
of  years;  keeping  not  only  death,  but  his  younger 
brethren  age  and  decrepidnefs,  at  a  diftance.  Let 
us  remember  upon  this  occafion,  what  I  have  alrea¬ 
dy  cited  from  the  learned  monk  Bacon ;  what,  fays 
he,  if  Ariftotle ,  Plato ,  Hippocrates  and  Galen ,  were 
ignorant  of  this  fecret ;  is  that  a  proof  that  we  ffiall 
not  attain  it?  were  they  not  ignorant  of  many  other 
fecrets  that  are  now  commonly  known ;  why  then 


that  I  have  collected  the  feveral  circumftances  before  mentioned. 
This  agrees  very  well  with  what  the  learned  Boyle  tells  us,  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  a  very  curious  enquirer  into  fecrets  of  this  nature,  of 
his  having  prepared  a  medicine,  recommended  by  Paracelfusy 
which,  without  explaining  its  nature,  he  gave  to  an  old  woman, 
to  whom  foon  afterwards  thofe  accidents  happened,  which  pre- 
ceeded  the  wonderful  renovation  of  the  lady  abbefs  mentioned  in 
the  text;  but  the  laft  mentioned  old  woman,  was  exceedingly 
frighted,  and  refufed  to  take  the  medicine  any  longer. 


fhould 
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fhould  we  imagine  the  barrier  of  fcience  fixed  here, 
rather  than  any  where  elfe  ?  why  fhould  we  not  find 
out  the  means  of  prolonging  life,  as  well  as  a  me¬ 
thod  for  fquaring  the  circle  ?  is  not  the  former,  of 
as  great  confequence  to  us  as  men  ?  or  is  the  lat¬ 
ter,  a  more  ufeful  proof  of  the  ftrength  of  hu¬ 
man  underftanding  ?  let  us  proceed  then  ;  let  us 
colled  and  compare  (fince  the  nature  of  the  thing 
forbids  other  experiments)  fuch  examples  as  we 
meet  with  in  authentic  hiftories ;  and  let  us  in 
this,  as  in  other  cafes,  labour  to  convert  hiftory 
into  fcience,  by  obferving  nicely  the  particulars  in 
every  relation,  and  endeavour  thereby  to  trace  out 
the  manner  of  nature’s  working ;  for  if  this  can  be 
once  done,  we  fhall  be  foon  able  to  follow  her  fieps. 
If  nature  at  any  time  vouchfafes  this  favour  to  men, 
it  follows,  that  their  bodies  have  no  incapacity  of 
receiving  it*,  that  is  to  fay,  if  every  man’s  body 
was  not  lb  conftituted,  as  to  exceed  by  far  the  ordi¬ 
nary  limits  of  life,  it  could  not  pofiibly  happen  that 
any  man’s  life  Ihould  be  fo  extended. 

Father  Mciffeus ,  who  wrote  a  celebrated  hi¬ 
ftory  of  the  Indies ,  which  has  been  always  efteem’d 
a  perfed  model  in  point  of  veracity,  as  well  as  the 
elegance  of  its  compofition,  gives  us  the  following 
account,  after  having  related  the  death  of  the  Sultan 
of  Cambayay  and  the  conqueft  of  his  kingdom  by 
the  Portugueze.  “  They  prefented,  fays  he,  at  this 
“  time  to  the  general,  a  man  born  amongft  the  ana- 

id  3  “  ent 
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44  ent  Gangards ,  who  are  now  called  Bengalars ,  who 
44  was  335  years  of  age.  There  were  various  cir~ 
44  cumftances  which  took  from  this  account  all  fufpi- 
44  cion  of  falfhood.  In  the  firft  place,  his  age  was 
46  confirmed  by  a  kind  of  univerfal  tradition,  all  the 
44  people  averring  that  the  oldefb  men  in  their  infan- 
44  cy  fpokeof  this  man’s  age  with  aftonifhment;  and 
46  this  old  man  had  then  living  in  his  own  houfe,  a 
44  fon  of  ninety  years  old.  In  the  next  place,  his 
44  ignorance  was  fo  great,  and  he  was  fo  abfolutely 
44  void  of  learning,  that  this  removed  all  ground  of 
44  doubt,  for  by  the  ftrength  of  his  memory  he  was 
44  a  kind  of  living  chronicle,  relating  diftindtly, 
44  and  exadtly,  whatever  had  happened  within  the 
44  compafs  of  his  life,  together  with  all  the  circum- 
46  fiances  relating  to  it.  He  had  often  loft  and  re- 
46  newed  his  teeth  ;  his  hair,  both  on  his  head,  and 

44  beard,  grew  infenfibly  grey,  and  then  as  in  fen  ft- 

» 

44  bly  turned  black  again.  The  fir  ft  age  of  his  life 
44  he  pafled  in  idolatry  ;  but  for  the  two  laft  centu- 
4 6  rles  of  his  life,  had  been  a  Mohammedan .  The 
44  fultan  had  allowed  him  a  penfion  for  his  fubfif- 
44  tance,  the  continuance  of  which  he  begged  from 
44  the  general*,  the  fame  motive  remaining,  which 
44  had  nrft  induced  the  king  of  Cambay  a  to  grant  him 
44  a  fubfiftance,  that  is  to  lay,  his  great  age,  and  the 
64  extraordinary  circumftances  that  had  attended  his 
44  life,  thefe  prevailed  on  the  general  to  grant  his 
a  requeft  Vs  Thus  far  Maffeus . 


But 


£  Hificriarum  indicarum  lib.  xi.  c.  4. 
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But  as  it  may  be  very  eafily  conceived,  that  fo 
ftrange  a  {lory  as  this  muft  have  created  many  en¬ 
quiries,  and  have  either  funk  in  the  world,  or  in  confe- 
quence  of  thofe  enquiries,  received  abundance  of 
concurrent  teftimonies.  I  fhall  therefore  beg  leave 
to  add  fome  very  remarkable  particulars  in  relation 
to  this  celebrated  long-liver,  from  the  Portugueze 
hiftorian,  Ferdinand  Lopez  de  Caftegneda ,  who  was 
hiftoriographer  royal.  He  tells  us,  that  in  the  year 
1536,  there  was  a  man  prefented  to  the  vice-roy  of 
the  Indies ,  Nunio  de  Cugna ,  who  was  near  340 
years  old.  He  remembred  that  he  had  feen  the 
city  in  which  he  dwelt,  and  which  was  then  one  of 
the  mod  populous  in  the  Indies ,  a  very  in  confide  ta¬ 
ble  place.  He  had  changed  his  hair,  and  recover¬ 
ed  his  teeth  four  times,  and  when  the  vice-roy  faw 
him,  his  head  and  beard  were  black,  but  the  hair 
weak  and  thin.  He  afferted  that  in  the  courfe  ofhis 
life  he  had  {even  hundred  wives,  fome  of  which 
died,  and  the  reft  he  had  put  away.  The  king  of 
Portugal  caufed  a  ftridt  enquiry  to  be  made  into  this 
matter,  and  an  annual  account  of  the  ftate  of  the 
old  man’s  health,  to  be  brought  him  by  the  returns 
of  the  fleet  from  India .  This  long-lived  perfon, 
was  a  native  of  the  kingdom  of  Bengala ,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  370  d.  This  hiftory  is  in  itfelf  very 


A  -Jiift.  luiitan.  lib.  viii. 
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curious,  founded  upon  good  authority,  and  there¬ 
fore  tranferibed  from  the  authors  I  have  mentioned, 
by  many  curious  and  inquifitive  perfons,  who  were 
alfo  proper  judges  of  cafes  of  this  nature,  and  who 
have  none  of  them  intimated  any  doubt  or  fulpicion 
as  to  the  matters  of  fad  e.  I  therefore  fubmit  it  to 
the  reader’s  confideration,  whether  it  be  not  a  mat¬ 
ter  worthy  of  refiedion  ;  that  there  is  a  certain 
ftrength  in  the  human  body,  which  affifted  by  fome 
lucky  circumftances,  enables  it  to  renovate  its  felf 
fometimes  once,  as  in  the  cafe  mentioned  by  Loti- 
chius ,  fometimes  oftner  ;  as  in  that  of  the  countefs 
of  Defmond ,  who  bred  all  her  teeth  thrice;  and  this 
native  of  Bengala ,  who  changed  his  hair  and  teeth 
four  times ;  and  there  is  another  circumftance  of 
which  I  cannot  but  take  notice,  as  it  favours  my 
dodrine  very  much ;  that  this  man  who  lived  to  an 
age  much  greater  than  any,  for  which  we  have  as 
good  authority,  had  fo  many  wives,  to  the  efficacy 
of  whofe  breaths,  and  the  infen fible  effluvia  of  their 
wholefome  bodies,  I  ffiould  not  fcruple  to  attribute 
in  a  great  meafure  his  extraordinary  longevity. 
Thefe  I  fay,  are  points  which  deferve  to  be  confix 
dered,  fmee  if  fuch  a  power  there  be  in  the  human 
conftitution,  we  ought  not  to  defpair  of  finding  out 
methods,  which  may  contribute  to  its  manifefting 


e  Bartho)m.  hift,  anatom,  cent.  v.  hift.  28^46.  Camer.  hor. 
fubfis.  cent.  II.  c.  8.p.  278.  Hafo'wilt s  apol.  168. 
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Its  felf  more  frequently;  which  would  be  certainly 
a  far  greater  benefit  to  mankind,  than  the  bare  ftudy 
of  the  proper  remedies  for  ufual  and  common  dis¬ 
tempers.  Let  me  add,  that  perhaps  if  fuch  a  me¬ 
thod  could  be  found,  it  mull  alfo  defend  our  bodies 
from  almod  all  difeafes,  by  procuring  fuch  a  vigour, 
as  fhould  be  able  to  withdand  the  entrance  of  them. 

What  I  have  advanced  in  the  way  of  reafoning 
upon  this  fubjedt,  may  be  very  drongly  corroborated 
from  a  relation  which  I  have  lately  met  with,  in  a 
very  authentic  writer,  and  a  relation  which  I  prefer 
to  all  others,  from  the  natural  and  accurate  manner 
in  which  it  is  delivered,  from  whence  I  perfuade 
myfelf,  that 5  the  reader  will  perufe  it  with  pleafure, 
iince  exclufive  of  the  extraordinary  fadts  it  contains, 
it  affords  the  cleared,  and  mod  concife  defcription 
of  the  effedts,  that  follow  the  dowed  and  mod 
gentle  decay,  of  which  the  human  body  confidered 
as  a  machine  is  capable,  and  thereby  fully  explains 
the  manner  in  which  death  is  brought  on  by  the  ad¬ 
vances  of  old  age,  when  cfiffolution  is  no  way  acce¬ 
lerated,  either  by  intemperance  or  didempers  of 
any  kind.  This  mud  be  allowed  to  be  very  curious, 
becaufe  examples  of  this  nature  are  rare  in  all  coun¬ 
tries,  are  very  feldom  examined  with  that  nicety 
and  attention  they  deferve  when  they  do  happen, 
and  if  they  were,  fo  jud  and*  fo  indrudtive  an  in¬ 
dance,  as  that,  which  we  have  in  this  account,  i& 
perhaps  not  to  be  found  in  any  author  whatever. 


122  Hermippus  ReDIVIVUS;  or. 

All  thefe  circumftances  I  have  thought  proper  to 
premile,  that  the  attention  of  the  reader  may  be 
awakened,  and  that  he  may  perufe  fo  extraordinary 
a  piece,  with  that  caution  and  confideration,  which 
it  deferves.  Let  us  now  come  to  the  matter  of  fa£h 

Captain  Laudonniere  fays  my  author f,  failed  as 
commodore  of  a  fmall  fquadron,  confiding  only  of 
three  little  veffels  well  equipped  in  the  year  1564,  for 
the  coaft  of  Florida ,  where  being  arrived,  the  fi- 
eur  d*  Ortigny  his  lieutenant  was  invited  by  one  of  the 
Indian  chiefs  to  the  houfe  of  his  father,  whom  he 
reported  to  be  both,  one  of  the  anciented  and  one 
mod  confiderable  perfons  in  the  country.  This  in¬ 
terview  was  managed  with  much  kindnefs  and  civili¬ 
ty  on  both  Tides  *5  for  this  was  not  the  firft  time  that 
the  French  had  been  feen  in  thole  parts,  and  the  old 
chief  of  Florida  knew  the  fignification  of  the  word 
Amy ,  i.  e.  Friend ,  which  his  gueds  often  repeated, 
at  which  he  was  mightily  pleafed. 

When  they,  fa  w  him  in  this  good  humour,  Mr 
Ortigny  enquired  as  well  as  he  was  able  as  to  his  age  : 
when  the  old  man  in  anfwer  to  his  quedion,  dignifi¬ 
ed  that  he  was  the  ancedor  to  five  generations.  He 
pointed  alfo  to  another  old  man  who  fat  over  againft 
him,  and  who  deemed  to  furpafs  him  in  years  very 
much.  Indeed  he  very  well  might,  for  he  was  the 


f  Hiftoire  de  la  fioride  par  M.  Bafannier,  p.  94 


father 


The  Sage’;  TRIUMPH.  123 

father  of  this  venerable  old  man.  The  Grangers 
took  the  pains  to  examine  him  attentively,  and  found 
him  to  refemble  rather  a  fkeleton  covered  with  fkin, 
than  a  human  creature,  Rill  alive  ;  for  his  nerves,  his 
veins,  his  arteries,  and  in  fhort,  all  the  velTels  in  his 
body  of  what  kind  foever  appeared  fo  clearly,  that 
they  might  have  been  numbered  with  ail  the  eafe  im¬ 
aginable.  The  wonderful  effects  of  age  appeared  in 
other  refpecls  Rill  Rronger  in  this  decrepid  Indian , 
for  he  had  long  before  loft  his  fight,  and  molt  of  his 
other  faculties  were  fo  much  impaired,  that  he  could 
be  hardly  faid  to  retain  any  of  his  fenfes,  yet  his 
fpeech  was  not  entirely  loR  ;  he  could  utter  founds 
that  were  intelligible  to  ihcfe  about  him,  but  this  was 
in  alow  and  feeble  voice,  and  accompanied  with  fuch 
pain  and  difficulty,  that  he  declined  it  as  much  as 
poffible,  and  chofe  rather  to  make  them  fcnfible  of 
the  few  things  he  wanted  by  figns,  to  which  they 
were  accuftomed,  and  which  were  immediately  obeyed 
by  thofe  that  were  about  him,  who  feemed  to  cbferve 
him  with  the  utmoR  reverence,  as  well  as  attention  K 

After  having  contemplated  at  leifure  a  fight  fo 
very  furprizing,  the  fieur  de  Ortigny  returned  back 


s  3a  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  this  muft  be  the 
fame  country  in  which  he  informs  us,  a  Saltzburgher  told  him, 
the  Englijb  found  an  Indian  prince  within  thefe  twenty  years, 
\yho  remembred  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards  into  F/orida,  and 
the  relation  of  thefe  fads  to  each  other,  is  a  confirmation  of  th§ 
truth  of  both. 


124  Hermippus  Redivivus;  or, 

to  the  young  old  man  (I  ufe  the  author’s  own  words) 
and  defired  him,  with  the  utmoft  civility,  to  give 
him,  if  poflible,  a  more  diftinbf  anfwer  with  refpedt 
to  his  age.  Upon  this,  the  Indian  chief  beckoned 
to  fome  who  were  waiting  at  a  diftance  to  approach. 
When  they  were  near  him,  he  {truck  his  hand  up¬ 
on  his  thigh  twice,  and  then  laid  it  upon  the  heads 
of  two  old  men ;  after  that  he  ft  ruck  his  thigh  a- 
gain,  and  laid  his  hand  upon  others,  and  repeating 
this  adlion  five  times,  and  then  placed  his  defen¬ 
dants  before  them,  that  they  might  confider  them 
at  leifure.  They  did  fo,  and  by  obferving  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  their  looks,  the  colour  of  their  hair,  and 
other  circum fiances,  they  conjectured,  that  it  might 
be  very  poflible,  that  the  younger  of  the  two  old 
men,  might  be  upwards  of  two  hundred. 

This  is  the  relation  I  promifed,  delivered  precife- 
ly  in  the  terms  of  my  author,  and  I  look  upon  it  as 
the  fulleft  and  moft  authentic  account  of  the  extent 
of  human  life,  from  the  natural  advantages  of  a  fine 
climate,  great  temperance,  continual  exercife,  &c. 
and  renders  it  very  evident,  that  long-life  fimply 

confidered,  and  without  the  aftiftance  of  fome  me- 

« 

thod,  either  to  retard,  or  to  qualify  its  inconvenien- 
cies,  ought  by  no  means  to  be  efteemed  a  bkfting  ; 
tor  what  kind  of  death  could  the  moft  barbarous  ty¬ 
rant  invent,  that  would  be  fo  cruel,  in  the  confide- 
ranon  of  a  reafonable  perfon,  as  the  lingering  tor¬ 
ments  of  fuch  a  living  death,  as  the  oldeft  of  thefe 

old 
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Sold  men  went  through  ?  But  ftill  this  is  an  unan- 
fwerable  argument  in  the  fupport  of  our  fundamental 
principle,  that  the  human  body  is  a  machine,  that 
fnay  be  fuftained  much  longer  than  is  commonly 
imagined.  This  may  be  done,  either  by  natural, 
or  by  artificial  means.  As  to  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  methods, 
we  have  found  it  where  we  fiiould  have  fought  it, 
with  the  greateft  probability,  that  is*  amongft  Sa¬ 
vages,  who,  as  they  have  animal  life,  and  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  body  only  in  viewj  fd  thefe,  according  to 
the  oeconomy  of  providence,  lead  to  the  utmoft  ex* 
renfion  of  life,  of  which,  from  the  nature  of  its 
itrufture,  the  human  bodyj  as  a  machine,  is  capa¬ 
ble,  and  perhaps  only  capable,  in  fuch  a  climate, 
and  from  fuch  a  way  of  living*1. 

But  as  we  are  very  fenfible  that  with  refpe£t  to 

machines  though  they  cannot  out  laft  the  materials 

of  which  they  are  compofed,  but  muft  gradually 
—  -  ^ —  -  —  -  - 

u  The  difference  between  the  affiftances  afforded  by  nature,  are 
very  well  fet  forth  by  our  author,  and  he  very  juftly  infifts  upon 
the  climate  as  the  chief.  It  is  obferved  by  lord  Baton  t  that  in 
mountainous,  countries,  the  people  live  long,  and  the  famous  pro- 
feffor  Boerbaci've ,  was  wont  to  obferve,  in  his  leflures,  that  he 
was  well  informed,  that  a  certain  DatthmaH,  who  had  built  him* 
felf  a  houfe  on  the  top  of  a.  very  high  mountain,  at  the  Cape  of 
Cood-Hepe,  lived  there  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  healthy  old  age,  be¬ 
yond  the  knowlege  or  remembrance  of  any  of  the  colony  :  fuch 
is  the  benefit  of  nature,  but  if  we  could  perfedly  difeover  whence 
with  refpect  to  its  operation  on  the  body,  the  differences  in  a;r 
arife,  we  might  poffiblv  do  fomewhat  in  this  refpefl  by  art,  with* 
fealing  of  nioimtair.t;  or  going  to  the  f  QrJ  Ihv, 

wafts 
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wafte  and  decay  by  the  adtion  of  the  feveral  parts  of 
thofe  materials  upon  each  other;  yet  by  the  affiftance 
of  art,  even  thefe  materials  may  not  only  be  made  to 
laft  longer  than  they  would  otherwife  do,  but  alfo  to 
perform  their  offices  with  greater  facility,  and  with 

fewer  inconveniencies,  than  if  they  were  unfkilfully 

* 

[  managed.  The  watches  of  T ompion ,  Square,  or  even 

of  Graham ,  who  has  carried  his  art  fo  much  beyond 
any  of  his  predeceffiors,  will  be  fubje<fl  to  go  wrong* 

[  to  be  injured  and  at  length  fpoiled,  and  that  per  * 

v  "  * 

haps  in  a  very  ffiort  time  in  the  hands  of  ignorant 
perfons,  fuch  as  children,  and  women ;  that,  in  the 
cuftody  of  prudent  and  careful  people  might  be  pre¬ 
fer  ved  in  perfect  order,  for  an  age  or  two  at  leaf: ; 
though  in  fpite  of  all  the  affiduity  and  caution  pof- 

•  <  /  •  i  *  i 

fible,  they  would  at  laft  wear  out.  Hence  by  parity 
of  reafon,  we  may  difcern  how  the  machine  of  the 
body  might  be  in  like  manner  defended,  both  from 
external  injuries,  and  internal  decay,  if  a  right  me¬ 
thod  was  once  fettled  for  that  purpofe ;  and  that 
method  purfued  with  proper  diligence  and  attention. 

v '  i  ■ .  * 

Such  a  method  however  is  not  to  be  looked  for  a- 
mongft  favages,  but  amongft  the  wifeft,  moft  learned 
and  politeft  nations,  and  even  in  them,  amongft  thofe 
only  the  moft  famed  for  prudence  and  knowledge1. 

It 


5  It  may  be  obferved  in  fupport  of  what  is  advanced  in  the  text, 
that  there  are  no  two  nations  in  the  world,  fo  anxious  about  the 
prefervuion  of  life,  as  the  Italians  and  the  Chinefe,  but  not¬ 
withstanding  this,  it  does  not  appear,  that  they  have  made  any 

very 
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I  t  is  a  thing  in  fome  meafure  amazing  how 
ftrangely,  and  how  Amply  the  curiofity  of  mankind 
is  commonly  employed.  We  vifit  fine  palaces,  beau¬ 
tiful  gardens,  and  fuch  collections  of  rarities  as  be¬ 
come  famous  %  and  in  furveying  thefe,  we  feem  to 
be  very  diligent  and  circumfpeCt ;  fo  that  if  called 
upon  at  a  great  diftance  of  time,  we  can  give  very 
fatisfactory  accounts  of  the  fizeof  any  of  thefe  mag- 
nificient  buildings,  the  materials  of  which  they  are 
compofed,  the  difpofition  of  their  feveral  parts,  the 
advantages  that  aril’e  from  thence,  and  at  lead  the 
mod  apparent  defects.  In  the  gardens  again,  we  note 
the  walls,  the  walks,  the  wildernefies,  the  herbs, 
flowers,  trees,  canals,  pavilions,  &c.  In  thofe  re- 
pofitories  we  can  tell  upon  reflection,  what  curious 
books  there  are,  what  antique  flatues,  what  excel¬ 
lent  pictures,  and  by  what  famous  hands,  what  me¬ 
dals,  and  in  a  word,  whatever  they  contain.  But 
how  few  are  there  that  employ  this  curiofity,  which 
is  fo  capable  not  of  extending  only  to  fuch  a  va- 


very  great  progrefs  in  the  fcience.  Though  there  are  abundance  of 
rational  things  in  the  treatife  of  Cornaro ,  and  many  good  rules 
might  perhaps  be  picked  out  of  the  aphorifms  of  the  Chinefe 
phyficians  ;  yet  after  all,  they  go  no  farther,  than  giving  wife 
cautions  to  prevent  the  wafting  of  life  ;  whereas  the  great  tiling 
to  be  fought,  is  a  method  of  recruiting  it.  A  lamp  will 
not  burn  fo  focn  if  protected  from  the  air,  as  in  a  place  where  it 
is  expofed  to  the  wind,  but  it  would  ftill  continue  burning  much 
longer  if  conftantly  fuppUed  with  oil,  though  the  ycffel  and  thq 
wick  were  the  fame* 
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Variety  of  fubjedts,  but  of  preferving  them  alfo,  fo  as 
to  have  them  conftantly  ready  for  entertainment, 
Or  for  ufe  ;  I  fay  how  few  exercife  this  curiofity  upon 
their  own  bodies*  fo  as  to  become  in  any  tolerable 
degree  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  ftrudfure, 
the  difpofition  6f  its  parts,  and  the  relation  they  have 
to  each  other  $  curiofity  is  doubtlefs,  a  noble  faculty 
of  the  foul,  and  is  it  not  furprizing  that  fhe  fhould 
exercife  it  every  where  but  at  home  ?  that  with  the 

t 

foolifh  giddinefs  of  a  young  heir  loaden  with  mo¬ 
ney,  and  light  in  wit,  fhe  fhould  long  to  travel  a- 
broad  and  run  great  rifles  to  fee  ftrange  fights  at  a 
diflance,  Without  ever  reflecting  to  how  much  bet¬ 
ter  purpofe  her  time  and  talents  might  be  fpent,  in 
taking  a  clofe  view  of  her  own  concerns,  in  making 
a  thorough  enquiry  into  the  title  by  which  fhe  holds 
her  pofifefiions,  and  procuring  an  eXadl  inventory  of 
her  own  effedts.  It  is  for  want  of  this,  that  like 
the  travelling  fpend-thrift,  fhe  finds  herfelf  fre¬ 
quently  called  off,  from  following  at  a  vaft  intellec¬ 
tual  expence*  pleafures  totally  foreign  to  her,  to 
come  and  die  a  beggar  at  home.  Health  and  hap- 
pinefs  are  the  great  concerns  of  every  man,  we  na¬ 
turally  wifh  thefe  to  our  friends*  and  defire  them  fot 
ourfelves,  we  think  of  them  with  pleafure,  we  fp^ak 
of  them  with  rapture,  and  yet  we  very  feldom  feek 
them  as  we  oughtk. 

I  Oave 

'• - - - —  •  -  -  ' - —  ■  -  -  .  —  ■  -i--"  ^ - -  11  - - ~ 

k  We  may  eafily  fatisfy  ourfelves,  as  to  the  truth  of  this,  by 

confidering  what  prodigious  improvements  have  been  made  in 
anatomy  and  phyfic  during  the  two  laft  centuries.  But  what 
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I  have  declined  as  yet,  fpeaking  of  long-lived 
animals,  upon  which,  however,  the  great  lord  Ba¬ 
con  has  infilled  much.  Apollonius ,  if  we  may  be¬ 
lieve  the  writer  of  his  life,  difeovered  in  mount 
Caucafus ,  an  extraordinary  fecret  in  natural  hiftory. 
There  are  apes  there,  it  feems,  which  feed  upon  a 
kind  of  pepper,  and  thefe  apes  are  eaten  by  old 
lions,  to  renew  their  ftrength  and  make  them 
young1.  I  muft  confefs*  I  fufped  this  to  be  rather 

f 

an  allegory,  than  a  fable,  and  I  fliould  incline  to 
interpret  it  thus ;  that  lofty  and  ambitious  fpirits 
over-ad  the  bodies,  in  which  they  inhabit,  and  in¬ 
duce  a  premature  old  age,  if  this  effed  be  not  pre¬ 
vented  by  frequently  unbending  their  fpirits  in  the 
Company  of  humorous  and  diverting  people,  who 
are  well  enough  marked  out  by  apes  well  feafoned. 
Thus  Agefilaus  the  famous  king  of  Sparta 3  when  he 
was  extremely  old,  amufed  himfelf  by  playing  with 
young  children*  The  great  Scipio  diverted  himfelf 
in  the  company  of  Terence,  and  Auguftus  had  always 
about  him  the  mod  fprightly  wits  of  Rome .  Cardi- 

i  t 

this  writer  chiefly  aims  at,  is  to  engage  the  reader’s  obiervation, 
as  to  the  fmall  pains  taken  by  the  generality  of  people,  even  of 
thofe,  who  would  be  thought  knowing  and  fenflble,  to  make 
themfeives  fo  far  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  human  oeco- 
nomy,  as  to  be  able  to  take  care  of  themfeives.  It  is  a  very- 
common,  but  for  all  that,  no  idle  faying,  that  every  man  at 
forty,  is  either  a  fool,  or  a  phvflcian,  that  is,  with  regard  to 
himfelf;  but  I  doubt,  reckoning  thus,  the  fools  would  carry  it 
upon  any  contefl,  againfl  the  phyfleians,  by  a  very  g*'eat  majo¬ 
rity. 

1  Fhiloftrat.  in  vit*  Apollon.  Tyan.  lib,  iv.  c.  i. 

I 


nal 


130  Hermippus  Redivivus;  or, 

nal  Richlieu  had  funk  under  the  fatigues  of  his  mi- 
niftry,  if  from  time  to  time  he  had  not  been  reliev¬ 
ed  by  the  humorous  buffoon ry  of  Boifrobert.  Lewis 
XIV.  was  as  delicate  in  his  amufements,  as  great  in 

% 

his  councils,  and  fhewed  as  true  judgment  in  ap¬ 
proving  a  play  of  Moliere9 s,  as  a  project  of  Louvois. 
We  are  not  therefore  to  underftand  the  antients  li¬ 
terally,  when  they  deliver  to  us  thofe  ftories  which 
appear  to  us  incredible.  But  to  return  to  long-liv¬ 
ed  animals. 

It  is  certain,  that  eagles  arrive  at  a  great  age,  and 
that  they  preferve  almoftas  long  as  they  live,  that  pro¬ 
digious  ftrength  which  diftinguifhes  them  from  o« 
ther  birds.  We  know  too,  that  the  eagle  renews 
his  plumage  annually,  and  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive 
how  this  fhould  be  done  without  a  total  change  of 
its  juices.  The  flag  is  another  long-lived  animal, 
though  I  cannot  believe  many  of  the  ffories  that  are 
told  about  it.  I  mention  it  only  that  I  may  ob- 
ferve  that  it  annually  caff  its  horns,  which  is  another 
proof  of  the  renewal  of  animal  juices.  But  this  is 
Bill  more  confpicuous  in  the  viper,  which  in  the 
fpring  caffs  it  coat,  and  comes  abroad  youthful  as 
the  year.  If  the  eagle,  the  ftag,  and  the  viper 
were  not  common  to  every  climate,  I  make  no  doubt 
that  the  fads  related  of  them  would  be  treated  as 
fables ;  but  as  they  happen  every  day,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  under  our  eyes,  we  are  obliged  to  own  them 
for  truths.  Yet,  what  life  have  we  made  of  thefe 
truths  ?  who  can  affign  the  caufes  why  thefe  animals 

live 
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live  longer  than  others ;  or,  how  it  conies  to  pafs, 
that  nature  grants  them  this  privilege  of  rejuvene- 
fcency  ?  yet  fuch  an  enquiry  might  repay  our  induf- 
try  abundantly  m  !  It  is  laid,  that  we  learned  phyfic 
from  animals,  that  dogs  taught  us  the  ule  of  emetics, 
and  that  birds  put  us  in  the  head  of  gliders.  If  they 
were  our  tutors  in  the  lower  forms  of  phyfic,  why 
fiiould  we  difdain  their  indru&ion  in  this  fublimer 
part  of  that  fcience  ? 

It  is  not  only  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  and  air 
that  attain  to  fuch  vad  ages,  fuch  as  dwell  in  the 
waters  feem  to  have  dill  a  larger  fhare  of  life,  of 
which  I  will  give  you  one  well  atteded  indance  out 
of  many.  In  the  year  1497,  *n  a  h&-pond  in  Sua- 
bia  near  Huilprin  in  Germany ,  they  took  a  carp  of  a 
prodigious  fize,  which  had  in  his  ear,  a  ring  of  cop¬ 
per,  with  thefe  ivords  in  Latin.  I  am  the firft  fijh 
that  was  put  into  this  pond ,  by  the  hands  of  Frede¬ 
rick  II.  governor  of  the  world,  the  5th  of  October, 
1230.  This  carp  appeared  to  have  lived  259  years, 
and  probably  might  have  lived  much  longer, 
had  he  not  been  thus  taken  out.  I  cannot  ap¬ 
prehend,  that  much  ufe  will  ever  be  made  of  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  fort,  becaufe  fifhes  live  in  another 
medium,  and  feem  to  have  their  lives  regulated  by 
laws  different  from  thole  of  other  animals  n.  We 

In  Aldrovand.  ornitholog.  Gefner  de  avibus  lib.  iii.  dr  plot,  de 
animalibus. 

I  2 
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may  fay  of  them,  that  if  they  do  not,  like  the  eagle* 
renew  their  vigour,  yet  they  feem  never  to  grow 
old,  or  to  exprefs  myfelf  more  clearly,  age  with 
them  feems  exempt  from  infirmities.  The  broken 
claw  of  a  lobfter  grows  again,  which  if  ferioufly  con- 
fidered,  is  very  wonderful,  and  it  is  generally  believ¬ 
ed,  that  moil  iifhes  grow  as  long  they  live,  which 
if  true  is  not  eafily  accounted  for. 

What  I  would  infer  from  all  thefe  hints,  is  no 
more  than  this,  that  nature  has  furnifhed  us  with 
numerous  examples  of  what  we  feek,  long  life  with 
the  prefervation  of  ftrength.  We  fee  this  daily  in 
birds,  and  in  beaks,  in  fifti  and  in  reptiles,  and  yet 
we  fit  down  fatisfied,  that  fpeedy  old  age,  and 
immature  death,  belong  to  us  by  the  law  of  na¬ 
ture.  Where  is  the  juft  ice,  where  is  the  confiften- 
cy  of  this-,  efpecially,  if  we  confider,  that  the  flefti 
of  many  long-lived  animals  has  a  quality  wonderful¬ 
ly  reftorative  ?  We  know  that  mighty  things  have 
been  done  by  feeding  upon  vipers,  and  not  much 
lefs  by  living  upon  fhell-fifh  >  the  bone  of  a  ftag’s 
heart  is  held  to  be  a  very  high  cordial,  the  reafon 
of  which  is  fome  thing  lingular,  and  therefore  I 
will  take  notice  of  it  °.  This  bone  is  the  firongeft 


0  The  bone  of  a  Stag’s  heart,  enters  into  all  the  receipts  of 
Bacon  the  monk,  as  well  as  into  all  thofe  that  are  mentioned  by 
the  Arabian  phylicians ;  and  as  they  tranfcribe  Greek  authors,  it 
is  eafy  to  fee,  that  this  medicine  was  of  very  great  antiquity. 

proof 
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proof  of  the  flag’s  longevity,  for  it  is  nothing  elfe 
but  the  root  of  the  aorta,  grown  bony  through  a 
long  feries  of  years.  We  are  therefore  in  the 
wrong  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  nature  has  paffed 
fuch  a  fentence  upon  us,  when  the  record  of  expe¬ 
rience  proves  diredly  the  contrary,  and  when  we  fo 
plainly  fee  that  the  feeds  of  long-life  are  in  long- 
lived  creatures.  But  we  pafs  this  fentence  and  exe¬ 
cute  it  upon  ourfelves.  We  fit  down  not  patient, 
but  deje&ed,  under  what  we  edeem  a  common  ca- 
calamity,  and  defire  rather  to  make  the  mod  of  a 
Ihort  life,  than  to  fatigue  ourfelves  with  the  fiudy 
of  the  means  by  which  it  might  be  prolonged. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  an  objection  which  has  been 
darted  from  a  fuppofed  law  of  nature,  with  refpect 
to  animals,  viz.  that  thofe  have  their  appointed 
times,  and  that  mod  of  them  are  but  of  very  fhort 
periods  the  great  lord  Bacon  hath  taken  much  pains 
to  make  this  out,  though  with  a  better  view  than 
the  fupporting  fuch  an  objection,  but  after  all,  I 
very  much  doubt  the  matter  of  fa6t,  viz.  that  there 
are  any  fuch  immutable  laws,  that  animals  cannot 
tranfgrefs.  For  in  dance,  it  is  laid,  that  the  age  of 
a  horfe,  I  mean  his  extream  age,  is  twenty  or  twenty- 
four  ;  hidory  furnilhes  us  with  indances  that  contra- 
died  this.  1  will  mention  but  one,  Mczeray  tells 

* 

us,  that  a  certain  duke  of  Gafcogny  paid  his  homage 
to  the  king  of  Burgundy  on  a  horfe  that  was  an  hun¬ 
dred  years  old,  and  which  was  dill  vigorous  and 

1  3  full 
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full  of  mettleP.  But  admitting  the  matter  of  facl, 
where  lies  the  force  of  die  objection  ?  Some  animals 
reach  ten,  and  others  it  is  confeffed,  live  much  be¬ 
yond  a  hundred  ^what  has  this  to  do  with  the  life 
of  man  ?  why  fhould  it  prove,  that  we  are  dinted 
to  fourfcore,  more  than  that  we  have  it  in  our  pow¬ 
er  to  live  as  long  as  dags  and  eagles.  It  may  be 
faid,  that  there  is  a  certain  gradation  in  thefe  peri¬ 
ods,  and  that  as  each  animal  has  its  affigned  term, 
fo  likewife  has  man.  But  we  have  proved  the  con¬ 
trary  of  this,  by  all  the  methods  of  argumentation 
yet  invented  •,  we  fhewed  it  from  fcripture,  from 
reafon,  from  experience;  and  if  all  this  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  baffle  a  notion  founded  only  on  fancy,  why, 
let  thofe  who  .  are  fond  of  it,  enjoy  it.  I  do  not 
think  that  life  ought  to  be  forced  upon  people,  my 
creed  goes  no  further  than  this,  that  if  we  feek  we 
way  find y  if  we  knock  it  will  be  opened ;  and  this  I  am 
led  to  fay,  heeaufe  I  find  it  fo  in  other  purfuits, 
where  men  follow  nature,  and  not  their  own  noti¬ 
ons.  What  mighty  difeoveries  hath  the  Newtonian 
philofophy  afforded,  which  had  been  for  ever  hid 
from  men,  if  they  had  continued  to  follow  the  vifk 
ons  of  Defcartes  ?  now  much  more  certain  the  aftro- 
nomy  of  our  times,  than  that  of  our  anceftors  ?  yet 
fome  fay,  that  all  thefe  difeoveries  are  only,  loft 
truihs  revived.  Be  it  fo,  and  let  us  return  to  the 


P  Hiftoke  abre^e,  de  France ,  tom*  i,  p.  401. 
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fearch  of  that  truth  which  was  known  to  Her  mi f pus j 
and  which  has  been  fo  long  loft  to  us. 

If,  therefore,  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  there 
remain  yet  any  doubts  upon  the  mind  of  the  reader, 
we  fhall  endeavour  by  all  means  to  remove  thefe,  as 
well  for  the  fake  of  his  fatisfaXion,  as  that,  afrer  fo 
much  pains  already  taken,  we  may  not  fail  in  our 
attempt,  and  have  this  diftertation  confidered  only 
as  a  litterary  amu lenient  *,  whereas,  we  intend  it  as 
a  ferious  and  ufeful  difcourfe.  The  ancients,  who 
feem  to -have  ftudied  this  matter  with  the  greateft 
afliduity,  and  whole  opinions,  generally  fpeaking, 
on  mature  examination,  appear  not  altogether  unrea- 
fonable  to  the  moderns ;  obferve  with  refpeX  to  the 
caufes  of  old  age,  that  they  are  chiefly  three.  Firft, 
the  circumambient  air,  which  dries  up  the  natural 
moifture  in  man,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  innate 
heat  of  the  body  confumes  if,  as  the  necefiary  fob- 
ftance  on  which  the  flame  of  life  muft  feed.  The 
fecond  is  the  toil  and  motion  of  the  body,  which 
like  wife  wafts  that  aerial  humidity  which  is  fo  necef- 
fary  to  health  and  life  •,  and  the  laft,  the  paflions  of 
the  mind,  which  according  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
learned  Avicenna ,  have  greater  influence  than  both 
the  other  caufes  taken  together,  which  will  feem  ex~ 
treamly  reafonable,  if  we  confider  how  dole  a  con¬ 
nexion  there  is  between  the  paflions  of  the  mind, 
and  the  motion  of  the  animal  fpirits,  which  particu¬ 
larly  appears  in  madnefs,  when  we  compare  the  cir- 

I  4  cumftance 
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cumdances  attending  it,  as  a  difeafe  of  the  mind, 
with  thofe  by  which  it  alfo  appears  to  be  a  bodily 
d  idem  per. 

Such  as  are  acquainted  with  that  myfterious  kind 
of  philosophy,  which  was  in  the  higheft  credit  with 
the  learned  vulgar  of  the  lad  age,  and  which  is  now 
as  unreafonably  difcredited  amongil  the  fame  people, 
and  regarded  only  by  fuch  as  enquire  after  truths, 
and  not  received  opinions ;  this  philofophy,  I  fay, 
teaches  us,  that  there  is  a  great  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  the,  body  of  the  earth,  and  the  body  of  man, 
whence  the  patron's  of  this  doctrine  were  wont  to 
call  the  latter  the  little  world,  and  the  former  the 
great  one.  Now,  though  there  is  fomething  very 
fanciful  in  their  way  of  treating  this  matter,  yet  the 
notion  in  i tsfelf  is  very  juft,  and  whoever  examines 
it  carefully,  will  find,  that  the  general  lav/s  of  the 
un'iverfe,  are  alio  the  particular  laws  of  all  the  diffe¬ 
rent  kind  of  bodies  in  it,  and  hence  it  comes  to 
pafs,  that  as  man  buffers  and  is  dedroyed  for  want 
of  moidure,  fo  this  is  like  to  be  the  cafe  of  the 
world  too,  or  at  lead  would  be  the  cafe,  if  it  did 
not  receive  foreign  fuppiiesj  which  the  judicious 
Sir  Ijaac  Newton  iuppoies  it  does  from  the  tails  of 
comets,  the  watery  vapours  of  which,  he  imagines 
communicate  with  our  atmofphere  for  that  purpofe'h 


*1  PMofppb.  natural.  princij:.  mathem.  lib.  iii. 
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Thts  we  mud  allow  to  be  a  rational,  and  proba¬ 
ble  account  of  what  for  many  ages  puzzled  the  un- 
derdanding  of  all  mankind ;  and  if  fo  wonderful  a 
method  as  this  is,  be  neceflary  to  fupply  the  earth 
with  moifrure,  why  fhould  we  think  it  ftrange,  that 
a  new,  and  in  fome  meafure  unaccudomed  way, 
fhould  be  the  fitted  for  repairing  that  humidity, 
which  is  fo  neceflary  to  the  well  being  of  the  hu¬ 
man  body.  The  univerfe  is  under  the  lpecial  care 
and  direction  of  its  infinitely  wife  creator,  who  at 
certain  feafons  therefore  has  provided  it  with  fuch 
requifice  fupplies;  but  the  bodies  of  men  are  in  this 
refpect  left  to  their  own  care,  and  if  the  materials 
be  within  our  own  reach,  and  our  faculties  are  drong 
enough  to  difcover  them,  we  have  no  more  a  right 
to  complain  that  the  fecret  of  preferving  long-life  is 
not  difcovered  to  us,  than  that  the  art  of  baking 
bread,  of  melting  ores,  and  refining  metals,  or  in¬ 
deed  any  other  art  was  not  revealed  to  our  ancedors 
in  the  earlied  ages  of  the  world,  but  left  to  be  the 
reward  of  their  future  indudry  and  fagacity.  The 
furniture  of  man’s  mind,  and  the  drufiture  of  his 
body,  are  both  of  them  fuch,  that  if  he  has  any 
reafon  to  complain,  it  mud  be  of  himfelf;  and  his 
reflections  upon  providence  are  not  only  impious, 
but  ridiculous.  He  has  it  abfolutely  in  his  power 
to  be  eafy,  and  happy  if  he  pleafes.  Health  will 
always  attend  on  temperance  fteadily  purified,  as 
Galen  aliens  in  his  works,  and  manifeited  in  himfelf 
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by  living  to  upwards  of  a  hundred,  without  being 
attacked  either  by  acute  or  chronic  difeafes.  Rb 
ches  are  not  indeed  within  every  man’s  reach,  but 
there  is  fomething  always  at  hand  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  wealth,  I  mean  content.  If  to  thefe 
bleffings  we  would  add  length  of  days,  why  that 
too,  according  to  this  hypothefis  is  in  our  power, 
and  depends  on  our  finding  out  a  proper  fupply  of 
the  aerial  humidity  before- mentioned. 

We  have  now  the  clue  in  our  hand,  and  nothing 
can  hinder  us  from  extricating  ourfelves  from  this 
labyrinth  of  doubts,  about  the  proper  method  of  ob¬ 
taining  this  fupply,  but  our  own  negligence  and 
want  of  attention.  We  ought  to  remember  that 
heat  and  moifture  are  from  the  very  beginning  the 
principles  of  human  life.  Let  us  refledt  then,  and 
fee  if  we  cannot  difcover  whence  thefe  principles  a- 
rife.  There  is,  I  think,  very  little  difficulty  in  this 
cafe,  that  of  heat  is  derived  from  the  male,  that  of 
moifture  from  the  female.  It  is  equally  unneceftary 
and  unbecoming  me  to  introduce  a  treatife  of  gene¬ 
ration  in  a  work  like  this  *,  it  is  fufficient  that  I  put 
my  readers  in  mind,  that  the  enlargement  of  the 
fcet-qs  in  the  womb,  requires  a  very  extraordinary  de¬ 
gree  of  moifture  in  all  refpedts,  and  that  this  is  entire¬ 
ly  derived  to  it  from  its  mother.  The  growth  of 
an  infant  is  furprizingly  quick,  and  this  is  owing  .to 
the  ftrength  of  the  vital  flame,  the  conftant  fupply 
of  a  proper  humidity,  and  the  not  being  expofed  to 

thofe 
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thofe  accidents  which  have  been  before-mentioned, 

I  mean  the  adtion  of  the  circumambient  air,  bodily 
motion,  and  the  palflons  of  the  mind,  from  all  which, 
children  while  in  the  womb,  are  in  a  great  meafure 
free.  This  I  think  is  fo  extreamly  clear,  and  plain, 
that  it  is  limply  impoffible  for  a  man  to  be  in  any 
perplexity  about  it,  and  therefore  I  fhall  proceed  to 
the  next  flage  of  life,  and  enquire  into  the  method 
which  is  therein  purfued  by  nature. 

In  the  (late  of  infancy,  there  is  likewife  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  provifion  neceffary  of  this  humid  matter, 
not  only  fufEcient  for  performing  the  ordinary  func¬ 
tions  of  animal  life,  but  alfo  to  facilitate  the  growth 
of  the  child,  and  this  too  proceeds  from  the  mother. 
Nature  has  furnifhed  her  with  brealts,  and  with 
milk,  which  is  the  moft  fuitable  nutriment,  that  un¬ 
der  fuch  circum (lances,  the  human  body  can  receive; 
and  in  extrearq  old  age,  when  the  body  is  a  lecond 
time  reduced  to  the  feeblenefs  of  infancy,  milk,  and 
elpecially  womens  milk,  is  found  to  be  of  very 
great  ufe,  and  in  confumptive  cafes  alfo,  is  allowed 
to  be  a  moll  admirable  reftorative.  Hence  I  think 
it  plainly  appears,  that  the  radical  moifture,  fo  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  fupply  the  flame  of  life,  and  to  keep  it  not 
only  alive,  but  vigorous  and  clear,  is  to  be  fought  in 
woman.  I  forefee  one  great  objection  that  may  be 
made  to  this,  viz.  that  I  infill  not  on  the  breath  or 
effluvia  of  women,  but  of  virgins.  Yet  weigh  the 
cafes  thoroughly,  and  you  will  find  all  that  I  have 

advanced. 
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advanced,  very  confident.  The  nourifhment  of  a 
child  in  the  womb,  and  an  infant  at  the  bread,  is  a 
nourifhment  no  way  fit  for  perfons  in  years,  and 
therefore  I  approve  what  Bacon  delivers  from  the 
Arabian  physicians,  viz.  that  milk  is  an  improper 
diet  for  old  men.  This  hinders  not  its  being  ufe- 
ful  when  people  are  quite  worn  out,  for  that  may 
furnifh  ftrength  to  a  dying  flame,  that  would  be  of 
no  fervice  to  a  lamp  in  its  ordinary  fituation.  Per¬ 
fons  in  the  lad  ftage  of  life,  are  frequently  emacia¬ 
ted,  and  in  this  cafe,  milk  may  help ;  but  ftill,  as 
there  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  natural  and 
gradual  decay  of  the  human  body,  and  what  the 
phy'flcians  call  a  confumption,  there  muft  be  confe- 
quently  a  difference  in  their  cure.  Thus  from  cer¬ 
tain  and  almoft  felf-evident  principles,  I  have  efta- 
fclifhed  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  propofnion,  that 
the  breath  and  infenfible  perfpiration  of  virgins  in  a 
young  and  healthy  date,  muft  be  very  falutary  for 
old  men,  and  may  very  probably  be  a  means  of  pro¬ 
tecting  them  from  thofe  infirmities,  which  ufually 
attend  an  advanced  age.  Now,  in  relped  to  this 
it  matters  not  at  all,  whether  the  infcription 
I  fee  out  with  be  founded  in  truth  or  not,  nei¬ 
ther  is  it  requiftte  to  believe  that  I  have  hit  exa&ly 
on  the  method  ufed  by  Hermippus.  The  Angle 
point  in  queftion  is,  whether  I  have  ftsewn  that  fenfe 
in  which  I  take  this  infcription,  to  be  agreeable  to 
the  dictates  of  reaibn,  and  the  laws  of  nature ;  and 
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as  to  this,  every  reader  mud  decide  for  himfelf. 
Before  he  does  this,  there  is  another  fort  of  evidence 
that  he  ought  to  hear,  and  which  for  the  fake  of 
truth  I  (hall  readily  produce. 

There  are  two  forts  of  people  whofe  intereft  it 
is  particularly  to  decry  this  dodtrine  on  a  fuppofi- 
tion  that  it  is  deflrudlive  of  their  own,  to  which 
they  ar,e  prod igiou fly,  and  perhaps  unreafonably  ad¬ 
dicted  :  I  mean  the  aflrologers  and  hermetic  philo- 
fophers.  I  fhall  examine  what  both  may  object, 
rather  for  the  entertainment  and  fatisfadlion,  than 
for  the  conviction  of  the  wifer  part  of  the  world, 
who  are  already  well  enough  apprized  of  the  credit 
due  to  thefe  virtuofi ;  and  when  I  have  done  this, 

I  fhall  draw  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion,  from  an  affu- 
rance  that  nothing  more  can  be  neceffary  to  efta- 
blifh  the  probability  of  this  method  for  preferving 
health  and  life,  and  for  defending  our  bodies  from 
the  infirmities  of  old  age  as  long  as  their  conftitu- 
tions  will  permit. 

The  modern  patrons  of  aflrology,  for  fuch  it  feems 
there  are,  will  probably  pretend,  that  this  notion 
of  Hermippus  was  a  meer  fancy,  and  that  if  he  real¬ 
ly  reached  to  an  age  fo  advanced,  it  was  not  through 
the  affiftance  derived  from  the  breach  of  virgins,  but 
from  the  happy  pofition  of  the  heavenly  bodies  at 
the  time  of  his  birth.  It  is,  however,  lucky  for 

me, 
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me,  that  they  can  never  make  good  this  objediorii 
becaufe  I  prefume  their  art  will  not  furnifh  them 
with  the  means  of  conftruding  any  fcheme  of  his 
nativity.  I  know  they  may  plead  the  authority  of 
1 Thomas  Aquinas*,  and  other  great  men  who  have  gi¬ 
ven  in  to  thefe  opinions.  I  know  too,  that  they 
may  produce  fome  extraordinary  inflances  of  the  ve¬ 
rification  of  aftrological  predictions;  efpecially  thofe 
of  Bafil ,  who  was  fo  famous  at  Florence ,  and  of  Id 
BroJJe ,  at  Paris ,  who  were  particularly  happy  in 
gueffing  at  future  events,  and  in  having  their  pre¬ 
dictions  recorded  by  hiftorians  of  credit. 

The  former  of  thefe  foretold  to  Cofmo  de  Medici $ 
then  a  private  citizen  at  Florence ,  that  he  would  at¬ 
tain  fome  very  high  dignity,  in  as  much  as  the  af- 
cendant  of  his  nativity  was  adorned  with  the  fame 
propitious  afpedfs,  as  thofe  of  the  Emperors  Auguf- 
tus ,  and  Charles  V.  had  been  ;  and  he  was  accord¬ 
ingly  railed  to  the  dukedom  of  F ufcany,  in  the  month 
of  January  1434s.  The  fame  Greek  aftrologer,  did* 
with  equal  capacity,  foretell  the  death  of  prince  A- 
lexander  de  Medici ,  and  this  with  fuch  confidence, 
as  to  paint  out  the  perfon  by  whofe  hand  he  fhould 


r  One  ftrong  pafiage  among  many  in  his  writings,  runs  thus. 
Qui  fciret  virtutes  caelorum  &  ilellarum  dum  res  aliqua  nafcitur 
poffet  judicare  de  natura  rei,  licet  hoc  neceffitatem  non  imponar, 
&  pofcet  impediri  per  accidens.  1).  Tho,  fecundo  de  generatione. 

8  Pinoth .  memorab.  lib.  vi.  p.  390. 
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die,  and  whom  he  affirmed  to  be  that  prince’s  inti¬ 
mate  and  familiar  friend  •,  of  a  (lender  habit  of  bo- 
by,  a  fmall  face,  and  fwarihy  complexion,  and  who, 
with  a  refer ved  filence,  was  almoft  infociable  to  all 
perfons  in  the  court ;  by  which  defeription  he  did 
almoft  point  out  with  the  finger  Laurence  de  Medici, 
who  murdered  prince  Alexander  in  his  bed-chamber, 
contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  confanguinity  and  hofpi- 
tality,  in  the  year  1 53  71.  But  the  great  misfortune 
is,  that  in  thofe  days  it  was  fhrewdly  fufpeded,  that 
thefe  pretended  fages  had  better,  and  more  certain 
methods  of  penetrating  into  confpiracies,  than  are  af¬ 
forded  by  aftroiogical  means,  and  I  mu  ft  confefs 
myfelf  inclined  to  lufped  from  the  very  manner  in, 
which  this  predidion  was  delivered,  that  Bafil  was 
employed  to  caution  prince  Alexander  againft  his 
coufin  Lawrence ,  and  that  for  want  of  penetration, 
he  fell  into  that  fnare  which  he  might  otherwife  have 
avoided. 

Th  e  inftance  of  la  Brojje ,  is  more  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  becaufe  better  fuppor ted  *,  indeed,  I  think  that 
it  is  one  of  the  beft  attefted  ftories  of  its  kind. 
The  baron  de  Biron ,  afterwards  the  famous  marffia! 
of  that  name,  being  under  fome  difficulty  about  a 
duel,  went  to  la  Brojfe ,  and  carried  him  a  fcheme  of 
his  nativity,  but  told  him  it  was  that  of  a  friend  of 
his ;  the  aftrologer  having  confidered  the  fcheme,  aft 


t  Jovit  Elog,  p.  320. 
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ibred  him,  that  the  perfon  whofe  nativity  it  was* 
would  infallibly  be  a  great  man  nay,  that  he  might 
even  come  to  be  a  king,  but  for  the  caput  algol 
pointing  to  the  figure  of  the  dragon’s  head  in  the 
fcheme.  M.  de  Biron ,  who  did  not  underftand  the 
term,  infilled  on  a  clearer  account ;  why  then,  re¬ 
plied  la  BroJJe ,  through  a  defire  of  being  a  king,  this 
man  will  do  fomething  that  will  coil  him  his  head. 
Provoked  at  which  anfwer,  the  baron  beat  him  un¬ 
mercifully*,  but  he  lived  to  fulfill  his  prediction,  ha- 

» 

ving  his  head  cut  off,  as  all  the  world  knows,  for  a 
confpiracy  againft  Henry  IVU. 

It  has  been  I  hear  fuggefted,  that  I  deliberately 
left  out  of  this  collection,  an  inftance  that  made  molt 
againft  toy  fyftem,  by  clearly  proving,  that  aftrolo- 
gy  is  not  fo  incertain  a  thing  as  fome  reprefent  it, 
and  that  as  the  able  men  in  that  fcience  cannot  only 
predict  the  time,  but  the  manner  of  the  perfon’s 
death,  therefore  all  that  I  have  advanced  becomes 
very  doubtful  and  precarious,  at  leaft,  when  brought 
into  comparifon  with  the  dictates  of  this  infallible 
fcience.  I  might  allege  various  things  in  difproof 
of  this  charge,  fuch  as  that  I  have  not  declared  in 
direCt  terms  againft  afirology,  denied  its  having  any 
principles,  or  derided  fuch  as  have  either  ftudied  it, 
or  given  credit  to  thofe  who  were  converfant  in  its 
doCtrines.  But,  becaufe  I  love  to  go  to  the  bottom 


u  Invent,  gen.  de  France ,  par  M.  de  Sevres,  p.  1051. 
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bf  things  I  am  defirous  that  my  readers  fliould  be 
acquainted  with  all  that  can  be  faid  on  any  fide  the 
quedlon  ;  I  will  produce  this  very  relation  which  I 
am  faid  to  have  concealed,  and  that  with  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  that  it  derives  from  the  fkill  of  the  ingeni¬ 
ous  perfon  from  whom  I  received  it*  with  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  anfwer  itx. 

Antmhus  'Tiberius  was  one  of  the  mod  Famous  adn> 
logers  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  tho9  his  death  was 
very  unhappy,  yet  it  ought  to  render  his  memory  im¬ 
mortal.  He  was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Catena  in 
Romagna.  A  certain  officer  carried  him  to  Paris , 
where  he  ftudied,  and  there  following  the  bent  of 
his  genius,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  occult  fciences, 
or  rather  to  all  the  branches  of  that  fecret  and  curi¬ 
ous  art,  which  is  generally  called,  natural  magick . 
He  believed  it  had  been  decryed,  from  its  having 
been  madly  in  the  hands  of  bold,  ignorant,  and  pro¬ 
digate  people,  and  he  thought  to  redore  its  credit, 
by  giving  it  all  the  ornaments  and  advantages  that 
could  be  poffibly  derived  from  phyfic,  mathematics, 
natural  philofophy*  hidory,  and  the  fine  arts  of 
which  he  was  a  perfect  mader.  The  pains  he  took 
in  this  refped,  were  attended  with  rather  more  fuccefs 
than  he  promifed  himfelf,  fo  that  before  he  quitted 
France ,  he  had  acquired  a  very  high  reputation,  and 


x  Les  Anecdotes  de  Florence ;  ou  J’hiftoirq  fecrete,  de  la  Maifon  de 
Medicis,  p.  318, 
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was  confidered  as  the  man  heft  (killed  in  every  kind 
of  divination,  to  which  there  wanted  not  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  pretenders  at  that  time* 

Upon  his  return  to  his  native  country*  where  that 
fort  of  knowlege  was  in  the  higheft  credit,  he 
found  it  neeeffary  for  his  own  fecurity,  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  fome  of  the  petty  tyrants,  or  little  prin¬ 
ces,  that  were  poffeiTed  of  the  feveral  cities  and  ter¬ 
ritories  in  Italy ^  nor  was  it  long  before  he  gained 
the  confidence  of  Pandolfo  Malatefta ,  at  that  time  fo 
vereign  of  Remini ,  with  whom  he  lived  in  the  grea- 
teft  eafe  and  credit^.  His  reputation  was  quickly  rai¬ 
led  to  fuch  a  height,  as  well  by  the  curious  books 
he  publ idled,  on  the  principles  of  chyromancy,  phy- 


y  It  will  not  be  improper  to  put  the  reader  in  mind,  that  at 
this  juncture,  when  almod  all  the  fruitful  country  of  Italy  was 
cantoned  out  amongd  a  multitude  of  petty  tyrants,  this  fpirit  of 
divining  and  of  giving  credit  to  divinations,  was  at  its  greated 
height;  neither  is  it  in  the  lead  difficult  to  difcern  the  caufe  of 
th  is.  When  the  fpirits  of  mankind  are  broken  and  dejedled,  as 
mud  always  be  the  cafe,  when  they  languid!  under  flavery,  they 
cannot  but  incline  to  find  out  by  any  means  when  the  great  evils 
they  fuffe'r  fhall  have  an  end  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  as  tyrants 
are  condantly  jealous  and  fufpicious,  they  too  are  exceffively  prone 
to  pry  into  the  rolls  cf  dediny,  to  learn,  if  poffible,  whence  their 
danger  may  come,  and  of  whom,  amongd  all  they  fear,  they 
have  mod  reafon  to  be  afraid.  We  need  not  be  furprized  there¬ 
fore,  that  in  fuch  conjundlures,  adrologers,  necromancers,  and 
figure- dingers  are  in  credit ;  for  bad  men  only  are  folicitous  about 
their  fortune,  the  good  find  occupation  fufficient  in  regulating 
their  morals. 

a 
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fiognorny,  and  pyromancy,  as  by  rhe  happy  verifi¬ 
cation  of  many  of  his  predictions,  that  his  houfe  was 
continually  thronged,  either  with  viators,  who  were 
perfons  of  didinCtion,  or  clients  that  came  to  him 
for  advice ;  fo  that  in  a  very  diort  time  he  acquired 
a  competent  fortune,  and  as  he  was  edeemed,  court¬ 
ed  and  beloved  by  perfons  of  the  highed  rank,  he 
might  well  have  promifed  himfclf  a  comfortable  jour¬ 
ney  through  life,  and  a  peaceable  paflage  out  of  it, 
in  a  good  old  age.  But  fate,  it  feems,  had  other- 
wife  decreed,  nor  were  the  decrees  of  fate  any  fe- 
crets  to  Antiochus  \ Tiberius .  In  a  word,  he  has  eda- 
blifhed  his  fame  with  poderity  upon  three  inconteft- 
able  predictions,  one  with  refpeCt  to  his  mod  inti¬ 
mate  friend,  another  in  regard  to  himfclf,  and  the 
•third  relating  to  the  prince  who  was  his  patron,  all 
of  them  highly  improbable  at  the  time  they  were  de¬ 
livered,  all  infcrutable  by  the  rules  of  human  policy 
or  prudence,  and  yet  all  exaCtly  accompli  died. 

This  friend  of  his  was  Guido  de  Bogni ,  one  of 
the  greateft  captains  of  his  time,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  braved  and  bolded  men  that  ever  lived.  He 
was  very  earned  with  "Tiberius ,  to  reveal  to  him, 
the  fecret  of  his  dediny,  and  after  confulcing  the 
lines  in  his  hand,  this  great  mader  of  his  art  decla¬ 
red,  that  he  would  certainly  lofe  his  life  by  the  hand 
of  one  of  his  bed  friends,  upon  an  ill-grounded  fuf- 
picion.  Sometime  after  this,  Tiberius  calculated  his 
own  nativity,  and  made  no  fcruple  of  declaring, 

K  2  that 
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that  he  fhould  lofe  his  head  upon  the  fcaffold.  His 
patron  pandolfo  de  Malatcfta ,  would  I  ike  wife  have 
his  fortune  told,  which  Tiberius  would  willingly  have 
declined,  but  finding  that  impracticable,  he  would 
not  hazard  his  own  credit,  and  that  of  his  art  by  tell¬ 
ing  him  a  fa! (icy,  and  therefore,  tho?  he  was  at  that 
time  the  richeft  prince  in  all  Italy ,  he  ventured  to 
acquaint  him,  that  after  fuffering  great  want,  he 
would  die  in  the  common  hofpital  at  Bologna.  Not 
long  after  this,  Guido  de  Bcgni  was  made  commander 
in  chief  of  the  forces  of  Pandolfo  de  Malatefta ,  upon 
which  the  count  de  Bentivoglio ,  who  was  father-in- 
law  to  that  prince,  wrote  him  a  letter,  in  which  he- 
afiured  him,  that  he  had  made  a  fhepherd  of  the 
wolf,  and  that  Bogni  was  actually  intriguing  with 
the  pope,  and  had  promifed  to  deliver  up  the  city 
of  Remini  whenever  he  defined  it.  The  tyrants  of 
Italy  we  re  never  men  of  much  ceremony,  and  there¬ 
fore  Malatefta ,  as  foon  as  he  had  this  information, 
made  a  great  entertainment,  to  which  he  invited  all 
his  favourites,  and  amongft  the  reft,  Guido  de  Bogni 
and  Tiberius .  At  this  fupper  Guido  was  ftabbed, 
and  as  it  was  fufpeCted,  that  Tiber tus  from  his  great 
intimacy  with  him,  might  have  fome  fhare  in,  or  at 
leaft  knowlege  of  the  con  [piracy,  he  was  thrown  in¬ 
to  a  dungeon  and  loaded  with  irons2. 

It 


z  One  fees  from  hence,  that  the  hatred  of  tyrants  is  very  little, 
if  at  all  more  dangerous  than  their  friendlhip.  It  is  the  maxim 
of  a  famous  Cbinefe  philosopher,  and  a  maxim  that  deferves  to 

be 
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It  may  be  eafily  conceived,  that  our  aftrologer 
pa  fifed  his  time  but  unpleafantly  in  this  difmal  fitua- 
tion,  and  therefore  one  cannot  be  at  all  furprized, 
that  he  fiaould  lay  hold  of  the  firft  opportunity  of 
making  his  efcape.  It  fee  ms,  the  goaler,  to  whofe 
care  'Tiberius  was  committed,  had  a  daughter  of  a 
milder  and  more  compafiionate  difpofition  than 
might  have  been  expected,  confidering  the  fire  from 
whom  (lie  fprung.  To  this  fair  damfel  the  fage  ad-' 
drefifcd  himfelf  in  this  time  of  his  difirefs,  and  fo  ef¬ 
fectually  wrought  upon  her  gentle  heart,  that  the 
agreed  to  furnifh  him  with  the  means  of  breaking 
out  of  his  dungeon  into  the  cattle  ditch,  from  whence 
he  might  eafily  efcape.  In  the  mean  time,  count 
Bentivoglio  had  difcovered,  that  the  information  he, 
gave  his  fon- in-law  w7as  ill  founded,  and  of  this  he 
fent  him  an  account,  as  foon  as  it  was  in  his  power. 
Malatefia  was  infinitely  aftonifhed  and  affedted  with 
this  news.  It  was  importable  to  recall  his  unfortu¬ 
nate  general  Guido  de  Bogni ,  from  the  grave,  but  he 
gave  immediate  orders  for  fettmg  Tiberius  at  liberty. 

be  written  in  letters  of  gold  ;  be  not  obliged  by  the  wicked.  It  is 
impofiible  to  run  a  greater  hazard,  than  he  does,  who  receives 
good  turns  from  a  bad  man,  becaufe  fome  time  or  other,  it  muit 
bring  him  under  this  dilemma,  that  either  he  mud  do  an  unbe¬ 
coming  a&icn,  or  draw  upon  himfelf  the  imputation  of  ingrati¬ 
tude.  The  wifeft  of  the  ancient  philofophers  were  for  this  rea- 
fon  afraid  of  the  carefiVs  of  tyrants,  and  chofe  rather  to  live  in 
virtuous  poverty,  than  to  receive  wealth  from  thofe  who  acquired 
It  by  iniquity. 

K  3 
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Thole  who  brought  the  orders,  came  juft  at  the  fall 
of  night,  and  precifely  at  the  time  that  the  aftrolo- 
ger  had  forced  his  paftage  into  the  ditch,  where,  after 
a  little  fearch,  they  found  him.  When  this  was  re¬ 
ported  to  the  tyrant,  his  fufpicions  returned  upon 
him  with  redoubled  violence,  and  recolleciing  at  the 
fame  time  the  prediction  of  Antiochus ,  that  he  fhould 
be  deprived  of  his  principality  before  his  'death,  he 
concluded,  that  the  firft  information  could  not  be 
groundlefs;  but  that  without  doubt,  the  aftrologer 
muft  be  embarked  in  fome  fuch  pernicious  defgn. 
To  free  himfelf  therefore  from  thefe  apprehenftons, 
he  gave  orders,  that  the  next  morning  Antiochus  A i - 
hertus  fhould  be  beheaded  before  the  prifon  gate  5 
and  thus  the  fecond  prediction  was  verified,  as  well 
as  the  firft,  in  a  manner  equally  ftrange,  and  out  of 
the  reach  of  human  fore  light  to  penetrate,  unaffifted 
by  the  rules  of  art.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  the 
third,  which  happened  not  long  after. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  tho’  the  intelligence  of 
the  count  as  Bentivogiio  proved  falfe  with  refpect  to 
the  perfons  concerned,  which  very  probably  was  the 
effects  of  his  own  conjecture,  yet  his  information  was 
right  enough  in  the  main ;  for  a  confpiracy  was  ac¬ 
tually  carrying  on  to  put  Remini  into  the  hands  of 
the  pope,  and  it  was  accordingly  feized  by  the  duke 
de  Valentinois ,  not  long  after,  but  in  the  confufion 
which  this  occalioned,  Pandolfo  Malatefta  made  his 
efcape.  He  fled  for  fome  time  from  place  to  place, 

vigoroufly 
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vigoroufly  profecuted  by  his  enemies,  and  meeting, 
as  is  generally  the  cafe  of  tyrants,  with  very  few 
friends ;  at  length  having  endeavoured  to  fow  di (Ten¬ 
don  amongft  his  own  children,  he  was  abandoned 

,  .  1 

by  them,  and  confequently  by  every  body  elfe,  in- 

fomuch,  that  failing  ill  of  a  languifliing  difeafe  at 

/ 

Bologna ,  where  no  body  cared  to  take  him  in,  he 
was  at  lad  carried  to  the  hofpital,  where  he  dragged 
out  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  penury  and  pain, 
and  at  laft  died  of  his  difeafe  as  'Tiberius  had  foretold. 

Such  is  the  relation,  which  it  is  laid  f  would 
have  fuppreffed,  but  whoever  confiders  it  maturely, 
will,  I  am  perfuaded,  fee  no  great  caufe  to  juftify 
fuch  a  fuppofition.  There  is  nothing  in  my  fyftem, 
that  carries  things  fo  far  as  to  pretend  to  avert  filch 
ftrange  ffrokes  of  fortune,  or  to  fecure  men  from  via- 
lent  death,  fo  that  in  this  refpedt,  none  of  thefe  hif- 
tories,  how  well  attefted  foever,  affect  any  thing  that 
I  have  advanced.  As  to  the  fkill  of  Antiochus  Ti~ 
bertus ,  I  can  fay  nothing  to  it,  except  this,  that  it 
is  a  very  fmgular,  and  at  the  fame  time,  a  very  ufe- 
lefs  fcience,  that  teaches  men  the  difcovery  of  their 
own  and  other  people’s  misfortunes,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  affords  them  no  light  how  to  avoid  them.  I 
might  likewife  add,  if  I  had  an  inclination  to  fall 
out  with  the  aftrologers,  that  even  thefe  are  no  de- 
cifive  proofs,  as  to  the  certainty  of  this  fcience ;  for  ' 
very  learned  divines  have  afferted,  that  provi¬ 
dence  fometimes  fuffers  vain  predictions  to  be  ful- 

K  4  filled. 


152  Hermippus  Redivivus  j  or, 

filled,  as  a  juft  puniihment  on  thofe  who  pretend  ta 
penetrate  into  the  fecrets  of  heaven,  or  who  place  a 
confidence  in  fuch  pretenders3.  Now,  to  fay  the 
truth,  if  we  confider  how  clofcly  fuitable  judgments 

purfue 

\ 


'  a  It  would  be  no  difficult  thing  to  afficmble  a  multitude  of  hi f- 
torical  fads  in  fupport  of  that  fentiment,  which  tho’  our  author 
will  not  undertake  to  defend,  he  feems  plainly  enough  to  approve. 
One  good  instance  however  may  do  as  well  as  twenty,  and  it  fo 
falls  out,  that  a  very  remarkable  one  is  to  be  met  with  very  near 
the  time  in  which  the  celebrated  Tibertus  flouriihed.  The  cardi¬ 
nal  Adrian  de  Cornetoy  made  a  very  considerable  figure  in  the 
court  of  Rome,  under  the  pontificate  of  Leo  the  tenth.  He  was 
a  native  of  the  town  from  whence  he  took  his  name,  but  his  pa¬ 
tents  were  fo  poor,  that  what  his  true  name  was,  appears  not 
from  hiftory.  A  fchoolmafter  gave  him  his  learning  gratis,  and 
he  improved  this  fo  well,  that  he  palled  through  all  Rations  as 
an  ecclefiaftic,  without  any  other  recommendation  than  his  me¬ 
rit.  After  attaining  the  purple,  he  went  to  vifit  his  native  town, 
and  hearing  of  a  magician  that  was  very  famous,  who  lived  in  a 
cottage  in  the  midi!  of  the  Appennlnest  he  difguifed  himfelf  in 

the  habit  of  an  artificer,  and  went  to  confult  him.  He  carried 

* 

with  him  the  hprofeopes  of  feverai  perfons  with  whom  he  was 
intimately  acquainted,  and  the  aflrologer  having  anfvvered  with 
fiirprizing  accuracy  in  reference  to  thefe  people,  he  a:  length  put 
his  own  horofeope  into  his  hand,  and  afked  him  what  he  thought 
might  befal  the  per  ion  to  whom  it  belonged.  The  wizird  con- 
fidered  it  a  little,  and  then  replied,  if  this  be  the  nativity  of  a 
man,  he  will  certainly  be  a  cardinal,  if  of  a  woman,  ffie  will  be 
very  near  a  throne,  if  fhe  does  not  fit  on  one.  This  was  enough 
upon  that  head,  Corneto  changed  the  fubjedl,  by  afking  him  how 
Iong>  he  thought  the  pope  would  live,  and  who  would  fucceed 
him  ?  the  pope,  returned  the  artift,  is  young,  but  he  will  not 
live  long  for  all  that,  his  death  will  occalion  a  great  fadtionj  but 

at 
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purfue  almofb  every  kind  of  habitual  crimes,  and 
how  often  predictions  are  fulfilled  by  their  own  con- 
fequences,  we  (hall  find  it  no  very  eafy  matter  to  re¬ 
fute  the  opinion  of  thefe  divines,  which  however,  I 
do  not  undertake  to  maintain,  all  I  pretend  to  fay 
farther  on  this  head,  is  no  more  than  this,  that  the 
curiofity  and  vigilance  of  the  learned,  in  the  two 
laft  ages,  tho’  they  have  contributed  fo  much  to  the 
improvement  of  geometry,  aflronomy  and  phyfic, 
have  been  fo  far  from  doing  the  like  fervice  to  aftro- 
logy,  that  on  the  contrary,  they  have  brought  it  in¬ 
to  general  difcredit,  from  whence  I  am  perfuaded, 
fhat  it  will  not  be  very  fuddenly  retrieved,  tho?  I 
am  not  ignorant  that  fecretly,  it  is  ftill  but  too  much- 
confided  in  by  many. 


at  length  the  cardinals  will  choofe  one  of  their  brethren,  whofe 
name  is  Adrian ,  a  man  of  mean  birth,  who  has  rifen  thro’  all 
the  dignities  of  the  church,  purely  by  his  own  merit  \  who  has 
but  one  benefice  at  the  time  of  his  election,  and  who  will  be 
then  precifeJy  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age.  As  there  was  no 
perfon  in  the  facred  college  of  the  name  of  Adrian  at  that  time 
but  himfelf,  and  as  this  prediction  fuited  him  in  every  particular, 
Cometo  took  it  for  granted  that  he  was  the  perfon,  and  moil  un¬ 
gratefully  entered  into  a  confpiracy  againft  pope  Leo,  who  was 
both  his  patron  and  his  prince,  which  being  difeovered,  he  was 
forced  to  fly  into  his  own  country,  difguifed  in  the  habit  of  a 
carpenter,  where  he  fuffered  all  the  want  aad  mifery  he  deferved. 
The  prediction,  however,  in  every  circumftance,  was  fulfilled  in 
the  famous  Cardinal  Adrian,  who  was  preceptor  to  the  emperor 
Charles  the  fifth,  and  who  at  this  time  was  not  honoured  with 
the  purple. 


Yet 
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Ye  t  however,  thefe  fort  of  notions  have  been  dift 
countenanced  by  the  prevailing  of  experimental 
philofophy,  and  true  fcience  *,  where  a  prince  gives 
ear  to  his  own  praifes,  there  will  never  be  wanting 
fuch  as  will  adopt  aftrological  fchemes,  as  well  as 
other  methods  to  footh  his  vanity.  Nothing  is  ea- 
fier  than  to  give  fuch  a  torn  to  a  piece  of  this  nature; 
men  of  fprightly  parts  know  how  to  drefs  up  the 
face  of  heaven  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  and  to  difpofe 
properly  of  all  the  figns  and  planets,  fo  as  to  raife 
mighty  expeditions  in  the  vyorld,  as  well  as  the 
higheft  pleafure  in  the  mind  of  the  prince  they 
flatten 

Such  were  the  favourable  influences  of  the  celefe 
tial  orbs,  at  the  birth  of  the  late  Lewis  XIV.  king 
of  France.  The  genethliac  fyftem  may  be  feen  in  one 
of  the  medals  that  compofe  the  hiftory  of  that  reign. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  royal  academy  of  infcriptions, 
have  calculated  the  precife  pofition  of  the  planets, 
at  the  moment  of  the  birth  of  that  prince ;  round 
about  this  curious  medal,  one  fees  the  twelve  figns 
of  the  Zodiac ,  forming  the  twelve  houfes,  of  this 
fyftem  the  feven  planets  appear  in  the  fame  degrees 
they  occupied  at  that  time,  the  fun  which  gives  per¬ 
fection  to  the  other  planets,  is  in  the  mid  heaven 
Mars ,  the  lord  of  the  afeendant,  in  reception  with 
Jupiter ,  the  protedor  of  life,  and  this  is  what  they 
call  the  greater  fortune ;  Saturn 3  the  enemy  of  na¬ 
ture 
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ture3  is  in  his  dignities,  which  makes  him  lefs  ma¬ 
levolent  ;  the  Moon  is  in  conjun&ion  with  Venus  and 
Mercury ,  in  his  little  houfe  of  predilection,  to  ten 
degrees  of  the  fun  out  of  combuftion,  and  enlight¬ 
ened  by  his  rays,  gives  a  fuperiority  of  genius  in 
the  moll  difficult  and  moil  important  enterprizes, 
which  his  being  in  quartile  with  Mars ,  is  not  capa¬ 
ble  to  abate.  The  nativity  of  Lewis  XIV.  was 
figured  in  the  middle  of  the  medal,  by  a  rifing  fun, 
the  king  is  placed  in  the  chariot  of  that  glorious 
planet  of  which  Ovid  has  given  us  the  aefcription. 
This  chariot  is  drawn  by  four  horfes,  guided  by  Vic¬ 
tory  *  the  infcription  is  in  thefe  words.  Ortus  Solis 
Gailici,  fhe  rifing  of  the  Gallic  Sun  and  the  exergue 
contains  thefe  other  Latin  words.  Septembris  quinto, 
minutis  38  ante  meridiem,  1638.  Lhe  5th  of  Sep¬ 
tember 38  Minutes  before  Noon,  1638. 

I  must  confefs,  that  this  is  a  pretty  contrivance, 
and  ingenioufly  put  together ,  yet  I  dare  lay,  that 
none  of  the  learned  gentlemen  concerned  in  framing 
this  medal,  ventured  to  predict  any  of  the  clouds 
that  obfeured  their  fun.  No,  they  were  too  great 
courtiers  for  that.  But  if  this  famous  medal  gives  re¬ 
putation  to  aftrology,  I  ffiail  venture  to  lay  down  a  few 
obfervations  which  will  free  roy  dcCirine  from  all  in¬ 
conveniences.  I  obferve  then,  that  as  the  happieft 
nativities  admit  of  natural  caufes  to  co-operate  in 
bringing  about  what  they  portend,  fo  it  is  not  at 
all  improbable,  that  if  by  fome  lucky  accident  we 

could 
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could  gain  a  fight  of  the  horofcope  of  Hermippus , 
it  would  fhew  us,  that  Mercury  well  pofited  at  the 
time  of  his  birth,  and  beheld  by  Luna  with  a  fa¬ 
vourable  afped,  caufed  his  difcovery  of  this  mighty 
fecret,  and  enabled  him  to  make  fuch  a  ufe  of  the 
breath  of  virgins,  that  no  man  ever  thought  off  be¬ 
fore.  If  the  aflrologers  are  content  to  grant  me  this, 
I  am  willing  to  compromife  the  matter,  and 
which,  I  think  is  as  much  as  they  can  exped,  to 
allow  this  dodrine  of  his  and  mine,  to  be  derived 
from  the  ftars.  But,  if  they  are  fo  tenacious  of 
their  own  notions,  as  not  to  accept  of  fo  fair  an 
offer,  I  (hall  recur  to  my  firft  principles,  and  deny 
abfolutely  the  certainty  of  their  art,  and  demand  as 
good  reafons  for  the  credit  of  aftrology,  as  I  have 
produced  in  favour  of  my  own  fyftem,  before  I  enter 
the  lifts  with  them.  Affirmation  is  nothing  in  this 
age,  wherein  men  exped  proofs  for  every  thing. 
Let  them  ffiew  us  then,  that  they  can  predid  an 
earthquake,  whirlwind,  or  fo  much  as  an  irruprion 
of  mount  /Etna  ;  nay,  let  them  but  mark  the  rainy, 
and  fur  days  for  a  whole  year  in  any  climate  in  Eu¬ 
rope ,  and  I  will  be  content,  that  their  affertions 
weigh  down  my  evidence,  and  that  the  long-life  of 
Hermippus  fhall  be  afcribed  to  a  happy  conjundion 
of  humid  ftars  in  the  fign  Virgo,  which  was  the  in¬ 
terpretation  once  offered  me  by  a  learned  aftrologer 
of  this  infcription,  and  which,  together  with  my 
own  fen ti men ts,  I  freely  fubmit  to  the  judgment  of 
the  impartial  reader. 


Such 
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Such  as  feek  after  truth,  difguife  nothing,  and 
are  fo  far  from  being  afraid  of  feeing  their  opinion 
canvaffcd  and  even  refuted,  that  on  the  contrary, 
nothing  pleafes  them  better,  becaufe  they  are  dill 
gainers  by  the  difpute  ;  fince,  when  truth  is  once 
difcovered,  they  have  as  much  right  to  it,  as  he  who 
found  it.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  if  this  treatife  of 
mine  fhould  dir  up  any  wifer  man  to  look  for  a 
better  folution  of  the  problem  I  have  dated, 
and  he  fhould  luckily  fall  on  the  genuine  method  of 
Hermippus ,  he  could  not  rejoice  at  it  more  than  I, 
nor  would  he  find  any  one  more  willing  to  own,  or 
to  applaud  his  ingenuity.  Let  us  read,  let  us  me¬ 
ditate,  let  us  difpute,  but  all  for  the  fake  of  truth, 
which  is  the  great  property  of  mankind,  conditutes 
all  our  happinefs,  and  which  it  is  therefore  our  com¬ 
mon  intered  to  purfue.  The  point  I  have  now  in 
view,  is  to  difcover  the  means  of  prolonging  life, 
without  feeling  the  infirmities  of  age ;  to  the  difco- 
very  of  which,  if  the  publication  of  this  treatife,  fhall 
any  way  contribute,  not  my  end  only,  but  the  end  of 
mankind  is  anfwered,  and  a  mod  noble  point  of 
fcience  will  be  illudrated,  from  what  many  might  at 
fird  edeem  an  idle  difpute. 

I  shall  not  treat  the  hermetic  philofophers  alto¬ 
gether  fo  brifkly  as  I  have  done  the  adrologers ; 
becaufe,  without  doubt,  there  have  been  amongd 
them,  many  very  excellent  perfons.  I  cannot  take 

upon 
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upon  me  to  fay,  when  they  began  to  lay  claim  to 
the  univerfal  medicine,  by  which  they  pretend  to 
preferve  life  for  many  centuries,  at  lead,  of  which 
they  fay  Artephius  was  an  indance,  who  lived  by  the 
ufe  of  it  to  the  age  of  300,  or  as  fome  fay,  above  a  1 000. 
This  is  certain  that  the  fociety  of  Roficrucians  openly 
claimed  it  as  one  of  the  privileges  of  their  illuftrious 
body.,  Peter  Mormius ,  who  for  ought  1  know,  was 
one  of  the  lad  of  them  that  appeared  in  public,  re¬ 
duced  their  high  pretenfions,  which  at  fird  were 
very  extendve,  to  the  pofifedion  of  three  fecrets.  Of 
thefe  the  fird  was  the  perpetual  motion;  the  le- 
cond,  the  art  of  tranfmuting  metals;  and  the  third, 
the  univerfal  medicine.  In  the  book  publ idled  by 
this  Mormius ,  there  are  abundance  of  curious  things, 
though  he  does  not  fufliriently  explain  himfelf  efpe- 
cially  upon  the  lad  fubjeft  b.  It  is  however,  well 
enough  known,  that  thefe  Illuminati  aderted,  that 
they  had  a  power  of  prolonging  their  lives  for  ma¬ 
ny  ages,  nor  is  it  very  clear  from  their  writings, 
whether  what  they  are  pleafed  to  call  the  phiiofo- 


b  This  Mormius  went  into  Holland  in  the  year  1630,  where 
he  demanded  an  audience  of  the  States-General,  in  order  to  ten¬ 
der  them  certain  proportions  from  the  fraternity  of  Roficrucians , 
which  they  refufed  to  hear;  this  did  not,  however,  hinder  Mor* 
znius  from  publifhing  a  treatife  under  the  following  title,  which 
is  now  become  a  fcarce  and  valuable  book.  Arcana  totius  naturae 
fecretiffima,  nec  ha&enus  unquam  detedla,  a  collegio  Rofiano  in 
lucem  produntur,  opera  Petri  Mortnii ,  in  24  Lugduni  Eatavorum, 
1630. 
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pher’s  done,  be  not  at  once  the  great  fecret  of  trans¬ 
mutation,  and  of  the  univerfal  medicine. 

The  cleared  account  of  this  matter  that  I  have 
ever  nhet  with,  is  in  the  anfwer  of  a  French  adept, 
to  Dodtor  Edmund  Dickenfon ,  phyfician  to  King 
Charles  II.  and  a  profed  admirer  of  the  hermetic 
philofophy.  The  dodlor’s  letter  is  very  plain  and 
clear.  He  wrote  to  this  friend  of  his,  in  order  to 
be  thoroughly  informed  as  to  thofe  contrarieties, 
which  he  thought  he  had  difcerned  in  the  difcourfes 
of  fome  of  the  hermetic  fages.  His  friend  gives 
him  a  very  plaufible  anfwer  to  all  his  objedfions, 
and  to  enforce  the  belief  of  what  he  lays  down,  he 
puts  the  dodlor  in  mind  of  his  having  made  projec¬ 
tion,  that  is,  his  having  tranfmuted  bafe  metals  in¬ 
to  gold,  more  than  once,  before  the  dodlor  in  the 
King’s  laboratory  in  Whitehall \  as  to  the  univerfal 
medicine,  and  its  capacity  of  extending  the  life  of 
man  for  many  ages,  he  pofitively  aliens,  that  it  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  illuminated  brethren ,  and  gives  ma¬ 
ny  reafons  why  they  ihould  be  fo  extreamly  careful 
in  concealing  it.  He  goes  fo  far  as  to  infinuate, 
that  it  was  in  his  own  poiTefTionc.  I  mud  own,  I 
am  adonilhed  at  fuch  fort  of  additions,  and  more  fo, 

at 


c  The  title  of  Dr.  Dickenfon1  s  book,  referr’d  to  by  our  au¬ 
thor,  is,  De  quinta  effentia  philofophorum.  It  was  printed  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  in  1 686,  and  a  fecond  time  in  1705.  There  is  a  third  edi- 
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at  Tome  relations  well  attefted,  that  feem  to  favouf 
the  truth  of  it. 

t  i 

There  happened  in  the  year  1687,  an  odd  ac¬ 
cident  at  Venice ,  that  made  a  very  great  ftir  then* 
and  which  I  think  deferves  to  be  fecured  from  obli* 
vion.  The  great  freedom  and  eafe  with  which  all 
perfons,  who  make  a  good  appearance,  live  in  that 
city*  is  known  fufficiently  to  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  it  &  fuch  will  not  therefore  be  furprized,  that 
a  firanger*  who  went  by  the  name  of  Signor  Gnaldi j 
and  who  made  a  confiderable  figure  there,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  beft  company,  though  no  body 
knew  who,  or  what  he  was.  He  remained  at  Ve¬ 
nice  fome  months,  and  three  things  were  remarked 
in  his  condudl.  The  firft  was,  that  he  had  a  fmall 
collection  of  fine  pidtures,  which  he  readily  fhewed 
to  any  body  that  defined  it  j  the  next,  that  he  was 
perfedtly  verfed  in  all  arts  and  fciences,  and  fpoke 
on  every  fubjedb  with  fuch  readinefs  and  fagacity*  as 
aftonifhed  all  who  heard  him ;  and  it  was  in  the 
third  place  obferved,  that  he  never  wrote  or  receiv¬ 
ed  any  letter  *,  never  defired  any  credit,  or  made  ufe 
of  bills  of  exchange,  but  paid  for  every  thing  in  rea- 


tion  of  it  printed  in  Germany,  in  1721.  The  author  was  one  of 
thofe  very  great  men,  whole  merits  are  better  known  abroad 
than  at  home  ;  he  is  mentioned  by  the  learned  Olaus  Borrickiusi 
and  many  other  foreign  writers,  with  much  refpecf,  and  jult  ref- 
timonies  of  efleem  for  his  extenfive  knowlese, 

Gl 
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dy  money,  and  lived  decently;  though  not  in  fplen- 
dor.  This  gentleman  met  one  day  at  the  coffee- 
houfe  with  a  Venetian  nobleman,  who  was  an  extra- 

T 

ordinary  good  judge  of  pictures :  he  had  heard  of 
Signor  Gualdi’s  collection,  and  in  a  very  polite  man¬ 
ner  defired  to  fee  them,  to  which  the  other  very  rea¬ 
dily  con  fen  ted.  After  the  Venetian  had  viewed  Sig¬ 
nor  Gualdi*  s  collection,  and  expreffed  his  fatisfaction, 
by  telling  him,  that  he  had  never  feen  a  finer,  con- 
lidering  the  number  of  pieces  of  which  it  confifted ; 
he  caff  his  eye  by  chance  Over  the  chamber  door* 
where  hung  a  picture  of  this  flranger.  The  Vene* 
iian  look’d  upon  it,  and  then  upon  him.  This  pic¬ 
ture  was  drawn  for  you.  Sir,  fays  he  to  Signor  Gual* 
di,  to  which  the  other  made  no  anfwer,  but  by  a 
low  bow.  You  look,  continued  the  Venetian ,  like  a 
man  of  fifty,  and  yet  I  know  this  picture  to  be  of 
the  hand  of  Titian,  who  has  been  dead  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years,  how  is  this  poffible  ?  It  is  not  eafy; 
faid  Signor  Gualdi ,  gravely,  to  know  all  things  that 
are  poffible;  but  there  is  certainly  no  crime  in  my 
being  like  a  picture  drawn  by  Titian.  The  Vene¬ 
tian  eafily  perceived  by  his  manner  of  (peaking,  that 
he  had  given  the  flranger  offence,  and  therefore  took 
his  leave;  He  could  not  forbear  fpeaking  cf  this  in 
the  evening  to  fome  of  his  friends,  who  refolved  to 
fatisfy  themfelves  by  looking  upon  the  picture  the 
next  day*  In  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  do-, 
ing  fo,  they  went  to  the  coffee-houfe  about  the  time 
that  Signor  Gualdi  was  wont  to  come  thither,  and 

h  not 


i6z  Hermippus  Redivxvusj  or, 

not  meeting  with  him,  one  of  them  who  had  often 
converfed  with  him*  went  to  his  lodgings  to  enquire 
after  him,  where  he  heard,  that  he  fet  out  an  hour 
before  for  Vienna .  This  affair  made  a  great  noife, 
and  found  a  place  in  all  the  news-papers  of  that 
timed. 

This  dory  agrees  very  well  with  what  is  faid  by 
dodtor  Dickenfon* s  correfpondent,  who  obferves,  that 
the  adepts  are  obliged  to  conceal  themfelves  for  the 
fake  of  fafety,  and  that  having  a  power  not  only  of 
prolonging  their  lives,  but  alfo  of  renovating  their 
bodies,  they  take  care  to  ufe  it  with  the  utmod  dis¬ 
cretion,  and  in  (lead  of  making  a  difpky  of  this  won¬ 
derful  prerogative,  they  manage  it  with  the  higheft 
fecrecy,  which  he  lays  down  as  the  true  caufe  of  the 
world’s  being  in  fo  much  doubt  about  the  matter. 
Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  though  an  adept  is  pof- 
feffed  of  greater  wealth  than  is  contained  in  the 
mines  of  Peru ,  yet  he  always  lives  in  fo  moderate  a 
manner,  as  to  avoid  all  fufpicion,  and  fo  as  never  to 
be  difcovered,  unlefs  by  fome  unforefeen  accident, 
like  that  which  happened  to  a  famous  Englifh  artid, 
who  difguifed  himfelf  under  the  name  of  Eugenius 
Philalethes ,  and  whole  true  name  is  faid  to  be  Tho¬ 
mas  Vaughan ,  the  cleared  and  mod  candid  writer  of 
all  the  hermetic  philofophers6.  He  tells  us  of  him- 

felf. 


d  Memoir es  hiftoiriques,  1687,  tom.  i.  p.  365. 
e  The  moil  famous  of  his  pieces  is  intitled,  Inlroitus  apertus  ad 
occlufum  regis  paJatium,  This  was  written  originally  in  Englijh , 

has 
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feif,  that  going  to  a  Goldfmith ,  in  order  to  fell  twelve 
hundred  marks  of  fine  filver,  the  man  told  him  at 
firfl  fight,  that  it  never  came  out  of  the  mines,  but 
was  the  product  of  art,  as  not  being  of  the  ftandard 
of  any  nation  whatever;  which  furprized  Philaletkes 
fo  much,  that  he  withdrew  immediately,  and  left  the 
Goldfmith  in  pofieffion  of  his  treafure.  This  famous 
man,  who  certainly  was  an  adept,  if  ever  there  was 
one,  led  a  wandering  kind  of  life,  and  fell  often  in¬ 
to  great  dangers,  merely  from  his  poficffing  this 
great  fecret.  He  was  born,  as  we  learn  from  his 
writings,  about  the  year  1612,  and  what  is  the 
ff ranged'  part  of  his  hifiory,  he  is  believed  by  thofe 
of  his  fraternity,  to  be  yet  living,  and  a  perfon  of  great 
credit  at  Nurenberg ,  affirms,  that  he  converfed  with 
him  but  a  few  years  ago.  Nay,  it  is  further  avert¬ 
ed  by  all  the  lovers  of  hermetic  philofophy,  that  this 
very  Philalethes ,  is  the  prefident  of  the  illuminated 
in  Europe ,  and  that  he  conftantly  fits  as  fuch  in  all 
their  annual  meetings.  It  is  on  the  one  hand  true, 
that  there  is  fomething  wild  and  incredible  in  thefe 
relations,  and  yet  it  is  as  certain  on  the  other,  that 
feveral  w7ho  atteft  them,  are  perfons  of  irreproacha¬ 
ble  charaffer,  and  even  with  refpeCl  to  this  Phila* 
lethes ,  he  was,  according  to  the  report  of  the  great 
Boyle ,  and  others  who  knew  him,  a  man  of  remark¬ 
able  piety,  and  of  unftained  morals.  In  the  Englifh 
— —  ■  — 1 1  . . 

has  been  tranflated  into  almoft  all  the  European  languages,  and  is 
unqueftionably  the  belt  and  clearelt  book  upon  the  fubjeft  that  is 
extant  in  any  tongue. 

L  2 
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plantations,  he  became  acquainted  with  one  Starkey, 
a  chemid,  before  whom  he  made  projection,  but 
finding  that  Starkey  was  a  vicious  and  extravagant 
man,  he  broke  off  his  acquaintance  with  him,  with¬ 
out  communicating  any  part  of  his  fecretsh 

But  it  may  be  faid  by  fuch  as  look  upon  this 
whole  affair,  as  an  idle  and  ridiculous  thing,  and 
who  confider  all  thefe  relations,  however  atteded,  or 
fupported,  as  mere  dreams,  or  vifions.  I  fay,  ie 
may  be  alleged  by  thefe  angry  critics,  that  it  is  a  di- 
red  proof  of  the  fallhood  of  their  pretenfions  to  long 
life;  that  we  have  didind  accounts  of  the  time  when 
their  mod  celebrated  patriarchs,  fuch  as  Roger  Ra- 
con ,  Raymond  Lully ,  and  Rafil  Valentine  died,  and 
wlere  buried.  If  therefore,  thefe  men  could  not 
preferve  their  own  lives,  or  even  protrad  them  be¬ 
yond  the  ordinary  extent,  what  probability  is  there, 
will  thefe  people  fay,  that  any  of  the  fraternity 
fhould  prolong  their  lives  in  the  manner  they  relate  ? 
in  anfwer  to  this,  the  adepts  always  infinuate,  that 
if  thefe  great  men  died,  it  was  by  their  own  choice, 
and  that  many  of  their  fraternity  dill  decline  that 


f  This  George  Starkey,  was  originally  an  apothecary,  had  a 
head  turned  to  chemiltry,  but  managed  his  affairs  fo  ill,  that 

r 

he  was  obliged  to  tranfport  himfelf  to  the  plantations,  where  he 
became  acquainted  with  Philalethes,  of  which  acquaintance  he 
boafts  much  in  his  writings.  In  1658,  he  publilhed  a  book  of 
chemiftry  at  London ,  which  was  tranflated  into  French  in  1 70 6, 
and  into  High  Dutch  in  1712. 
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length  of  life  their  art  would  enable  them  to  enjoy. 
This  I  muft  confefs,  is  an  unfatisfa&ory  anfwer,  ef- 
pecially  to  fuch  as  make  the  objection,  but  then, 
fay  the  adepts,  it  is  the  only  anfwer  that  becomes 
us  to  give;  we  do  not  aim  at  the  conyi&ion  of  thefe 
fort  of  people,  we  are  not  defirous  of  making  a  noife 
in  the  world,  we  do  not  even  regard  the  poffefiion 
of  riches,  and  long-life  as  blefiings  in  themfelves ; 
further  than  that,  they  enable  us  to  do  good,  and 
the  foie  reafon  of  our  ever  mentioning  fuch  fecrets, 
being  in  our  poffefiion,  is  in  order  to  lead  to  our  fo- 
ciety  fuch  worthy  perfons  as  deferve  to  be  affociated* 
Now,  however  weak,  however  fophiftical,  this  rea- 
foning  may  appear  to  the  generality  of  mankind,  yet 
upon  the  principles  of  the  hermetic  philofophy,  it 
muft  be  allowed  to  be  extreamfy  plaufible,  and  in 
all  fuch  cafes,  we  muft  admit  men  to  argue  from 
their  own  principles,  and  not  from  thofe  we  lay 
down. 

The  truth  of  the  affair  is,  that  the  matters  of 
fa£l  we  meet  with,  fprinkled,  but  very  fparingly, 
in  the  works  of  thefe  hermetic  writers,  are  fo  afto- 
niftiing,  and  at  the  fame  time  are  told  with  fuch  an 
air  of  confidence,  that  if  we  entertain  the  leaft  doubt 
of  their  veracity,  we  cannot  help  arraigning  them 
of  the  higheft  degree  of  impudence.  They  fpeak 
of  all  mankind,  as  infinitely  below  them,  for  in 
comparifon  of  the  adepts,  monarchs  themfelves  are 
poor ;  the  molt  learned,  are  meer  fots  and  block- 
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heads  ;  and  thofe  who  are  venerable  from  their  age 
and  grey  hairs,  are  but  children.  It  is  impoffible 
not  to  read  fuch  books  under  ftrong  prejudices,  and 
thefe  are  fo  much  the  greater  from  hence,  that  fuch 
aftonifhing  taels  are  not  met  with  in  the  writings  of 
the  lower  clafs  of  thefe  philofophers,  but  in  thofe 
that  have  the  highefb  credit,  and  that  to  fpeak  fair¬ 
ly,  in  many  other  refpedts,  appear  to  have  been  men 
of  fenfe  and  candour,  in  the  difeourfes  they  have 
written  on  the  nature  of  metals  and  other  things. 

A  -single  inflance  will  fet  this  in  as  clear  a  light 
as  an  hundred.  We  have  mentioned  more  than 
once,  and  fhal!  be  obliged  to  mention  again  the  fage 
Arief Joins ,  whofe  writings  are  very  famous  among 
the  hermetic  philofophers;  infomuch,  that  the  no¬ 
ble  Ohms  Borrichius ,  an  excellent  writer,  and  a  molt 
candid  critic,  recommends  thefe  writings  to  the 
fedulous  perulai  of  thofe  that  would  acquire  the 
knowlege  of  this  fublime  philofophy,  and  afiiires 
them,  that  if  they  read  them  frequently,  it  will  not 
be  without  fruit.  Yet  in  one  of  thefe  treatifes,  this 
writer  himfelf  tells  us,  without  either  ceremony  or 
circumlocution,  that  he  was  one  thoufand  and  twen¬ 
ty-five  years  old.  when  he  wrote  itg.  A  man  muff 

fure 


s  One  may  ealily  perceive,  that  our  author  {peaks  of  Artephius 
frotn  Mangetus ,  or  fame  other  compiler,  but  for  the  reader’s  fa- 
tisfadlion,  I  will  here  tranferibe  the  whole  paffage  from  the  trea- 

tife 
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fure  have  an  Ojlrictf s  ftomach  that  dlgefts  this,  and 
yet  without  digefting  it,  one  can  have  no  opinion 
of  any  thing  this  writer  fays,  who  in  other  refpedb, 
ds  very  far  from  being  defpicable  in  point  of  fcience, 
and  upon  whofe  authority  the  learned  friar  Bacon , 
wrho,  if  I  mi  (lake  not,  is  the  firft  European  writer 
that  quotes  him,  feems  to  rely,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  fcandalized  even  at  this  ftupendious  dory  of 
his  age,  whatever  we,  who  are  unacquainted  with 
hermetic  fecrets  may  think  of  it. 

It  is  very  pofiible,  that  the  inquifitive  reader 
would  be  glad  to  know  fomething  of  the  hidory  of 

1 

r 

tife  of  that  hermetic  philofopher,  which  will  fet  this  point  in  a 
clear  light.  44  Know  afluredly  fays  he,  I  am  not  at  all  envious 
44  as  others  are,  he  that  takes  the  words  of  the  other  philofophers 
“  according  to  the  ordinary  fjgnification  and  found  of  them,  he 
44  doth  already,  having  loll  Ariadne's  thread,  wander  in  the 
44  midd  of  the  labyrinth,  and  hath  as  good  as  appointed  his  mo- 
44  ney  to  perdition.  But  I  Artephius>  after  I  had  learned  all  the 
44  art  and  perfect  fcience  in  the  books  of  the  true  fpeaking  Her » 
41  i vies,  was  fometimes  envious  as  all  the  red: ;  but  when  X  had 
**  by  the  fpace  of  a  thoufand  years,  or  thereabouts  (which  are 
44  row  pa  (fed  ever  me  fince  my  nativity,  by  the  only  grace  of 
44  god  almighty,  and  the  ufe  of  this  wonderful  fifth  e Hence) 
«  when  I  fay,  for  fo  long  time,  I  had  feen  no  man,  that  could 
44  work  the  maftery  of  Hermes ,  by  reafon  of  the  obfeurity  of  the 
44  philofopher’s  words,  moved  with  pity,  and  with  the  goodnefs 
11  becoming  an  honed  man,  I  have  determined  in  tbefe  lad  times 
44  of  my  life,  to  write  all  things  truly  and  fincerely,  that  thou 
44  may’d  want,  or  defire  nothing  to  the  perfedling  of  the  philo- 
44  fophir’s  done.” 

I. 
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fo  extraordinary  a  perfonage  5  where  he  led,  and  how 
he  bellowed  fo  long  a  life.  But  in  this,  it  is  by  nq 
means  eafy,  to  give  him  any  tolkrable  fatisfa&ion. 
His  writings,  fo  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge  about 
them,  feem  to  have  been  compofed  aboqt  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  twelfth  century ;  bus  who  he  was,  or 
how  he  acquired  his  knowiege,  farther  than  that  he 
had  one  Bolenus  for  his  mailer,  has  not  been  hither¬ 
to  fo  much  as  guelTed  at.  The  language  in  which 
he  wrote  was  Latin ,  and  that  none  of  the  coarfell, 
fo  that  his  treatifes  are  far  from  being  inelegant,  with 
refpeft  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are  compofed, 
as  on  the  other  hand,  they  have  a  wonderful  plain- 
nefs  and  perfpicuity  in  their  matter  \  but  as  to  the 
method  by  which  he  prolonged  his  life,  which  after 
all,  to  one  who  is  not  in  fearch  of  the  fuperior  myf- 
teries  of  the  hermetic  philofophy,  is  the  point  that 
he  would  wife  moll  to  fee  explained  ;  it  is  not  co¬ 
vered  with  impenetrable  obfcurity,  and  therefore  we 
will  difmifs  this  point  with  giving  the  bell  account 
of  it  we  can,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  it  will  be 
found  to  have  a  very  clofe  relation  to  the  fubjeft  of 
this  very  treatife,  and  cannot  cpnfequently  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  ufelefs,  or  an  impertinent  digreffionh. 

He 


h  It  is  plain  from  this  paragraph,  that  our  author  had  con¬ 
futed  only  that  treatife  of  Arttyhius,  which  is  printed  in  the. 
fourth  volume  of  the  theatrum  chemicum ,  and  in  the  firft  volume 
of  MangetuCh  great  collection  ;  for  it  is  in  that  treatife,  that  he 

mentions 
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He  is  faid  to  have  invented  a  magnet,  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  attraction  of  the  aura,  or  fpirit  of  hu¬ 
man  life  ^  fo  that  by  the  application  of  this  he  depriv¬ 
ed  young  men  of  their  lives ;  and  provided  a  volatile 
vivifying  tinfture,  by  which  he  furvived  to  a  vaft 
age ;  when  growing  tired  of  life,  he  included  this 
tinCture  in  a  veffel  and  withdrew  into  a  tomb, 
where  he  qnly  received  fo  much  of  it  by  his 
noftrils,  as  kept  him  alive,  and  in  this  ftate  he  was 
when  out  of  pure  kindnefs  to  the  young  ftudents  in 
the  hermetic  fcience,  he  wrote  thofe  trearifes,  which 
are  yet  fo  famous,  and  of  which  John  Pontanus  fays, 
that  they  are  the  only  pieces  relative  to  this  my  fie- 
nous  art,  by  which  its  fecrets  may  be  known,  with¬ 
out  the  help  of  a  matter.  This  tindure  feems  to 
come  fo  near  to  the  method  of  our  Hermippus ,  that 
one  might  be  tempted  to  think  it  the  fame,  or  that 
Hermippus  might  poflibly  be  a  hermetic  philofopher, 
and  borrow  his  fecret  from  that  of  Artephius . 

But  as  I  hold  it  a  rule  not  to  be  difpenfed  with 
in  works  of  this  nature,  for  a  writer  to  offer  nothing 
to  the  world  in  the  way  of  argument,  which  has  not 
the  lame  weight  with  himfelf,  that  he  wifhesit  might 


mentions  his  mailer  BoJenus  ;  but  the  book  from  whence  I  have 
given  the  paffage  in  queflion,  which  in  fome  meafure  jukifies  this 
hermetic  fage,  is  entitled  Liber  ficretus ,  and  is  not  in  either  of 
thofe  collections. 


have 
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have  with  his  reader  ;  fo  I  muft  Ningenioufly  confefs, 
that  I  do  not  lay  any  great  ftrefs  upon  this  account 
of  Artepbius ,  that  is  to  fay,  I  conceive  the  magnet 
by  which  he  extraded  this  tindure  from  the  vital 
fpirits  of  young  men  to  be  enigmatical,  and  I  am 
the  rather  induced  to  believe  this,  becaufe  I  find 
many  things  of  a  like  nature  in  his  works,  and 
have  likewife  obferved,  that  other  hermetrical  wri¬ 
ters  interpret  them  in  this  manner  as  well  as  I ;  and 
if  fo,  I  fhould  not  deal  candidly,  to  produce  his  au¬ 
thority  in  a  literal  fenfe,  in  favour  of  this  notion. 
Yet  notwithftanding  this,  and  though  I  freely  own 
that  I  am  not  able  to  explain  his  enigma,  there  is 
ftill  this  ufe  to  be  made  of  it,  that  undoubtedly  he 
would  not  have  made  ufe  of  fuch  an  allegorical  de- 
feriptson  of  his  tindure,  if  it  had  not  been  very  ex- 
preffive,  and  therefore,  though  the  art  he  ufed, 
might  afford  him  fomewhat  infinitely  faperior  to 
the  affiftance  that  may  be  derived  from  the  breath  of 
young  men  ;  yet  much  might  be  performed,  though 
in  a  lower  degree,  by  a  medicine  of  that  nature  fug- 
gefted  by  the  litteral  fenfe  of  his  words ;  neither  am 
I  inclined  to  affert  that  Hermippus  was  an  hermetic 
philofopher,  and  that  for  two  reafons,  fir  ft,  becaufe 
he  feems  to  have  made  no  fecret  of  his  method,  as 
all  that  fraternity  do ;  and  next,  becaufe  notwith¬ 
ftanding  he  prolonged  his  life  between  thirty  and 
forty  years  beyond  the  common  period,  which  is  a 
thing  extraordinary  in  itfelf,  confidered  in  a  natural 
Ijgbt,  yet  it  is  in  died;,  little  or  nothing,  when  com¬ 
pared 
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pared  with  the  pretences  of  the  adepts  in  the  herme¬ 
tic  fcience  \ 

I  SHALL 


1  It  feems  to  me  that  after  all  our  author  has  laid  about  Ar~ 
tephius ,  an  inquifitive  reader  will  ftill  be  glad  to  know  more.  The 
character  he  has  given  of  this  famous  fage,  is  fuch  a  one  as 
might  be  expected  from  a  perfon,  who  though  he  does  not  care  to 
cenfure  fuch  a  body  of  men,  for  they  are  much  more  numerous  than 
the  world  imagines ;  yet  is  far  enough  from  confiding  in  them, 
and  therefore  we  will  produce  the  fentiment  of  one  who  profelfes 
himfelf  an  adept,  which  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  at  lead  gratify  the 
reader’s  curiofity,  though  very  poffibly  it  may  not  gain  his  belief. 
It  is  contained  in  a  kind  of  epiflolary  preface,  that  Hands 
before  that  treatife  of  hisa  which  is  printed  in  the  Theatrum 
Chemicum. 

“  I  John  Pontanus  have  travelled  through  many  countries, 

that  I  might  know  fome  certainty  of  the  philofopher’s  ftone, 
*f  and  going  through  as  it  were  all  the  world  ;  I  found  many  falle 
“  deceivers,  but  no  true  philofophers ;  yet  continually  fludying, 
“  and  making  many  doubts,  at  length  I  found  the  truth:  But 
“  when  I  knew  the  matter  in  general,  I  yet  erred  two  hundred 
6(  times  before  I  could  attain  to  the  true  matter  with  the  opera- 
6C  tion  and  praftice  thereof.  Firft,  I  begun  to  work  with  the 
ie  matter  by  putrefaction  nine  months  together,  and  I  found  no- 
6i  thing  :  Then  I  put  it  into  Balneum  Marine  for  a  certain  time, 
“  and  herein  I  likewife  erred  :  Afterwards  I  put  it  in  the  fire  of 
t(  calcination  for  three  months  fpace,  and  I  wrought  amifs.  I 
“  tryed  all  kinds  of  diftillatioos,  and  fubiimations  (as  the  philo- 
««  fophers  Geber ,  AreheUus ,  and  all  the  refl,  either  fay,  or 
«  feem  to  fay)  and  I  found  nothing.  In  fum,  I  allayed  to  per- 
«  fed  the  fubjeft  of  the  whole  art  of  alchemy,  by  all  means 
“  poifible  to  be  devifed ;  as  by  dung,  baths,  alhes,  and  other 
««  fires  of  divers  kinds,  which  are  yet  all  found  in  the  philofo- 
«  phers  books,  but  I  found  no  good  in  them.  Wherefore  I  flu- 
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I  shall  have  occafion,  more  than  once,  hereaf¬ 
ter  to  mention  fome  curious  medicines,  taken  notice 
of  in  the  works  of  fome  of  thefe  fages,  which  will 
not  difcredit  what  I  have  advanced  in  regard  to  the 
tindlure  of  Artephius,  But  after  all,  there  cannot  be 
any  thing  more  difficult,  thep  to  comprehend  what 


44  died  three  whole  years  in  the  books  of  the  philofophers ;  ef- 
“  pecially  in  Hermes  alone,  whofe  brief  words  do  comprehend 
t(  the  whole  ftone,  though  he  fpeak  obfcurely  of  the  fuperior 
t(  and  inferior,  or  that  which  is  above,  and  that  which  is  be- 
6t  low,  of  heaven  and  earth.  Therefore  our  inftrument  which 
bringeth  the  matter  into  being,  in  the  beginning,  fecond,  and 
third  work,  is  not  the  fire  of  a  bath,  nor  of  dung,  nor  of 
et  allies,  nor  of  the  other  fires,  which  the  philofophers  have  put 
44  in  their  books :  What  fire  is  it  then,  which  perfects  the 
€£  whole  work,  from  the  beginning  to  the  ending  1  Surely  the 
V  philofophers  have  concealed  it.  They  that  fhould  read  Geher t 
et  and  all  the  other  philofophers,  though  they  fhould  live  an 
et  hundred  thoufand  years,  could  not  comprehend  it,  becaufe 
44  that  fire  is  found  by  deep  and  profound  meditation  only,  and 
44  then  it  may  be  gathered  out  of  books,  and  not  before. 
44  And  therefore  the  error  of  this  art,  is  not  to  find  the  fire 
c(  which  turns  the  whole  matter  into  the  true  flone  of  the  philo - 
“  fbpher’s.  And  therefore  fiudy  upon  it,  for  if  I  had  found  that 
44  firft,  I  had  never  erred  two  hundred  timps  in  my  pradlice  upon 
44  the  matter:  Wherefore  I  do  not  marvel,  if  fo  many  and 
44  great  men  have  not  attained  unto  the  work.  They  do  err, 
44  they  have  erred,  they  will  err,  becaufe  the  philofophers  have 
44  not  put  the  proper  agent,  fave  only  one,  which  is  named  Ar- 
44  ttphius ,  but  he  i peaks  for  himfelf,  or  by  himfelf;  and  unlefs 
I  had  reaa  Artepbius,  and  felt  him  fpeak,  I  had  never  come  to 
fiC  the  complement  of  the  work,59 
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thefe  people  would  be  at,  and  to  me  it  fee  ms  full  as  eafy 
to  penetrate  all  their  mifteries,  and  become  one’s  felf 
an  adept  5  as  to  know  with  certainty  what  they  would  be 
willing  the  world  fhould  think  about  them.  In  all  their 
treatifes  they  fail  not  to  magnify  the  excellence  of 
their  own  fcience,  and  the  fuperiority  of  their  own 
lights.  An  adept  if  we  will  take  their  words  for  it, 
is  in  abfolute  pofleffion  of  health,  wealth,  and  wif- 
dom.  He  is  free  from  almoft  all  the  inconveni¬ 
ences,  which  the  folly  of  our  firft  parent  brought 
Upon  his  unhappy  poflerity  ;  and  is  able  to  pals 
through  the  wildernefs  of  this  world,  not  only  with¬ 
out  hurt,  but  without  being  exjpofed  to  any  of  thofe 
evils  that  afHift  other  men.  Yet  turn  the  tables, 
and  their  own  works  fhall  fhew,  thefe  very  fage3  in 
quite  another  light.  If  pofleflfed  of  an  univerfal 
medicine,  they  are  obliged  to  conceal  it,  becaufe 
otherwife  they  would  be  made  known,  and  di [cover¬ 
ed  by  its  effects  j  if  it  is  really  in  their  power  to 
tranfmute  metals,  and  confequently  to  poflefs  whole 
mountains  of  gold,  they  are  neverthelefs  conftrained 
to  embrace  a  kind  of  voluntary  poverty,  to  prevent 
themfelves,  and  their  art,  from  being  enflaved  by 
the  avarice  of  other  men.  If  to  live  as  long  as  Ar- 
tephius  was  in  their  power ;  yet  they  will  tell  you 
that  the  croffes  which  they  experience,  are  generally 
fpeaking,  fuch  as  difcourage  them  from  taking  the 
benefit  of  their  wonderful  fecret,  fo  that  it  feems 
more  eligible  to  them  to  fubmit  to  the  common  fen- 
tence  of  mankind,  and  that  too  at  the  common  time, 

than 
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than  to  efcape  it  though  this  be  in  their  power. 
On  a  flight  view  of  thefe  apparent  contradictions, 
moft  people  are  apt  to  conclude  all  the  panegyricks 
on  themfelves,  and  their  art  ftark  fiCtion,  and  have 
confidered  their  relations  as  mere  philofophic  dreams, 
with  which  after  amufing  themfelves  through  their 
whole  lives,  they  are  defirous  alfo  of  amufing  the 
world. 

*r  .  J, 

What  they  offer  in  anfwer  to  this,  has  been  al¬ 
ready  fhewn,  and  I  think  affords  fuch  an  objection 
to  this  way  of  folving  their  high  pretenfions,  by  fup- 
pofing  them  enthufiaftic  fictions,  as  is  not  eafily  to 
be  got  over.  For  fuppofmg  all  they  fay  to  be  true, 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  they  muff  ftand  expofed  to 
all  thofe  difficulties  and  dangers,  of  which  we  find  fo 
many  pathetic  complairits,  and  the  confideration  of 
this  will  appear  to  any  candid  enquirer,  a  fufficient 
reafon  to  doubt,  whether,  after  all,  we  can  pro¬ 
nounce  with  any  tollerable  certainty,  that  their  pre¬ 
tenfions  are  fo  chimerical  as  is  generally  imagined. 
We  may  perhaps  fhoot  as  wide  of  truth  in  believing 
nothing,  as  in  believing  all,  and  in  this,  as  in  mod 
other  things,  there  may  be  perhaps  a  middle  way 
found,  much  lefs  liable  to  exception  than  either  of 
the  extremes.  Yet  here  again  the  queffion  recurs, 
which  is  this  middle  way  ?  If  we  do  not  take  for 
granted  all  that  they  fay  of  themfelves,  or  if  we  do 
not  rejeCt  indifcriminateJy.,  all  that  they  advance, 
by  what  rule  are  we  to  diffinguifh,  what  we  are  to 

receive 
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receive,  and  what  we  are  to  reject.  What  philofo- 
phic  fieve  fhali  we  make  ufe  of,  to  feparate  the 
wheat  from  the  bran,  and  from  fuch  a  monftrous 
heap  of  contradidlions,  to  pick  out  fomething  that 
may  be  worth  the  knowing,  or  believing, 

A  s  I  do  not  profefs  myfelf  either  an  adept,  or  fo 
much  as  a  (Indent  in  this  fort  of  philofophy,  I  (hall 
take  the  liberty,  as  the  matter  of  fad  nearly  con¬ 
cerns  the  fubjed  of  which  I  am  treating,  to  (hape 
out  another  anfwer  to  this  objection,  and  it  is  this, 
that  perhaps  we  are  not  always  fo  fecure  as  to  the 
deaths  of  thefe  virtuofi,  as  we  imagine.  The  con¬ 
tinuance  of  their  lives  is  a  thing,  that  though  they 
boaft  of  in  one  fenfe,  yet  in  another  they  (tudioudy 
affed:  to  conceal.  Of  this,  I  fhali  give  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  inftance,  v/hich  will  be  fo  much  the  more  en¬ 
tertaining  to  the  reader,  as  for  anything  I  knows 
it  has  not  yet  been  taken  notice  of  by  any  writer  upon 
this  fubjed,  not  even  by  the  profefled  hiftorian  of 
this  fraternity,  notwithftanding  he  has  made  larger 
colledions  concerning  them,  and  their  philofophy, 
than  any  man  that  ever  fet  pen  to  paper.  This  in¬ 
ftance  will  be  alfo  found  the  more  extraordinary, 
fince  I  take  it  from  one  who  never  pretended  to  be 
an  adept,  and  who  therefore,  ought  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  an  unprejudiced  witnefe.  But  before  I  enter 
upon  this  ftory,  I  mud  defire  my  readers  to  obferve, 
that  I  lay  down  barely  fads  as  I  find  them,  and  do 

not 
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not  pretend  to  intereft  myfelf  in  the  lead  as  to  the 
credit  they  may  meet  with. 


Amongst  the  hermetic  philofophers,  who  are 
allowed  to  have  attained  the  higheft  fecrets  of 
fcience,  Nicholas  Flamel  of  Paris,  has  been  always 
reckoned  one  of  the  mdft  confiderable,  and  his  right 
to  this  reputation,  the  lead  to  be  contefted.  The 
hiftory  of  this  Flamel,  who  flouflfhed  in  the  XIVth 
century  is  very  curious :  He  was  a  perfon  of  a  good 
family  though  much  reduced  in  point  of  fortune  ; 
had  quick  parts*,  a  lively  wit,  and  with  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  no  more  than  an  ordinary  education ;  Was 
fent  to  Paris  to  get  a  living  as  he  could.  Flamel 
wrote  an  extraordinary  good  hand,  had  fome  notion 
of  poetry,  and  painted  very  prettily ;  yet  all  thefe 
accomplifhrnents  railed  him  no  higher  than  a  hack¬ 
ney  clerk*  in  which  condition  he  worked  very  hard* 
and  had  much  ado  to  pick  up  a  fubfiftance.  In 
1537,  chance  threw  in  his  way  a  book  of  hermetic 
philofophy,  written  by  one  Abraham  a  jew,  or  ra¬ 
ther  engraven  on  leaves  made  of  the  bark  of  trees* 
and  illullrated  with  very  curious  pictures,  in  which 
the  whole  fecret  was  laid  down  in  the  cleareft  man¬ 
ner  poflible,  to  fuch  as  were  acquainted  with  her¬ 
metic  philofophy.  This  treafure  coll  Flamel  no 
more  than  two  florins,  for  the  perfon  who  fold  him 
the  book,  knew  nothing  of  what  it  contained,  and 
Flamel  himfelf  though  he  made  it  his  whole  ftudy 
*  for  twenty  years,  and  though  he  took  the  precaution 

of 
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of  copying  the  pictures,  and  hanging  them  up  in 
his  houfe,  and  afking  the  learned  their  opinion 
about  them,  was  able  to  make  very  little  of  them  k. 

Tired  at  length  with  fo  vain  and  fo  laborious  a 
ftudy,  he  101378,  took  a  refolution  to  travel  into 
Spain  in  hopes  of  meeting  there  with  fome  learn¬ 
ed  Jew9  who  might  give  him  the  key  to  the 
grand  fecret;  that  this  journey  might  not  appear  to 
be  undertaken  on  quite  fo  chimerical  a  motive,  he 
made  a  vow,  to  go  in  pilgrimage  to  St.  James, of 
Compojiella 3  a  practice  frequent  in  thofe  times.  After 
much  fearch  to  little  purpofe,  he  met  at  laft  with  a 
Jew  phyfician  at  Leon ,  who  had  been  lately  con¬ 
verted  to  the  chriftian  religion,  and  who  was  well 
verfed  in  this  kind  of  fcience;  this  man,  at  the  per- 
fuafion  of  Flame! ,  confented  to  go  with  him  to  Pa-~ 
ris ;  but  when  they  were  got  as  far  as  Orleans ,  the 
phyfician  who  was  far  in  years,  and  little  accidie  Di¬ 
ed  to  the  fatigue  of  travel,  fell  fick  of  a  fever,  which 


k  The  befi  part  of  this  account  of  Nicholas  Flame! .  is  taken 
from  his  article  in  a  very  curious  book,  which,  as  it  deferves  to 
be  more  known  thafi  it  is,  encourages  me  to  fee  down  the  title 
thereof  at  large,  which  runs  thus.  Trefor  des  recherches  &  an- 
tiquitez  Gauloifes,  reJuites  en  ordre  alphabetique,  &  enrichies  de 
beauccup  d’origines,  epitaphes,  &  autres  chofes  rares  &  curieufes, 
com  me  auffi,  ce  beaucoup  de  mots  de  la  langue  Thvoife,  ou 
Theuthofranque.  Paris  1655,  in  4to. 
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carried  him  off  in  a  few  days  K  Flamel  having  ren* 
dered  the  laft  kind  offices  to  his  dying  friend,  re¬ 
turned  very  difeon folate  to  Paris ,  where  he  ftudied 
three  years  more,  according  to  the  inftruclions  he 
had  received  from  the  phyfician,  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  on  the  17th  of  January,  1382,  he  made  pro¬ 
jection  on  a  large  quantity  of  mercury,  which  he 
changed  into  fine  filver,  and  on  the  25th  of  April 
following,  he  tranfmuted  a  vaft  quantity  of  mercury 
into  gold.  He  afterwards  repeated  frequently  the 
experiment,  and  acquired  thereby  immenfe  wealth. 
He  and  his  wife  Perenella ,  in  the  mid  ft  of  all  thefe 
riches,  lived  ftil!  in  their  old  fober  way,  and  eat  and 
drank  as  ufual,  out  of  earthen  v  die  Is.  They  main¬ 
tained  however  a  vaft  number  of  poor,  founded 
fourteen  hofpitals,  built  three  chapels,  and  repaired 
and  endowed  feven  churches.  In  fhort,  the  ads  of 
charity  they  did,  were  fo  aftonifhing,  that  Charles 
the  YL  who  was  then  upon  the  throne,  refolved  to 
enquire  how  they  came  by  their  wealth,  and  lent 
for  that  purpofe  M.  de  Cramoifi. ,  mafter  of  requeits, 
and  a  magiftrace  of  the  higheft  reputation  for  pro¬ 
bity,  and  honour,  to  examine  into  their  circum- 


1  As  the  hiftory  of  Flamel  was  collected  long  after  his  death, 
it  is  very  poffibie  that  there  might  be  fome  rniilakes  committed 
in  relation  to  the  circumitances  attending  his  adventures;  but 
there  is  one  thing  which  I  think  proves  the  reality  of  the  dory 
beyond  didpute,  which  is,  that  this  very  book  o i  Abraham  the 
was  adually  in  the  hands  of  cardinal  Richelieu ,  as  Bor  el  was 

told  by  the  Count  de  Qahrines ,  who  law  and  examined  it. 
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fences ;  to  whom  Flamel  gave  fo  fatisfadory  an  an- 
fwer,  that  no  further  enquiry  was  made  about  them; 
but  the  honed  old  people  were  left  in  pofTeffion  of 
the  only  privilege  they  defired^  which  was  no  great¬ 
er,  than  that  of  doing  all  the  good  that  lay  in  their 
power  m. 

The  circumftances  of  this  dory,  the  irtlmenfe 
wealth  of  Flamel,  and  his  wife,  their  many  founda¬ 
tions,  their  vaft  endowments,  and  the  prodigious 
efete  they  left  behind  them,  are  all  fads,  fo  well 
attefted,  that  no  difpute  can  be  raifed  about  them; 
or  if  there  were*  the  lad  will  of  Nicholas  Flamel , 
which*  with  forty  authentic  ads^  of  as  many  chari¬ 
table  foundations,  that  are  laid  Up  in  the  archives 
of  the  parilh  church  of  St.  James,  in  the  butchery 
at  Paris ?  are  proofs  capable  of  convincing  the 
greateft  infidel.  This  Flamel  wrote  feveral  treadles 
on  the  art  of  chemiftry;  but  they  are  extremely 
obfcure,  becaufe  they  are  all  delivered  in  an  allegori¬ 
cal  way,  and  confequently  one  may  hit  upon  various 
interpretations,  without  coming  at  the  true  one ; 


m  This  too,  is  a  fad  out  of  difpute,  and  as  a  proof  that  Flamel 
drew  his  riches  from  an  acquaintance  with  the  hermetic  philofo- 
phy,  the  hierogliphic  pi&ures  upon  his  tomb,  are  ul'ually,  and  I 
think  very  jultly  cited,  as  well  as  the  treatifes  he  wrote  upon  this 
fubjedt,  particularly  the  following  work  of  his,  La  grand  ecclair- 
ailment  de  la  pierre  philofopbale,  pour  la  tranfmutation  de  tons 
Metaux,  par  Nicholas  Flamel,  in  8vo  Paris,  1628. 
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which  it  is  faid  he  gave  to  a  nephew  of  his,  and 
that  the  fecret  remained  long  in  the  family,  nay,  it 
is  owing  to  indifcretion,  if  it  does  not  fo  fti!ln.  I 
mu  ft  not  however,  conceal  an  attempt  that  has  been 
made  to  overturn  the  whole  of  this  hiftory,  not  by 
denying  the  fads,  for  that  would  have  been  ridicu¬ 
lous,  fince  there  are  hundreds  of  poor  that  yet  fob- 
.lift  on  Flamel9 s  and  his  wife’s  foundations,  and  are 
confequently  fo  many  living  witneills  of  the  veracity 
of  that  part  of  the  relation. 

But  the  thing  attempted  is,  to  give  another  ac¬ 
count  of  Flamel' s  acquiring  his  wealth,  and  in  order 
to  this  they  tell  you,  that  he  was  a  notary  public,  at 
the  time  the  Jews  were  expelled  France ,  that  they 
depofited  with  him  in  truft,  a  great  part  of  their 
wealth,  and  that  he  kept  it  for  his  own  ufe  °.  Such 

as 


n  Flamel  left  his  fecret  to  the  family  of  Du  Perrier,  the  lafl 
of  which  was  a  phyfician  of  that  name,  amongft  vvhofe  papers  it 
Was  found  ;  I  mean  only  part  of  the  powder,  by  one  Du  Bois  ; 
who  having  adled  very  imprudently  in  making  projection  before 
fever al  perfons,  and  pretending  to  mych  greater  knowledge  than 
he  really  had,  brought  upon  himfelf  an  unfortunate  end,  being 
hanged  by  order  of  cardinal  Richelieu . 

°  This  ftory,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  was  firit  ufhered  in¬ 
to  the  world  by  Gabriel  Naude ,  a  warm  and  angry  writer,  and 
one  far  from  being  exadt ;  from  him  it  is  copied  by  George  Hor- 
‘71  ius,  in  his  preface  to  the  works  of  Geber,  and  by  many  other 

writers.  But  as  to  the  notoriety  of  the  fadt,  with  refpedt  to  the 

banifliment 
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as  treat  what  has  been  faid  of  the  philofophers  done, 
and  of  hermetic  philofophy,  as  a  fable  have  run  a- 
way  with  this  explication,  as  if  it  had  been  a  clear 
and  fatisfa&ory  account  of  the  matter,  without  con- 
fidering  that  it  is  in  truth  attended  with  greater  di¬ 
fficulties,  than  the  tale  of  the  tranfmutation.  For 
what  probability  is  there,  that  per  fans  of  fo  much 
worth  and  piety  as  Fhmel  and  his  wife  are  allowed 
to  have  been,  ffiould  be  guilty  of  fuch  a  flagrant  a£t 
of  injudice,  as  to  betray  the  truft  repofed  in  them, 
and  this  purely  to  do  ads  of  charity  ?  If,  indeed, 
they  had  lived  in  luxurious  plenty,  and  had  rioted 
in  all  the  pleafures  which  their  immenfe  wealth 
might  have  enabled  them  to  have  indulged,  the 
dory  would  have  defer ved  fome  credit  ,  but  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  two  fober  people,  leading  a  life  of  the 
utmoft  frugality,  and  expending  all  their  revenues 
for  pious  and  charitable  purpofes,  fiiould  contrive 
to  get  the  money  fo  fpent,  by  bafe  and  fraudulent 
means,  is  utterly  incredible.  Befides,  if  this  had 
been  the  cafe,  it  is  impoffible  to  account  for  two 
circu affiances  j  the  firft  is,  that  the  king  of  France 
ffiould  be  fatisfied  with  the  account  that  Flamel 
thought  fit  to  give  to  Cramoifi ;  the  other,  that 
this  dory  fhould  never  break  out  during  the  life  of 


banithment  of  the  Jews,  as  all  the  French  hiftoriacs  agree  in  it, 
and  in  the  dates  relating  to  it,  one  may  fafely  conclude,  that  it  is 
fully  anfwered. 

M  3 
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Flame!,  or  within  an  age  after  his  death.  But  as 
I  know  there  are  people,  who  to  avoid  being  fufpedt- 
ed  of  credulity,  will  (wallow  any  thing  oppofite  to 
what,  they  think  it  would  be  a  fhame  to  believe;  I 
fhall  deftroy  this  icandalous  hiftory  of  Flamel* s  riches, 

by  an  argument,  that  even  thefe  people  dare  not 

?  '  * 

difcredit.  In  fhort,  the  Jews  have  been  twice  ex¬ 
pelled  France ,  firft  in  1180,  long  before  Flannel  wa$ 
born,  and  again  in  1406,  feveral  years  after  all  his 
endowments  were  made,  and  but  feven  years  before 
the  death  of  him  and  his  wife  Berrenella p. 

But  methinks  I  hear  fome  captious  reader  cry 
out,  what  did  Flame l  and  Berrenella  die  ?  to  what 
end  then  all  this  tedious  ftory  ?  what  is  there  in 
Ftamel’s  life,  that  correfponds  with  that  of  Hermip¬ 
pus  ?  or  what  has  alchemy  to  do  with  the  breath 
of  virgins,  or  the  prolongation  of  human  life  ?  Peace 
a  little  *,  I  prom i fed  you  fome  account  of  f lamely  that 
has  not  been  hitherto  regarded,  that  has  efcaped  the 
notice  of  all  who  have  written  the  hiftory  of  herme¬ 
tic  philofophers,  from  the  noble  Olaus  Borrichius , 
down  to  abbe  du  Frefnoy ,  and  this  I  am  going  to 

l  V 

give  you.  But,  permit  me,  to  obferve,  firft,  that 

1  .  .  .  • .  . 
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p  If  the  reader  has  a  mind  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the 
adventures  of  this  adept,  he  may  confult  the  hiftory  of  hermetic 
philofophy,  published  lately  by  the  abbe  Lenglet  du  Frefnoy. 
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my  account  is  taken  from  the  travels  of  the  fieur 
Paul  Lucas ,  who- by  order  of  Lewis  XIV.  patted 
through  Greece ,  Afia  Minor ,  Macedonia ,  and  Africa , 
in  fearch  of  antiquities,  who  dedicated  this  book  of 
his,  to  that  prince,  and  who  mutt:  be  therefore  pre¬ 
fumed  to  relate  what  was  true,  or  what  he  took  to 
be  true;  for  no  body  who  knew  the  charadler  of 
Lewis  XIV.  can  imagine  he  would  flitter  a  fellow  to 
ufner  his  falfnoods  into  the  world,  under  the  fandti- 
on  of  his  name  ;  much  lefs,  that  after  being  guilty 
of  fuch  a  piece  of  infolence,  he  fhould  encourage, 
protedt,  and  employ  fuch  a  man,  as  in  fadt  he  did, 
to  the  very  end  of  his  reign  ;  and  this  in  confequence 
of  the  reputation  he  acquired  from  the  publication 
of  the  voyages,  the  authority  of  which  I  am  going 
to  ufe  \ 

It  may  not  be  amifs,  to  put  my  reader  in  mind, 
that  I  have  ftridlly  kept  my  word.  The  fieur  Lu¬ 
cas  was  no  hermetic  philofopher,  no  chemift,  no 
deep  ftudent  in  the  fciences  ;  and  if  we  guefs  from 
his  writings,  no  man  of  art,  or  addrefs;  but  a 
bold,  rough,  free  fpoken  traveller,  who  had  feen 
much,  and  was  willing  to  tell  the  world  all  he  had 
feen.  If  from  hence,  any  fhould  be  led  into 
an  opinion  that  he  was  a  credulous  man,  and  might 


9  See  the  preface  to  the  book  from  which  this  (lory  is  taken, 
which  is  entitled  ;  Voyage  de  fieur  Paul  Lucas,  fait,  parordre  du  roi 
dans  la  Grece,  &c.  Amflerdam ,  1714,  in  i2mo,  two  volumes. 
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be  eafily  impofed  on,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  that  5 
I  do  not  intend  to  turn  advocate  for  the  folidity  of 
a  traveller’s  underftanding,  any  more,  than  for  the 
truth  of  hermetic  philofophy.  I  only  lay  down 
Things  as  they  are,  or  at  leaf!;  as  they  appear  to  be, 
and  leave  all  the  reft  to  the  reader’s  decifion.  All 
I  infift  upon,  as  to  the  fieur  Lucas’ s  relation,  is  this, 
that  he  could  not  be  deceived  as  to  the  matter  of 

* 

fad  ;  he  could  not  dream  the  ftory  he  has  told  us  ; 
he  could  not  fee  it  in  a  vition,  and  as  to  the  reft,  I 
do  not  concern  myfelf  about  it.  He  might  poffibly 
be  cheated  by  the  Mohammedan  monks,  for  I  can 
readily  conceive,  that  monks  of  all  religions,  are  the 
fame  %  and  yet,  if  as  great  abfurdities,  and  much 

j 

greater  difficulties  attend  the  ftory  in  that  light, 
than  in  any  other;  I  prefume  it  may  juftify  a  hint, 
that  it  is  not  impoffible,  it  might  be  otherwife,  than 
fuch  fevere  critics,  may  incline  to  believe.  But  it  is 
now  time  to  come  to  the  ftory,  and  therefore  I  fhall 

put  an  end  to  my  reflections. 

* 

He  informs  us,  that  being  at  Broujja ,  in  Natolia , 
and  going  to  take  the  air  towards  a  little  village 
called  Bournous  Bachy ,  at  a  final  1  diftance  from 
thence,  in  company  with  a  perfon  of  diftin&ion ;  he 
met  with  the  following  adventure,  which  I  fhall  re¬ 
late  to  you  exactly  in  his  own  words1'.  We  went 

together 

T1»  w.  .  ■■■».  ■—  ■  iu.  ii.  i  «  »n  n  I— — — — ^1  I  m— — — Kit 

r  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  lince  the  pubiifhing  the  hrft 
edition  of  this  work,  we  have  difeovered  a  very  finguJar  illus¬ 
tration 
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together  to  a  little  mofque,  fays  he,  where  one  of 
their  moft  eminent  Dervifes  was  interred.  It  is  al¬ 
ways  a  Dervife  that  has  the  cuftody  of  fuch  places, 

•v  *  \ 

which  are,  generally  fpeaking,  pleafantly  fituated, 

adorned 


tratlon  of  this  (lory,  from  the  works  of  an  author  of  unquehion- 
able  integrity,  and  with  whom  there  is  no  great  reafon  to  believe 
this  French  traveller  could  be  at  all  acquainted.  This  author  is 
Sir  Paul  Rycaut ,  who  in  his  hate  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  fepulchre,  and  the  mofque,  menti¬ 
oned  in  the  text,  in  terms  which  very  much  corroborate  fome  cir- 
cumhances  of  this  extraordinary  relation.  State  of  the  Ottoman 
empire ,  b.  1 1 .  cap.  20, 

“  In  the  time  of  Qrchanes  the  fecond,  king  of  the  Turks,  who 
<£  governed  thirty-five  years,  and  reigned  eighty  three,  and  died 
“  in  the  hegira  of  Mahomet  feven  hundred  and  fixteen,  there  lived 
“  in  Prufa ,  then  the  regal  feat,  a  famous  Santon,  called  Here- 
ci  nvi,  who  ufed  to  walk  up  and  down,  and  as  an  a£t  of  charity, 
“  to  buy  the  livers  and  lights  of  beafls  to  feed  cats  and  dogs. 
4‘  He  profefled  poverty  and  fevere  mortification,  with  tears  and 
“  fighs,  which  he  adled  with  that  fervency,  that  the  angels  lea- 
44  ving  heaven,  came  to  be  witnefs  of  his  holy  penance.  The  fame 
“  of  this,  moved  fultan  Qrchanes  to  difcourfe  with  him,  and 
u  to  know  the  hory  of  his  pail  life,  which  he,  fmiling,  began  to 
“  recount,  and  told  him,  that  he  formerly  was  a  king,  derived 
“  from  the  line  of  Mahomet ,  had  compelled  with  his  arms  the 
“  rivers  of  Ni/us,  Euphrates  and  Tigris ,  had  governed  provinces 
“  ^fith'his  fword  and  fcepter,  had  been  triumphantly  adorned 
with  precious  hones  and  glittering  arms,  and  had  made  the  world 
e<  tremble  at  the  very  mention  of  his  name.  But  at  lah,  cordi- 
dering  the  vanity  of  this  world,  he  refolved  on  a  folitary  life, 
44  and  to  renounce  all  the  follies,  and  final!  fathfadlion  of  riches 
44  and  empty  honours.  At  which  faying,  fultan  Qrchanes  was 
44  amazed,  and  faid,  we  ought  not  to  defpife  thofe  who  under 

the 


1 86  Hermippus  Redivivus,  or 

adorned  with  gardens  and  fountains,  and  on  that 
account,  fet  a-part  for  public  walks,  and  places  of 
recreation.  We  were  quickly  introduced  into  a  lit¬ 
tle  cloifter,  where  we  found  four  Dervifes,  who  re¬ 
ceived  us  with  all  imaginable  civility,  and  defired 
us  to  partake  of  what  they  were  eating  ^  we  were 
told,  what  we  foon  found  to  be  very  true,  that  they 
were  all  perfons  of  the  greatefl  worth  and  learning. 
One  of  them,  who  faicl  he  was  of  the  country  of 
the  UJbecs ,  tribe  of  "Tartars)  appeared  to  me  more 
learned  than  the  reft,  and  I  believe  verily  he  [poke 
all  the  languages  in  the  world.  As  he  did  not 
know  me  to  be  a  Frenchman ,  after  we  had  converfed 

<— — — ■'  ■■  , — - - — ■ — — 

“  the  guife  and  appearance  of  mad  and  diftradltd  perfons,  wan- 
"  der  through  the  world  ,  for  their  vertues  are  rare,  and  in  this 
“  man  particularly,  I  difcover  fo  much  uf  fandlit y,  that  I  judge 
myfelf  unworthy  of  the  name  of  one  of  his  fervants.  And 
“  this  is  the  reafon,  why  fools  and  frantic  people  have  ever  fmce 
“  been  had  in  honour  and  reverence  amongfl  the  Turks,  as  thofe 
**  whom  revelations  and  enthufiam,  have  tranfported;  out  of  the 
i(  ordinary  temperament  of  humanity. 

“  This  Herenvi  was  very  learned  and  experienced  in  chemiifry, 

**  and  on  thofe  who  profefed  his  order,  and  entered  into  the  re- 
“  gular  life  of  his  religion,  inflead  of  afpers,  he  beftowed  gold. 

“  He  wore  a  green  veil,  and  lived  very  abftemiouijy,  he  mend- 
“  ed  his  own  cloaths,  and  dreffed  the  diet  for  his  convent.  He 
“  endowed  many  mofques,  and  feveral  hofpitals  of  charity  at 
“  Grand  Cairo  and  Babylon.  His  fepulchre  is  at  Prufa .  which 
“  is  greatly  vificed  by  pilgrims,  and  adorned  by  the  bounty  and 
“  munificence  of  thofe  who  reverence  the  memory  of  this  holy 
Samoa  d’ 
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fome  time  in  th zTurkifh  language,  he  afked  me,  if  I 
could  fpeak  Latin ,  Spanijh ,  or  Italian.  I  told  him, 
that  if  he  pleafed,  he  might  talk  to  me  in  Italian  ; 
but  as  he  foon  difcovered  by  my  accent,  that  it  was 
not  my  mother  tongue,  he  afked  me  frankly,  what 
country  I  came  from.  As  fbon  as  he  knew  that  I  was 
a  native  of  France ,  he  (poke  to  me  in  as  good  French 
as  if  he  had  been  brought  up  at  Paris.  How  long 
fir,  faid  I,  did  you  flay  in  France  ?  he  anfwcred  me, 
that  he  had  never  been  there,  but  that  he  had  a  great 
inclination  to  undertake  the  journey. 

I  di  d  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  flrengthen  that 
refolution,  and  perfuade  him  to  it,  in  order  to  which, 
I  told  him,  that  there  was  no  kingdom  in  the  world 
more  polifhed  ;  that  Grangers  efpecially  were  ex- 
treamly  well  received  there,  and  that  without  quef- 
tion,  he  would  meet  with  the  greatefl  fatisfadion  from 
this  journey.  No,  no,  returned  he,  I  am  not  in 
fuch  a  hurry  to  make  it,  I  fhould  be  a  fool  to  flatter 
myfelf  with  any  fuch  hopes;  I  am  one  of  the  fages, 
and  I  knowa  that  is  enough,  to  hinder  me  from  en¬ 
joying  quiet  there,  fo  that  I  am  not  like  to  think 
any  more  of  the  matter.  I  took  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  convince  him,  that  he  was  deceived,  that 
iome  bad  people  had  given  him  ill  impreflions  of 
my  country;  that  France  on  the  contrary,  was  the 
very  nurfery  of  the  learned,  and  that  the  king, 
whofe  fubjed  I  had  the  honour  to  be,  was  the  grea- 
patron  of  the  fciences.  I  went  further  dill,  I 

told 
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told  him,  that  though  1  had  not  the  honour  to  he 
of  any  learned  profeffion  myfelf,  yet  his  majefty  was 
pleafed  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  travels  in  which 
he  faw  me  engaged,  and  this  with  no  other  view 
than  to  procure  notices  of  thofe  things,  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  which,  remained  yet  neceffary  for  perfect¬ 
ing  the  fciences  y  fuch  as  of  herbs  that  might  be  ufe- 
ful  in  phyfic,  antient  monuments,  that  might  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  illuftration  of  remarkable  events,  and 
coafequently  ferve  to  render  hiftory  more  compleat, 
the  view  of  the  countries  themfelves,  in  order  to  the 
rectifying  geographical  charts ;  in  fine,  I  run  through 
all  the  proofs  I  could  think  of,  in  order  to  con¬ 
vince  him  of  the  inclination  that  prevailed  in  France , 
in  favour  of  the  fciences,  and  of  learning,  all  which 
he  attributed  to  the  climate,  and  feemed  to  approve 
what  1  faid,  out  of  pure  civility.  At  laft,  howe¬ 
ver,  he  feemed  to  be  ravifhed  with  the  fine  things  I 
told  him,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  allure  me,  that  fome 
time  or  other  he  would  certainly  go  thither.  Our 
converfation  being  ended,  the  Dervifes  carried  us  to 
their  houfe,  which  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  very  near  Bournous  Bachy ,  where  having  drank 
coffee,  I  took  my  leave  of  them,  but  with  a  pro- 
rnife,  however,  that  I  would  (hortly  come  and  fee 
them  again. 

On  the  ioth,  the  Dervife  whom  I  took  for  an 
Vjbec ,  came  to  pay  me  a  vifit.  I  received  him  in 

the  bed  manner  poffible,  and  as  he  appeared  to  me 

* 
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a  very  learned,  as  well  as  curious  man,  I  fliewed 
him  all  the  manufcripts  I  had  bought,  and  he  allu¬ 
red  me,  they  were  very  valuable,  and  written  by 
great  authors :  I  muft  fay,  in  favour  of  this  Dervife, 
that  he  was  a  perfon  every  way  extraordinary,  even 
to  his  outward  appearance.  Pie  fhewred  me  abun¬ 
dance  of  curious  things  in  phyiic,  and  promifed  me 
more ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  could  not  help  fay¬ 
ing,  that  it  was  neceflary,  that  1  fhould  make  feme 
extraordinary  preparations  on  my  fide,  in  order  to 
put  myfeif  into  a  condition  of  profiting  by  the  lights 
he  was  able  to  give  me.  To  judge  according  to  his 
appearance,  he  fhould  have  been  a  man  about  thir¬ 
ty,  but  by  his  difeourfe,  he  feemed  to  have  Jived 
at  lead  a  century,  and  of  this,  1  was  the  more  per- 
•fuaded  from  the  accounts  he  gave  me  of  fome  Jong 
voyages  he  had  made. 

He  told  me,  that  he  was  one  of  feven  friends, 
who  all  wander’d  up  and  down  the  world,  with  the 
fame  view  of  perfecting  themfelves  in  their  (Indies, 
and  that  at  parting,  they  always  appointed  another 
meeting  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,,  in  a  certain  ci¬ 
ty  which  was  mentioned,  and  that  the  firft  wlio 
came,  waited  for  the  reft.  I  perceived,  without 
his  telling  me,  that  Broujj'a  was  the  city  appointed 
for  their  prefent  meeting.  There  were  four  of 
them  there  already,  and  appeared  to  converfe  with 
each  other,  with  a  freedom  that  fpoke  rather  an  old 
acquaintance,  than  an  accidental  meeting.  In  a  long 

conver- 
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converfation,  with  a  man  of  great  parts,  it  is  natu¬ 
ral  to  run  over  abundance  of  curious  topics.  Reli¬ 
gion  and  natural  philofophy  took  up  our  thoughts 
by  turns,  and  at  latl,  we  fell  upon  chemiftry,  al¬ 
chemy,  and  the  cabala;  I  told  him,  that  all  thefe* 
and  efpecially  the  notion  of  the  philofopher’s  (lone* 

were  now  regarded  by  moft  men  of  fenfe*  as  mere 

* 

fi&ions  and  chimeras.  That,  returned  he*  ought 
not  to  furprize  you,  for  in  the  firft  place  we  ought 
to  fuffer  nothing  to  aftonifh  us  in  this  life  3  the  true 
fage  hears  all  things  without  being  fcandalized  at 
them;  but  though  he  may  have  fo  much  complai- 
fance,  as  not  to  (hack  an  ignorant  perlon  when  he 
talks  of  thefe  things,  yet  is  he  obliged,  do  you  think* 
to  fink  his  undefftanding  to  a  level  with  vulgar 
minds,  becaufe  they  are  not  able  to  raife  their 
thoughts  to  an  equality  with  his  f  when  I  fpeak  of 
a  fage,  laid  he,  1  mean  that  kind  of  man  to  whom 
alone  the  title  of  phi'lofopher  properly  belongs.  He 
has  no  fort  of  tie  to  the  world*  he  fees  all  things  die 
and  revive  without  concern  ;  he  has  more  riches  in 
his  power,  than  the  greateil  of  kings*  but  he  tram¬ 
ples  them  under  his  feet,  and  this  generous  con¬ 
tempt,  fets  him  even  in  the  midit  of  indigence,  a- 
bove  the  power  of  even  is. 

4 

Here  I  (lop’d  him.  With  ail  thefe  fine  maxims 
laid  I,  the  fage  dies,  as  well  as  other  people.  What 
imports  it  therefore  to  me,  to  have  been  either  a 
fool*  or  a  philolbpher,  if  wifdom  hath  no  preroga¬ 
tive 
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live  over  folly,  and  one  is  no  more  a  fhield  againft 
death  than  the  other?  alas!  faid  he,  I  perceive  you 
are  abiblutely  unacquainted  with  fublime  fcience,  and 
have  never  known  true  philofophy.  Learn  from 
me  my  friend,  fuch  a  one  as  I  have  defcribed  dies 
indeed,  for  death  is  a  debt  which  nature  exads  and 
from  which  therefore  no  man  can  be  exempt*,  yet 
he  dies  not  before  the  utmoft  timefhdd  by  his  great 
creator.  But  then  you  mud  obferve,  that  this  pe¬ 
riod  approaches  near  a  thoufand  years*  and  to  the 
extent  of  that  time  a  fage  may  live.  He  arrives  as 
this,  through  the  knowlege  he  has  of  the  true  me¬ 
dicine.  By  this  means,  he  is  able  to  ward  off  what¬ 
ever  may  impeach,  or  hinder  the  animal  functions, 
or  dedroy  the  temperature  of  his  nature.  By  that, 
he  is  enabled  to  acquire  the  knowlege  of  whatever 
God  has  left  within  the  cognizance  of  man.  The 
fird  man  knew  them  by  his  reafon  ;  but  it  was  this 
fame  reafon  that  blotted  them  again  from  his  mind  § 
for  having  attained  to  this  kind  of  natural  knowlege, 
he  began  to  mingle  therewith  his  own  notions  and 
ideas.  By  this  confufion,  which  was  the  effects  of 
a  foolifh  curiofity,  he  rendered  imperfect  even  the 
work  of  his  creator,  and  this  error  it  is,  that  the 
fage  labours  to  redrefs.  The  red  of  animals  ad  on¬ 
ly  by  their  indincl,  by  which  they  preferve  them- 
j'eives,  as  at  their  fird  inditution*  and  live  as  Ions 
now,  as  when  the  world  fird  began.  Man  is  yet  a 
great  deal  more  per  fed ;  but,  has  he  dill  preserved 
that  prerogative  we  mentioned,  or  has  he  not  lod 


1 92  Hermippus  Redivivus*  or7 

■  i  '  .  /  •  (  •  \ 

long  ago  the  glorious  privilege  of  living  a  thoufand 
years,  which  with  fo  much  care  he  fhould  have  ftu- 
died  to  preferve  ?  this  then  it  is,  that  the  true  fages 
have  retrieved,  and  that  you  may  no  more  be  led 
into  midakes  \  let  me  affure  you,  that  this  is  what 
they  call  the  philofopher’s  done,  which  is  not  a  chi¬ 
merical  fcience,  as  fome  half  read  people  fancy,  but 
a  thing  folid  and  found.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
certainly  known,  but  to  a  few,  and  indeed  it  is  im- 
poffible  it  fhould  be  made  known  to  molt  part  of 
mankind,  whom  avarice  or  debauch  deflroy,  of 
whom  an  impetuous  defire  of  life  kills. 

«  \  i  *  ' 

Surprized  at  all  1  heard  :  And  would  you  then 
perfuade  me,  faid  I,  that  all  who  have  pofTtfTed  the 

philofopher’s  done,  have  likewife  lived  a  thoufand 

1 

years?  without  doubt,  returned  he  gravely,  for  when¬ 
ever  God  has  been  pleafed  to  favour  any  mortal  with 
that  bleding,  it  depends  entirely  on  himfelf  to  reach 
the  age  of  a  thoufand  years,  as  in  his  date  of  inno¬ 
cence  the  firft  man  might  have  done.  I  told  him, 
that  there  had  been  in  our  country,  fome  of  thofe 
happy  mortals  that  were  faid  to  have  pofiefled  this 
life-giving  done,  and  yet  had  never  extended  their 
days  to  fuch  a  length  as  to  go  with  that  decrepidnefs, 
that  mud  attend  fuch  an  excefiive  age,  into  ano¬ 
ther  date.  But,  continued  he,  don’t  you  know  that 
the  appellation  of  a  philofopher,  is  much  prodi tu- 
ted  ;  let  me  tell  you  once  again,  there  is  none  pro¬ 
perly  fuch,  but  thofe  who  live  to  the  age  I  have  men¬ 
tioned. 
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tbned.  At  lad,  I  took  the  liberty  to  mention  the 
illudrious  Flamel ,  who,  I  laid,  had  poffeded  the 
philofopher’s  (lone,  but  was  dead  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  for  all  that.  At  the  mention  of  his  name, 
he  fmiled  at  my  funplicity.  As  I  had  by  this  time 
begun  to  yield  fome  degree  of  credit  to  his  difcourfe, 
I  was  furprized  he  fhould  make  a  doubt  of  what  I 
advanced,  upon  this  head  ;  the  Dervife  obferved  this, 
and  could  not  help  faying  with  an  air  of  mirth,  and 
do  you  really  think  the  thing  fo?  do  you  adlually 
believe  Flamel  is  dead  ?  no,  no,  my  friend,  conti¬ 
nued  he,  don’t  deceive  yourfelf,  Flamel  is  living  dill, 
neither  he  nor  his  wife  are  yet  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  dead.  It  is  not  above  three  years  ago  fi nee  I 
left  both  the  one  qnd  the  other  in  the  Indies ,  and  he 
is,  faid  he,  one  of  my  bell  friends;  upon  which;  he 
was  going  to  tell  me,  how  their  acquaintance  grew, 
but  (topping  himfelf  fhort  of  a  Hidden,  that,  faid 
he,  is  little  to  the  purpofe,  I  will  rather  give  you 
his  true  hido.ry,  with  refpeed  to  which,  in  your 
country,  I  dare  fay,  you  are  not  very  well  ac¬ 
quainted. 

We  fages,  continued  he,  though  rare  in  the  world; 
yet  are  of  all  fedls  and  profefllons,  neither 
is  there  any  great  inequality  amongft  us  on  that 
account.  A  little  before  the  time  of  Flamel ,  there 
was  a  Jew  of  our  fraternity ;  but  as  through  his 
whole  life  he  had  a  mod  ardent  affedion  for  his  fa¬ 
mily,  he  could  not  help  defiring  to  fee  them  after 
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he  once  came  ro  the  knowledge  of  their  being  fet¬ 
tled  in  France .  We  forefaw  the  danger  of  the  thing, 
and  did  all  that  in  us  lay,  to  divert  him  from  this 
journey,  in  which  we  often  fucceeded.  At  lad, 
however,  the  paffion  of  feeing  his  family  grew  fo 
ftrong  upon  him,  that  go  he  would  ;  but  at  the 
time  of  his  departure,  he  made  us  a  folemn  promife 
to  return  to  us  as  foon  as  it  was  poffible.  In  a  word, 
he  arrived  at  Paris ,  which  was,  as  it  is  now,  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom,  and  found  there,  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  defendants  in  the  higheft  efteem  among 
the  Jews .  Amongfi:  others,  there  was  a  Rabbi , 
who  had  a  genius  for  the  true  philofophy,  and  who 
had  been  long  in  fearch  of  the  great  fecret.  Our 
friend  did  not  hefitate  at  making  himfelf  known  to 
his  relation,  on  the  contrary,  he  entered  into  a  ftriCt 
friendship  with  him,  and  gave  him  abundance  of 
lights.  But  as  the  firfc  matteY  is  a  long  time  prepa¬ 
ring,  he  contented  himfelf  with  putting  into  wri¬ 
ting,  the  whole  feries  of  the  procefs,  and  to  con¬ 
vince  his  nephew  that  he  had  not  amufed  him  with 
falfhoodsi  he  made  projection  in  his  prefence  on 
thirty  oCques  (an  ocque  is  three  pounds)  of  bafe  metal, 
and  turned  it  into  pure  gold.  The  Rabbi  full  of  ad¬ 
miration,  did  all  he  could  to  perluade  our  brother 
to  remain  with  him,  but  in  vain  ;  becaufe  he,  on  the 
other  hand,  wasrefolved  not  to  break  his  word  with  us. 
The  Jew  when  he  found  this,  changed  his  affection 
into  mortal  hatred,  and  his  avarice  Hiding  all  prin¬ 
ciples  of  nature  and  religion,  he  relolved  to  extin- 
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guifh  one  of  the  lights  of  the  univerfe.  Diffembling, 
however,  his  black  defign*  he  befought  the  fage  In 
the  tendered  manner*  to  remain  with  him  only  for 
a  few  days.  During  this  fpace*  he  plotted  and  ex** 
ecated  his  execrable  purpofe*  of  murdering  our  bro¬ 
ther,  and  made  himfelf  maftef  of  his  medicine* 
Such  horrible  actions  never  remain  long  unpunifhed. 
Some  other  black  things  he  had  done,  came  to  light, 
for  which  the  Jew  was  thrown  into  prifon,  convic¬ 
ted,  and  burnt  alive. 

The  Jews  fell  fodn  aftef  tinder  a  perfecution  at 
Paris>  as  without  doubt  you  have  heard.  Flame! > 
more  reafonable  than  the  reft  of  his  countrymen,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  ftridt  friendfhip  with  fome  of  them  5 
and  as  his  great  honefty*  and  unblemifhed  probity 
were  well  known,  a  Jew  merchant  entrufted  him 
with  all  his  books  and  papers,  among  which  were 
thofe  of  the  Jew  which  had  been  burnt,  and  the 
book  that  our  brother  had  left  with  hiril.  The  mer¬ 
chant  taken  up  no  doubt  with  his  own  affairs,  and 
with  the  care  of  his  trade,  had  never  confidered  this 
Valuable  piece  with  any  attention  ;  but  Flamely  whofe 
curiofity  led  him  to  examine  it  more  clofely,  per¬ 
ceiving  feveral  pidtures  of  furnaces  and  alembics* 
and  other  veffels*  he  began  immediately  to  appre¬ 
hend,  that  in  this  book  was  contained  the  grand  fe- 
cret.  He  got  the  firft  leaf  of  the  book,  which  was 
in  Hebrew ,  tranflated*  and  with  the  little  he  met  with 
therein*  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion  5  but  know- 
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ing  that  the  affair  required  prudence  and  circuit!* 
fpedtion,  he  took,  in  order  to  avoid  all  difcovery^ 
the  following  fteps.  Fie  went  into  Spain ,  and  as 
Jews  were  every  where  fettled  throughout  that 
country,  in  every  place  that  he  came  to,  he  appli¬ 
ed  himfelf  to  the  mod  learned,  engaging  each  of 
them  to  t  ran  Hate  a  page  of  his  book  •,  having  thus 
obtained  an  entire  verfion,  he  fet  out  again  for  Pa¬ 
ris.  Fie  brought  back  with  him  a  faithful  friend  of 
his,  to  labour  with  him  in  the  work,  and  with  whom 
he  intended  to  (hare  the  fecret  *,  but  a  raging  fever 
carried  him  off,  and  deprived  Flame! of  his  affociate5. 
When  therefore  he  came  home,  he  and  his  wife  en¬ 
tered  together  upon  the  work,  and  arriving  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time  at  the  fecret,  acquired  irnmenfe  riches, 
which  they  employed  in  building  public  edifices, 
and  doing  good  to  a  multitude  of  people. 

f  , 

s  The  render  will  eafily  perceive,  that  there  are  Tome  varia¬ 
tions  in  tills  hiftory  from  that  which  we  have  before  given  of 
Flaniel ;  but  this  only  fhews,  that  we  have  not  done  any  thing 
jto  countenance  this  tale,  or  to  give  it  that  air  of  probability, 
which  in  truth  it  wants,  and  after  all,  the  difference  between 
.  thefe  accounts,  is  very  far  from  being  fo  great,  as  to  deftroy  the' 
Credit  of  either  of  them.  For  it  is  very  probable,  that  Lucas's 
memory  might  betray  him,  and  that  he  might  refrelh  it  on  his 
return  into  France ,  from  the  Common  flory  of  Flame!,  with  which 
his  agrees.  The  principal  reafon  of  my  citing  it,  was,  his  con- 
clufion,  which  I  particularly  recommend  to  the  reader’s  confide- 
ration  ;  fmce,  if  Flame  F s  flory  be  known  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
world,  with  fuch  a  degree  of  exa&nefs,  it  is  little  lefs  wonderful 
than  the  reft  of  the  fiery  in  all  its  circumftances. 
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Fame  is  frequently  a  very  dangerous  evil ;  but  a 
true  fage  knows  how  to  extricate  himfelf  from  all 
kinds  of  peril.  Flame!  faw  plainly,  that  the  pre¬ 
vailing  notion  of  his  having  the  philofopher’s  ftone 
might  be  fatal,  both  to  his  liberty  and  life ;  he 
therefore  bent  all  his  thoughts  to  the  contriving 
lbme  method  for  extricating  himfelf  out  of  this  dan¬ 
ger,  and  having  at  laft  ft  ruck  out  one,  he  took  care 
to  execute  it  immediately,  and  found  means  to  fe- 
cure  their  flight,  by  fpreading  a  report  of  his  wife’s 
death,  and  his  own.  By  his  advice,  fhe  feigned 
herfelf  Tick  of  a  diftemper,  which  had  its  ufuai 
courfe,  fo  that  by  the  time  fhe  was  fa-id  to  die,  fhe 
had  reached  the  frontiers  of  Swijferland ,  where  he 
had  directed  her  to  wait  for  him.  They  buried  in 
her  (lead  a  wooden  image,  drefs’d  up,  and  that  no-, 
thing  might  be  wanting  to  the  ceremonial,  it  was 

a  t- 

interred  in  one  of  the  churches  that  they  had  found- 
ed.  Some  time  after,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  like 
ftratagem  for  his  own  fecurity,  and  having  buried 
another  wooden  image,  he  by  that  time  the  funeral 
was  over,  joined  his  wife.  You  will  eafily  perceive, 
that  there  was  no  great  difficulty  in  all  this,  fince 
in  every  country  if  a  man  has  money,  phyfidans 
and  priefts  are  always  at  his  fervice,  ready  to  fay, 
or  do  whatever  he  di-redb  them.  To  give  the  thing 
ftiil  the  better  grace,  and  to  prevent  the  lead  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  cheat.  Flame!  made  his  laft  will  and  teft 
lament  in  form,  wherein  he  particularly  defired  that 

N  3  his. 
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Iiis  corps  might  be  interr’d  near  that  of  his  dear 
wife,  and  that  a  pyramid  fhould  be  erected  to  their 
memories.  Since  that  time,  both  of  them  have  led 
a  philofophic  life,  fometimes  in  one  country,  fame- 
times  in  another.  This,  depend  upon  it,  is  the 
true  hiftory  of  Flamel  and  his  wife,  and  not  that 
which  you  have  heard  at  Paris,  where  there  are  ve¬ 
ry  few  who  have  ever  had  the  lead  glympfe  of  true 
wifdom. 

*  \ 

This  dory  appeared  to  me  what  I  think  it  mud 
appear  to  every  one,  equally  fingular  and  drange, 
and  the  more  fo,  as  it  was  told  me  by  a  Mohammedan % 
who  I  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe 
never  fat  one  foot  in  France .  As  to  the  red,  I  re¬ 
port  this  matter  purely  as  an  hiftorlan,  and  I  have 
even  pafied  by  abundance  of  circumdances  more  re¬ 
markable  than  any  I  have  related  ;  the  truth  of 
which  however,  he  affirmed.  I  ffiall  content  my- 
felf  therefore,  with  faying,  that  we  are  apt  to  enters 
tain  too  mean  notions  of  the  learning  of  the  Moham¬ 
medans ,  for  certainly  this  man  was  a  perfon  in  all 
refpedts  of  extenfive  know  lege,  and  a  fuperior  ge¬ 
nius*^ 

The  furprize  exprefTed  by  our  author  at  the 
knowlege  of  thefe  people  in  the  hermetic  fcience, 
appears  to  be  ill  founded  ;  for  there  is  no  doubt, 
that'itis  as  well,  and  as  generally  underdood  through- 

1  Voyaged  Lucas,  tom.  i.p.  79— *90. 
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out  the  Eajl,  as  it  is  here.  Indeed,  why  fhould  it 
not,  fince  it  is  on  all  hands  allowed,  that  the  fages 
of  Europe  received  it  from  the  Arabs,  who  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  that,  as  they  are  faid  to  have  ob¬ 
tained  all  their  other  learning  from  the  Greeks .  It 
is  commonly  believed,  that  Geber ,  who  in  the  title 
of  his  works  is  called  an  Arabian  king,  was  the  firft 
of  their  writers,  and  he  is  faid  to  have  lived  about 
the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century.  But  I  have  met 
with  another  account  of  this,  which  is,  that  Geber  was 
a  native  of  the  province  of  Chorafan ,  and  that  inflead 
of  receiving  his  knowledge  in  this  fcience  from  the 
Greeks ,  he  had  it  from  the  antient Perfees,  whofe  priefts 
and  learned  men,  derived  it  from  the  writings  of  their 
law-giver  Zerdufht ,  who  was  the  Zoroafier  of  the 
Greeks ,  and  was  the  father  and  founder  of  the  Ma¬ 
gi ,  thofe  antient  fages,  who  are  allowed  by  all  the 
Writers  of  antiquity,  to  have  been  thoroughly  ver~ 
fed  in  all  the  occult  fciences.  I  mention  this,  be- 
caufe  it  feems  to  give  an  eafier  and  better  account, 
than  any  we  have  yet  received  of  the  means  by 
which  the  hermetic  fcience  became  diffufed  all  over 
the  Eaft ,  where,  without  doubt,  there  have  been, 
and  are  many  profeflors  of  it,  even  in  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  Indies ,  as  well  as  amongft  the  Tartars, 
(no  unletter’d  nation)  fubjedts  to  the  grand  Lama , 

who,  by  the  way,  pretends  to  be  immortal*. 

\  In 


u  This  notion  of  our  author,  (hews  plainly,  that  he  had  made 
|he  hiftory  of  philofophy  very  much  his  ftudy,  iincc  notwith- 

N  4  (landing 


zoo  Her'mippus  Redivivus;  or3 

In  China  again,  the  hermetic  fcience  has  flour i (li¬ 
ed  many  ages,  and  if  we  will  believe  the  Jefuit 
Martini ,  was  known  and  prabiifed  two  thoufand 
years  before  the  chriftian  IE ra.  However,  allow¬ 
ing  this  to  be  a  miftake,  and  that  the  Jefuits  have 
either  been  irqpofed  upon  themfelves,  or  willing  to 
impede,  upon  others  in  reporting  fuch  a  ftory  as  this, 
yet  there  are. two  things  abfolutely  certain  *,  the  fir  ft, 
that  they  are  great  pretenders  to  this  fcience  in  all 


{landing  the  novelty  of  his  opinion  in  this  refpedt,  it  has  very 
much  the  appearance  of  truth.  The  very  learned  Herbeloty  to 
whom  we  are  fo  much  indebted  for  his  oriental  library,  tells  us, 
that  Geber ,  who  is  ftiled  Giabar  by  all  the  EaJiern  nations,  was 
thought  to  be  a  native  of  Haran ,  from  whence  himfelf,  or  his 
fon,  was  furnamed  al  Harrani ;  that  his  father’s  name  was  Se¬ 
van  >  and  that  he  was  fuppofed  to  receive  his  knowledge  from  the 
Zabians ,  who  were  a  fedi  fo  early  as  in  the  time  of  Abraham. 
But  if  we  reflect  upon  the  time  in  which  he  flourilhed,  and  the 
authorities  there  are  to  prove  him  a  native  of  Chorafan ,  we  fhail 
fee  good  reafon  to  prefer  our  author’s  fentiment,  or  rather,  we 
{hall  difcern  its  conMehcy  with  the  former  opinion  ;  for  in  the 
Eaj,  many  conceived  Zerdujht  and  Abraham  to  be  the  fame  per- 
fon  j  but  this  is  certainly  an  error,  arifmg  from  hence,  that  Zer¬ 
dujht ,  in  his  own  books,  profeffes  to  teach  the  religion  of  Abra¬ 
ham  \  fo  that  upon  the  whole,  Giabar  having  his  philofophy 
from  the  difciples  of  Zerdujht ,  may  probably  make  honourable 
mention  of  Abraham ,  in  fome  of  thofe  many  treatifes  of  his  that 
are  common  in  the  Eaft,  though  not  known  to  us,  and  from 
thence  the  opinion  might  arife  of  his  being  the  countryman  of 
Abraham ,  and  of  the  fed  of  the  Zabians ,  whom  almoll  all  the 
Eaflsrn  writers  confound  with  the  Magi. 

parts 
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parts  of  China  ;  the  fecorid,  that  they  had  thefe  no¬ 
tions  long  before  they  had  any  correfpondence  with 
the  Europeans.  Now,  I  think  it 'is  very  hard  to 
conceive,  that  they  fhould  derive  this  fort  of  know- 
iege  from  the  Arabians ,  or  from  the  Greeks ,  but 
that  they  might  eafily  have  it  from  the  difciples  of 
Zerdujht ,  upon  the  difperfion  of  the  Perfees ,  is  not 
at  all  incredible,  or  improbable;  for  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  a  great  part  of  thefe  unfortunate  peo¬ 
ple  retired  into  India,  at  a  time,  when,  if  we  may 
credit  the  Chinefe  hiftorians,  they  were  in  poffeOlQii- 
of  a  great  part  of  that  country,  of  which  fome  mono- 
monts  ftill  remain.  Neither  is  it  at  all  unlikely, 
that  fome  of  thefe  people  might  ny  as  far  as  China 
itfelf,  and  either  way,  the  literati  of  China ,  might 
receive  thefe  notions  from  themx.  This  is  a  matter 
which  I  think  has  not  been  hitherto  confidered,  or 


x  It  is  a  little  furprizing  at  fir  ft  fight,  to  find  men  of  great 
learning,  make  ufe  of  the  fame  argument  to  prove  fentiments 
diredtly  oppofite  to  each  other.  A  very  learned  writer  in  France , 
infers. from  the  prevalence  of  chemiftry  in  China ,  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  that  empire  mud  have  received  mode  of  their  learning 
later  than  is  generally  imagined,  becaufe  we  know  of  no  books 
of  chemiftry  in  Europe  earlier  than  the  third  century.  Our  au¬ 
thor,  oon  the  contrary,  thinks,  the  prevalence  of  chemiftry  among 
the  Chinefe. ,  is  a  proof  of  the  antiquity  of  their  knowlege,  and 
from  thence  attempts  to  account  for  it.  As  to  the  matter  of 
fa<?t,  they  agree,  and  indeed,  there  is  nothing  more  indifputable 
than  that  the  hermetic  philofophy  prevails  more  in  China ,  and 
in  the  Indies,  than  even  in  Germany  itfelf,  where  a  man  is  hard¬ 
ly  thought  learned  who  has  not  a  tindlure  of  this  fcience. 

explained. 
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explained,  and  therefore,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  commit  thefe  remarks  to  writing,  in  hopes  of  gi¬ 
ving  thofe  who  are  better  acquainted  with  this  fob- 
jedt  than  I  pretend  to  be,  an  opportunity  of  fetting 
the  grounds  of  them  in  a  clearer  light,  either  by  refu¬ 
ting  what  I  have  advanced,  and  (hewing  how  this  kind 
of  learning  came  otherwife  into  China ,  or  by  purfoing 
this  enquiry,  and  fopporting  it  by  better  authorities 
than  I  have  met  with,  tho*  lome  I  could  mention,  if  I 
did  not  apprehend  it  would  lead  me  too  far  out  of 
my  way. 

But  however,  I  (hall  very  readily  allow,  that 
whatever  knowledge  the  Jurks  at  prefent  have  of  the 
hermetic  fcience,  they  mu  ft  have  had  it,  as  they 
had  all  the  reft  of  their  learning,  from  the  Arabs  \ 
and  indeed  it  is  very  certain  that  as  the  former  tranf- 
lated  into  their  own  language,  the  beft  authors  they 
could  meet  with  in  the  libraries  of  all  the  countries 
which  they  had  conquered,  fo  the  jT urks ,  fince  they 
began  to  affedl  learning,  more  efpecially  fince  the 
reign  of  Mahomet  II.  have  tranfiated  the  beft  books 
out  of  the  Arabick ,  upon  this,  as  well  as  all  other 
fciences  into  tfurkifo ,  and  amongft  them  not  a  few 
relating  to  this  fcience.  Yet  it  ought  to  be  known, 
that  though  the  hermetic  philofophy  was  in  great 
credit  among  the  Arabians ,  as  well  as  very  much  im¬ 
proved  by  them  ;  this  did  not  hinder  forrie  of  the  moil 
learned  men  amongft  them,  from  treating  all  notions 

of 
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Qf  f-w  Kind  both  with  refentment  and  contempt. 
It  was  the  4-dvice  of  Abou  Joufepb  upon  his  death 
bed  to  his  children,  <c  apply  yourfelves  to  every  kind 
u  of  learning  to  which  you  have  an  inclination,  for 
“  your  time  cannot  be  better  employed,  fince  every 
fC  fort  of  fcience  is  in  fome  part  of  life,  or  other 
of  ufe,  except  thefe  three  ;  Aftrologyy  Alchemy , 
&c  and  Controvexfy .  AJlrology  ferves  only  to  increafe 
“  the  miferies  of  life,  by  adding  innumerable  falfe 
“  fears  to  that  multitude  of  apprehenfions,  which 
*c  are  but  too  well  grounded,  in  the  fenfe,  that  reafon 
ic  affords  of  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune.  Alchemy 
ct  leads  to  beggary  by  promifing  riches,  we  flatter 
“  ourfeives  that  we  are  going  to  a  palace,  and  in 
“  reality,  we  are  in  the  high  way  to  an  hofpitafl 
Induflry  is  the  philofopher*s  ftone,  provided  it  be 
accompanied  with  the  fear  of  God.  Contrc<yerjy% 
<c  is  the  warfare  of  idle  men,  we  doubt  and  dilpute 
46  till  we  believe  nothing,  and  by  a  foolifh  eagernefs 
“  to  fearch  out  the  fublimefl  truths  of  religion,  we 
<c  lofe  religion  itfelf,  and  travel  all  our  lives  with- 
“  out  ever  coming  to  our  journey*s  end.  Ber 
ware  then  of  thefe  falfe  fciences  my  children,  and 
46  fludy  what  eife  you  will.”  Jt  is  a  cuftom  of 
the  grand  figniors  never  to  build  a  mofque,  or  eredl 
a  tomb,  without  adding  a  college  in  the  fame  place, 
in  which  a  certain  number  of  Dervifes,  or  Monks  are 
maintained,  and  thefe  frequently  fludy  the  moft  cu¬ 
rious  parts  of  learning,  and  the  occult  fciences  more 
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efpeciallyy  ,  fo  that  our  author  had  no  grou^  fof 
his  furprize,  that  thefe  fciences  fhould  be  underflood 
amongft  the  Mahomedans ,  but  he  might  very  well 
be  amazed  .at  their  having  any  knowledge  of  the 
progrefs  of  thofe  fciences  in  Europe ,  or  of  the  names 
of  their  profefibrs,  fince  this  was  of  all  others  the 
thing,  he  had  the  leail  reafon  to  expect  for  in  no 
fort  of  learning  are  the  Turks  fo  ignorant,  as  in  that 

which 

r;  . 5  ,  >  it  i  :.-U  .  ’  .  ;  .  '  ' ' 
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y  Jn  confirmation  of  what  our  author  has  advanced,  I  will  cite 
a  paflage  from  Sir  Paul  RycauPs  State  of  the  Rurkijb  Empire* 
■**  The  Efchraki,  fays  he,  which  fignifies  illuminated ,  is  a  fed 

44  purely  platonical ,  contemplative  of  the  divine  idea,  and  the 
£{  number  ip  god ;  for  tho’  they  hold  the  unity,  yet  they  deny 

45  not  the  trinity  as  a  number  proceeding  from  the  unity;  which 
“  conception  of  theirs,  they  ufually  illuftrate  by  three  folds  in  a 
44  handkerchief,  which  may  have  the'  denomination  of  three, 
44  but  being  extended,  is  but  one  piece  of  linnen.  Thefe  men 
44  are  no  great  admirers  of  the  compofition  of  the  Alchoran . 

44  What  they  meet  therein  agreeable  to  their  principles,  they 
44  embrace  and  produce  as  occafion  ferves  in  confirmation  of  their 
4‘  doctrine  j  other  parts,  which  with  much  difficulty  are  recon- 
44  ciled  to  thofe  principles,  they  reject,  and  fiile  abrogated,  and 
44  becaufe  they  apprehend,  that  the  true  beatitude  and  blifs  of 

paradiie  cordifls  in  tne  contemplation  of  the  divine  majefty, 
they  contemn  all  tne  voluptuous  fancies  and  grofs  conceptions 
44  of  heaven,  wbic ^Mahomet  hath  framed,  to  allure  and  draw 
44  the  minds  of  rude  and  grofs  men.  Of  this  fed  are  all  the. 

“  Scheghs ,  or  able  preachers,  that  belong  to  the  roval  mofques, 
or  churches,  who  are  men  confiant  in  their  devotions,  abilemious 
in  their  diet,  of  a  chearful  countenance  and  taking  behaviour, 

4  ET&t  lovers  or  harmony  and  mufic,  of  an  indifferent  lira  in  in 

poetry 
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which  concerns  the  hiftory  of  the  weftern  nations ; 
the  reafon  of  which  is,  that  their  knowledge  like  that 
of  the  Arabians ,  is  entirely  the  fruit  of  their  con- 
quefts,  and  confequently,  the  limits  are  the  fame. 
But  with  refpedl  to  fpeculative  fcience,  the  principles 
of  which  they  have  in  their  own  language  ;  their 
ecclefiafticks,  and  more  efpecially  their  Dcrvifes, 
carry  it  to  a  great  height,  and  there  are  amorigft 
them  as  great  metaphyficians,  as  any  of  the  difciples 
of  Malbranche ,  Leibnitz ,  or  JVollf. \  whatever  vulgar 
notions  may  teach  to  the  contrary. 


poetry,  whereby  they  compofe  certain  fongs  in  metre,  for  enter- 
te  tainment  of  their  auditory.  They  are  likewife  generous,  and 
14  compaffionate  of  human  frailty,  and  are  not  covetous,  Jloica! 
44  or  conceited  of  themfelves,  by  which  means  their  behaviour 
is  rendred  extreamly  agreeable,  thro’  all  C  onfi  ant  inop  !e.  They 
44  are  greatly  delighted  with  an  ingenious  afpefl  in  youth,  and 
“  from  thence  gather  matter  of  contemplation  on  the  cornel  i- 
e<  nefs  of  the  increated  beauty  :  they  are  addi&ed  to  entertain  a 
41  charitable  affeclion  for  their  neighbour,  becaufe,  as  they  fay, 
44  he  is  a  creature  of  god,  from  whom  our  love  is  converted  to 
44  the  creator.  Their  difciples,  they  procure,  as  much  as  poffi- 
46  ble,  to  be  men  of  comely  and  pleafing  countenances,  and  ma- 
et  jeftic  prefence,  whom  they  inftruhl  in  all  the  rules  of  abfti- 
“  nence,  gravity  and  other  virtues,  mod  appropriated  to  their 
“  fe£t.  And  thefe,  of  all  forts  of  Turks ,  feem  worthy  of  the 
“  belt  character,  whom  I  compaffionate,  for  not  being  born  in 
<*  the  pale  of  a  chriftian  church,  nor  duly  intruded  in  the  myf- 
teries  of  chriftianity,  to  which  they  feem  by  their  morality 
H  and  vertues,  already  to  have  many  previous  difpohtions.” 


ao6  Hermippus  REbivivus;  tr^ 


We  have  now  done  with  the  hiftory  of  Flamek 
and  if  the  reader  has  a  mind  to  know  how  I  bring 
it  to  have  any  connexion  with  my  fubjed,  I  fhall 
inform  hifii,  in  a  very  few  words.  According  to 
my  fentiments,  which  are  in  part  founded  upon  the 
writings  of  Flamel  himfelf,  the  firft  matter  of  the 
univerfal  medicine*  the  philofopherss  ftone,  or  the 
grand  fecret  of  the  hermetic  philofophers,  is  taken 
from  the  air ;  and  from  forfte  of  their  writings  I  have 
gathered,  that  they  were  not  altogether  unacquainted 
with  the  fecret  of  Hermippus  ;  fo  that  if  this  infcrip- 
tion  had  fallen  into  their  hand*  I  make  no  queftion 
but  they  would  have  pronounced  him  an  adept,  and 
have  fupported  this  decifion  of  their*s,  by  giving  us 
an  account  in  their  manner*  of  his  method  of  per¬ 
forming  it  z*  This  account  fo  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  colled  it,  the  reader  fhall  receive  in  the  cleaN 
efl  terms,  for  I  pretend  not  to  adopt  their  manner 
of  writing,  or  to  hide  in  ambiguous  allegories,  fo 
ufeful  a  truth. 

>  i 
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2  This  difcovery  will  be  pretty  evident  to  any  reader  who  con* 
{bits  the  fourth,  ninth,  and  twelfth  pages  of  a  treatife  at  the  end 
of  Mangetus' &  Bibliotheca  Chemica,  which  piece  is  entitled,  Mu¬ 
ir  us  Liber,  in  quo  tamen  tota  philofophia  hermetica,  figurishie- 
roglyphicis  depingitur  ter  optimo  maximo  deo  mifericordi  confe- 
cratus,  folifque  filiis  artis  dedicatus,  authere  cuius  nomen  eft 
Altus. 
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In  fome  books,  written  by  thefe  fort  of  philofo- 
phers,  I  have  met  with  various  experiments  for  ap¬ 
plying  the  falubrious  particles  of  the  human  breath 
to  medicinal  purpofesj  and  amongft  thefe,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  feems  to  be  that  which  bell  deferves  notice, 
as  it  fhews  a  wonderful  ingenuity,  and  is  I  believe, 
the  fmgle  attempt  that  was  ever  made  to  extra 0:  the 
tinctures  of  living  animals,  in  order  to  make  them 
enter  like  ether  tindtures,  into  all  the  ufes  of  phyfic. 
64  Let  there  be,  fays  my  author,  a  fmall  clofe  room, 
S  prepared,  and  let  there  be  fet  up  in  it,  five  little 
44  beds,  each  for  a  fingle  perfon.  In  thefe  beds, 
44  let  there  lie  five  virgins  under  the  age  of  thirteen, 
44  and  of  wholefome  confti  unions.  Then  in  the 
44  fpring  of  the  year,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
44  the  month  of  May,  let  there  be  a  hole  pierced 
44  through  the  wall  of  the  chamber,  through  which, 
44  let  there  be  inferted  the  neck  of  a  matrafs,  the 
44  body  of  the  glafs  being  expofed  to  the  cold  air 
44  without.  It  is  eafy  to  apprehend,  that  when  the 
«4  room  is  filled  with  the  breath  and  matter  perfpired 
44  by  thefe  virgins,  the  vapours  will  continually  pals 
44  through  the  neck  of  the  matrafs  into  the  body  of 
“  the  veficl,  where  through  the  coldnefs  of  the  cir- 
44  cumambient  air  they  will  be  condenfed  into  a  clear 
44  water,  which  is  a  tindlure  of  admirable  efficacy, 
44  and  may  be  juftly  ftiled  an  Elixir  vita,  fince  a  few 
44  drops  of  it,  given  in  the  beginning  of  any  acute 
44  diftemper,  refolves  and  difperfes  the  morbific 

44  matter. 
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<c  matter,  fo  as  to  enable  the  animal  force  to  throw 

it  off* by  infenfible  perfpiration  V* 

There  is  in  this  critical  age,  fo  ftrong  a  fpirit  e:f 
cenfure  abroad,  that  I  make  no  queftion,  that  this 
prefcription  will  be  treated  by  many  with  a  degree 
oi  ridicule,  as  a  thing  abfolutely  impradicable  in  it- 
felf,  and  of  no  confiderable  efficacy,  if  it  was  practi¬ 
cable  ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  how  fuccefs- 
ful  foever  our  modern  phyficians  may  be,  in  the  cure 
of  fome  acute  diftempers,  which  at  the  bottom  per¬ 
haps,  may  be  no  better  than  removing  fymptoms; 
yet  they  are  not  over  famous  in  difcovering  and 
carrying  off  the  caufes  of  diftempers,  more  efpecially 
fuch  as  have  been  of  a  long  continuance,  and  may 
be  luppofed  to  have  produced  confiderable  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  human  body.  Now  as  thefe  are  general¬ 
ly  occaftoned  by  the  flow,  but  conftant  operation  of 
external  caufes,  fo  the  moft  rational  way  of  deliver¬ 
ing  fuch  as  labour  under  them,  is  by  prefcribing  the 
conftant  ufe  of  fome  potent  remedyb,  and  why  this 


remedy 
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1^58.  See  alfo  Lana  :  de  mot.  tranfpirat.  lib.  ii.  cap.  3.  artic. 
ii.  p.  73.  74. 

b  This  charge  of  combating  fymptoms,  rather  than  the  difeafe 
has  been  long  ago  brought  againfl:  phyficians;  but  we  ought  to 
confider,  whether  in  fadt  this  ought  not  to  be  rather  efteemed  a 
misfortune,  than  a  crime  ;  fmce  generally  fpeaking  it  is  in  reality 
©wing  to  the  impatience  of  thefe  who  are  troubled  with  difeafeS. 

Now 
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remedy  may  not  be  taken  from  the  human  body  it- 
felf  1  cannot  fee.  The  fpirit  of  human  blood,  tho* 
difguifed  under  other  names,  is  ftill  given  with  great 
fuccefs,  by  fome  eminent  phyficians,  though  it  is 
far  from  being  in  the  credit  now,  in  which  it  was 
Formerly  5  and  I  believe  for  no  other  reafon,  but  be- 
caufe  it  was  often  adulterated.  That  great  Enghjh 
philofopher,  Mr.  Boyle ,  had  this  medicine  in  much 
efteem,  and  with  very  good  reafon  5  fince  he  gives 
us  feveral  inftances  of  very  great  cures  performed  by 
it,  when  adminiftred  by  himfelf,  or  by  his  direc¬ 
tions  5  out  of  many  1  will  produce  two  y.  45  I  am 

O  the 


■  ,» 

Now  in  refpedt  to  them,  thefe  iymptoms  are  the  moil;  grievous 

parts  of  the  difeafe,  and  therefore  to  convince  them  of  his  abili¬ 
ties,  a  phyfician  mail;  begin  his  cure  by'  removing  thefe,  and 
when  this  is  done,  ten  to  one  but  his  patient  thinks  himfelf  cur¬ 
ed,  and  looks  upon  every  fucceeding  viiit,  as  a  needkfs  enhanc¬ 
ing  the  expence.  In  Ihort,  of  all  the  learned  profeffions,  that  of 
phyfick  is  attended  with  the  greateif  inconveniences,  for  againft 
death  there  are  no  remedies ;  and  where  remedies  have  done  a 
cure,  it  is  very  often  aferibed  to  nature,  chance,  confutation, 
in  fhort,  to  any  thing  but  t  ie  phyfician. 

c  Hilf.  fang,  human,  tit.  xvi.  The  condudl  of  our  author  is 
Worth  obferVmg,  he  quotes  the  authority  of  Boyle  in  this  cafe, 
rather  than  that  of  Paracelfus ,  in  whole  works  he  might  have 
found  many  things  more  to  his  purpole,  but  in  this  he  is  very  ju¬ 
dicious,  the  credit  of  Boyle  is  better,  and  yet  in  many  cafes  he 
only  repeats  what  Paracelfus  fays,  but  without  hiding  or  con¬ 
cealing  it,  for  that  illufrious  perfon  had  not  only  a-p.ftion  for, 
bat  a  confidence  in  truth,  and  was  never  afhamed  of  averting  a 
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44  the  more  inclined,  fays  he,  to  give  credit  to  thefe 
44  praifes  of  fpirit  of  blood,  becaufe  as  I  remember, 
44  this  was  the  medicine  that  I  made  ufe  off  in  the 
44  following  cafe.  A  young  lady  in  whofe  family  the 
44  confumption  was  an  hereditary  difeafe,  was  mo* 
44  lefced  with  a  violent  and  ftubborn  cough,  that  was 
44  judged  confumptive,  and  looked  upon  by  thofe 
44  that  gave  her  phyfick,  as  not  to  be  cured  by  any 
65  other  way,  than  a  feafonable  remove  from  London , 
44  into  the  French  air  ^  but  fhe  was  already  fofar  gone, 
64  and  weakened,  and  there  remained  fo  much  of 
44  the  winter,  that  was  it  judged  fhe  would  die  before 
46  the  feafon  would  make  it  any  way  fit  for  her  to  un- 

44  dertake  fo  long  and  troublefome  a  journey  but  if 

45  fhe  could  be  kept  alive  till  the  end  of  the  fpring, 
44  there  would  be  fome  hopes  fhe  might  in  France 
44  recover.  On  this  occafion  being  follicited  by 
44  fome  friends  of  hers  and  mine,  to  try  what  I  could 
64  do  to  preferve  her  I  lent  her  fome  fpirit  of  human 
44  blood,  very  carefully  prepared  and  rectified,  to 
44  which  I  gave  fome  name,  that  I  do  not  well  re- 
44  member,  upon  the  ufe  of  which  fhe  manifeflly 
44  mended,  notwithftanding  the  unfriendlinefs  of 
44  the  feafon,  infomuch  that  about  the  end  of  Febrita- 
44  ry,  fhe  had  gained  relief  and  ftrength  enough  to 


faft  that  he  knew,  or  owning  from  what  author  he  took  any¬ 
thing  that  he  had  read.  In  this  the  dignity  of  his  character  fup- 
ported  him,  and  his  pra£tice  in  this  refpeft  may  be  commended 
without  bounds,  but  muft  be  imitated  with  difcrefion. 


venture 
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44  venture  to  crofs  the  feas,  and  make  a  journey  to 
Montpellier ,  whence  in  autumn  flie  brought  home 
44  good  looks  and  recovery. 

44  If  I  much  mifremerhber  not,  the  fame  fpiritof 
44  blood  made  very  pure  and  fubtile,  by  the  help  of 
44  a  lamp  furnace,  was  the  medicine,  that  I  put  into 

44  the  hands  of  an  ingenious  and  fuccefsful  phyfician* 

45  who  complained  to  me,  that  he  had  a  patient  that 

44  had  quite  puzled  him,  as  well  as  baffled  the  endea- 

45  vours  of  other  eminent  doctors,  whom  the  diffi- 

46  culty  of  the  cafe  had  invited  at  feveral  times  to  try 
44  their  fkill  upon  him.  This  man  was  frequently 
44  obnoxious  to  fuch  violent  and  tormenting  fits  of 
44  the  head  ach*  that  he  could  not  endure  the  light* 

44  and  was  offended  with  almoft  every  noife,  or  motion 

45  that  reached  his  ears,  infomuch,  that  he  was  forced 
44  to  give  over  his  profeffion,  which  was  that  of  a 

taylor  :  but  upon  the  conftant  ufe  of  the  before- 
44  mentioned  fpirit  of  blood  (for  the  other  medicines 
44  he  took  were  much  inferior  to  it,  and  had  not  be- 
44  fore  been  available)  he  received  fuch  relief,  as 
44  made  him  with  great  joy  and  thankfulnefs  return 
44  to  the  exercife  of  his  trade,  and  the  phyfician  to 
44  whom  I  gave  the  remedy  for  him,  told  me  one 
44  circumftance  too  confiderable  to  be  here  omitted* 

44  namely,  that  the  patient  having  by  our  famous 
44  Harvey's  advice,  been  ufed  to  bleed  once  in  two  or 
44  three  months,  the  phyfician  counfelled  him,  not- 
“  wkhftanding  his  recovery,  not  to  break  off  his  an- 

Os  44  eieng 
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44  cient  cuflom*,  and  the  patient  thereupon  lent  for 
44  the  fame  chirurgeon,  that  had  been  formerly  wont 
44  to  let  him  blood,  and  to  complain  of  the  great 
44  badnefs  of  his  blood,  but  when  this  chirurgeon 
64  who  knew  not  what  had  been  done  to  the  patienr, 
44  came  to  open  a  vein  *  gain,  and  perceived  what  kind 
44  of  blood  it  afforded,  he  was  fo  furprized  that  he  ftop- 
cc  ped  the  operation ;  and  afked  the  man  with  wonder 
44  how  lie  came  by  fuch  florid  blood,  adding,  that  it 
64  was  pity  to  deprive  him  of  fa  well  conditioned  a 
44  liquor.9’  After  giving  thefe  hiflories  from  a  per- 
fon  of  whofe  veracity,  none  that  know  his  charac¬ 
ter  will  doubt ;  I  {hall  only  add  this  remark,  if  the 
fpirit  of  human  blood  do  fo  much ;  why  may  not 
the  fpirit  of  human  breath,  or  rather  the  tinbfure  of 
it  do  as  much  ? 

We  know  fo  Very  little  of  the  real  efficacy  and 
power  of  medicines,  that  as  we  fometimes  give  them 
to  no  purpole,  fo  in  other  cafes,  they  anfwer  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  never  given.  Petrcnius  d  a 

per  fon 


d  De  morbo  Galileo  lib.  v.  cap.  i.  It  is  not  very  difficult  to  ac¬ 
count  for  this  operation,  and  abundance  of  inftances  might  be 
given  of  the  like.  Mr.  Boyle  tells  us,  fome  where,  that  he  was 
informed  by  the  great  Dr.  Harvey,  of  his  being  fent  for  to  a 
gentleman  who  had  a  confirmed  cataract  in  one  eye,  on  account 
of  fome  diltemper  that  he  was  troubled  with,  for  which  he  pre¬ 
scribed  fuctefsfully,  and  thereby  the  cataradt  alfo  was  cured  or 
rather  diffipated,  not  only  beyond,  but  quite  befide  his  expecta¬ 
tion. 
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perfon  of  great  honour  and  credit,  as  well  as  an  ex¬ 
cellent  chirurgeon,  informs  us,  of  a  certain  perfon 
of  fome  rank,  who  notwithftanding  he  had  a  cata¬ 
ract  in  one  of  his  eyes,  faw  enough  of  the  ladies 
with  the  other,  to  bring  him  into  a  condition, 
which  nothing  but  mercury  could  cure.  The  me¬ 
thod  in  which  it  was  fupplied  was  by  undtion,  and 
the  iffue  of  the  bufinefs  was  truly  wonderful;  fince 
he  not  only  recovered  from  the  diftemper  for  which 
he  fell  under  the  furgeon9s  hands,  but  of  the  cataradt 
into  the  bargain.  It  is  very  apparent  therefore, 
that  prodigious  things  may  be  done  by  altering  the 
juices  of  the  body  ;  and  it  is  very  poflible,  that  fhort- 
er  methods  may  be  found  out  for  changing  the  juices, 
than  hitherto  have  been  mentioned,  in  cafe  phyfick 
was  profecuted  in  the  way  of  experiment  and  obfer- 
vation,  as  if  men  really  meant  to  improve  and  per¬ 
fect  a  fcience,  not  to  render  the  practice  of  a  pro- 
feffion  more  facile  and  commodious. 

But  it  may  be  objedted,  that  blood  is  a  thing  vi- 
fible,  tangible,  and  may  be  treated  in  whatever  man- 

iion.  The  famous  Pomponius  Jtticus  being  troubled  with  a  di- 
feafe,  which  the  phyfici  m  looked  upon  as  incurable,  refolved  to 
deftroy  hirnfelf  by  falling,  by  which  he  became  perfediy  well. 
This  however,  did  not  hinder  him  from  perilling  in  his  defign, 
which  in  that  age  and  country,  was  looked  upon  as  a  mark  of 
conftancy,  with  what  reafon  I  leave  the  candid  and  judicious 
reader  to  determine. 


ner 
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ner  we  think  proper  *,  whereas  it  is  otherwife  with 
breath,  and  that  we  might  as  well  pretend  to  make 
experiments  upon  infenfible  perfpiration.  I  have  in 
fome  meafure  treated  this  point  already,  by  fhewing 
it  is  a  ridiculous  thing  to  infra  beyond  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  upon  the  evidence  of  our  fcnfes.  We  do  not 
commonly  imagine,  that  the  cleaned;  rooms  in 
which  we  fit,  are  entirely  full,  not  only  of  air  and 
aether,  but  of  flich  a  mixture  of  various  bodies  that 
are  fufpended  in  both,  as  that  properly  fpeaking, 
we  are  furrounded  with  clouds  of  dull,  which  we 
draw  into  our  bodies,  every  time  we  fetch  our 
breaths.  Yet  a  ray  of  funfhine  is  fufficient  to  give 
cccular  demonftration  of  this,  for  wherever  that  ray 
fills,  thofe  motes  become  vifible.  All  the  world  is 
now  fenfible,  that  odoriferous  bodies  have  an  atmo- 
fphere  round  them,  compofed  of  innumerable  par¬ 
ticles,  exhaled  by,  or  abraded  from  them;  but  with 
equal  truth  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  all  bodies  have 
fuch  an  atmofphere,  though  not  perceptible  to  every 
one’s  fenfes.  Such  for  infiance,  as  have  an  aver- 
fion  to  cheefe,  perceive  it  plainly  from  an  peculiar 
fenfation,  while  others  know/  nothing  of  it.  The 
lame  thing  may  be  faid  of  a  cat,  and  even  more 
ftrongly;  fince,  except  fuch  as  have  an  antipathy, 
none  are  in  the  leaft  fenfible  of  the  atmofphere  that 
furrounds  them,  and  which  notwithfianding  will 
afficdl  fome  conftkuuons,  fo  as  to  render  them  faint, 

*  '  *  '  *  f,‘  v ‘  '  •  3  '  w  '  *? 
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and  this  at  a  confiderable  didance,  of  which  we  have 
incontedable  evidence  c. 

^  i 

It  is  a  point  out  of  all  difpute,  that  the  mine* 
nil  effluvia  at  Potofi  have  fuch  an  effledt  upon  thofe 
who  work  in  the  mines,  that  if  it  were  not  for  drink¬ 
ing  an  infufion  of  the  herb,  now  called,  Paraguay  tea, 
it  would  be  impofflble  for  them  to  work  there.  This 
is  fo  much  the  more  credible,  as  we  know  that  the 
fumes  of  white  lead  have  a  very  drange  effedl  upon 
the  human  body,  and  yet  the  fmell  is  not  very  dis¬ 
agreeable.  In  cc  al  mines,  that  damp  which  is  of  all 
others  mod  deftrudlive,  is  called,  a  peafe  bloom 
damp,  becaufe  the  fmell  refembles  that  of  peafe  blof- 
foms,  which  in  a  leffler  degree  is  very  pleafant.  The 
fume  of  charcoal  will  hardly  awake  thofe  that  are  a 
ileep,  and  yet  is  capable  by  its  fuffocating  frnell  to  lead 
them  to  their  lad  deep  ;  and  it  has  been  obferved  by  a 
very  great  author,  that  fuch  as  have  been  placed  far  e- 


c  Oar  author  having  touched  upon  this  fubje£t  before,  is  the 
fhorter  upon  it  here,  but  without  doubt  it  deferves  to  be  tho¬ 
roughly  examined  ;  fince  if  we  perfectly  underftood  how  to  a<5t 
upon  the  human  body  medicinally  through  its  pores,  it  is  not 
only  poffible,  but  highly  probable,  that  forne  relief  might  be  this 
way  given  in  apoplexies,  and  other  defperate  difeafes,  where 
other  methods  not  only  fail,  but  are  with  difficulty  applied.  Tt  is 
upon  this  principle,  that  a  kind  of  flomacher  has  been  invented  in 
Trance  as  a  prefervative  againfl  this  diilemper  in  which  fome  pe¬ 
netrating  remedies  are  contained,  and  the  news  papers  tell  us, 
that  they  have  great  effects .  4 

0  4  nough 
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nough  out  of  the  reach  of  the  flench  of  prifoners, 
as  to  any  fenfible  im  predion  on  the  olifa&ory  nerves, 
have  yet  been  infedted  by  a  malignant  and  incureable 
difeafe  from  thence,  which  has  carried  them  off  in 
a  few  days.  We  may  from  hence  argue  by  a  parity 
of  reafon,  that  there  may  be  whojefome,  as  well  as 
unwholefome  fumes  *,  vapours  capable  of  refioring 
health,  as  well  as  of  filling  men  with  difeafes  ;  but 
in  obferving  thefe,  we  have  been  lefs  curious,  be- 
caufe  it  is  natural  in  tfil  fenfes  to  have  a  quicker  feel¬ 
ing  of  injuries,  than  of  benefits.  Yet  feme  of  thefe 
have  been  taken  notice  of,  as  for  example,  in  the 
Eaft’ Indies^  when  mango’s  are  ripe,  fuch  as  are  in  a 
declining  date  recover  by  walking  amongft  the  trees. 
It  is  afierted  by  authors  of  credit,  that  confumptive 
perfons  in  England  have  recovered  by  riding  or  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  plains  where  faffron  is  gathered,  and  in 
all  countries  the  fmell  of  frefh  earth  has  been  obferv- 
ed  to  have  a  good  effebt  in  the  like  cafe.  All  thefe 
infiances  I  have  given  from  my  memory,  and  there 
is  no  doubt,  that  upon  the  bare  reading  of  them, 
many  other  and  perhaps  flrongtr  infiances  will  occur 
to  inquifidve  perfons  f. 

W* 


f  We  may  add  in  confirmation  of  what  our  author  has  advanc¬ 
ed  in  this  paragraph,  a  very  remarkable  ar.d  curious  piece  of  In¬ 
dian  hiftary,  in  which  not  only  the  Dutch  writers  agree  ;  but 
which  was  confirmed  to  me  by  a  Dutch  phyfician  who  had  refid- 
ed  long  at  Batavia,  and  was  very  pofitive  as  to  the  fadt.  The  ifland 
of  Ternate  was  formerly  the  Montpellier  of  that  part  of  the  world  s 
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W  e  mu  ft  however  allow  that  nothing  which  has 
been  hitherto  laid,  contributes  to  the  folution  of 
the  great  difficulty  how  fuch  kind  of  fubtile,  and  aft 
moft  imperceptible  effluvia  may  be  collected.  In  an- 
fwer  to  this  we  might  lay,  that  the  method  having 
been  clearly  and  circumftantially  defcribed  ;  we  refer 
our  felves  to  the  experiment,  which  if  found  practi¬ 
cable  will  decide  for,  and  if  not,  will  as  clearly  de¬ 
termine  againft  us.  However,  a  few  thoughts  which 
have  occurred  upon  the  fubjedt,  may  not  be  unplea- 
fant  to  the  readers.  It  is  an  eafy,  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  very  pleafant  method,  by  which  that  e Hence 
is  obtained  that  goes  under  the  name  of  Bergamot . 
The  rind  of  the  fmall  lemon  that  affords  it,  isfqueez- 
ed  between  the  fingers  againft  a  looking- glafs  plate, 
which  Hands  over  the  vcffel  that  is  to  receive  the  eft 
fential  oyl,  andthezeft  flying  out  of  the  peel  being 
intercepted  and  condenfed  by  the  glafs,  falls  down 
in  drops.  We  may  alfo  obferve  in  very  hot  wea¬ 
ther,  and  if  there  be  many  perfons  in  a  room,  their 


and  thofe  who  were  finking  under  all  forts  of  diftemper?  in  the 
Dutch  colonies  were  fent  thither  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  and 
generally  fpeaking  recovered.  But  the  Eaji  India  company  hav¬ 
ing  reduced  the  king  of  this  ifland  to  fuch  ftraits,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  peace  upon  any  terms  they  thought  fit  to 
preferibe,  he  was  compelled  to  cut  down  and  deflroy  his  clove  trees, 
vvith  which  that  ifland  abounded  ;  fmee  which  time  the  air  is  be¬ 
come  fo  unwhoiefome,  that  the  Dutch  are  obliged  to  relieve  their 
garrifons  there  twice  a  year. 

breath 
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breath  will  caufe  a  moifture  on  theglafs  windows,  which 
comes  nearer  to  the  cafe  in  quefiion.  It  is  obfcrved  in 
the  levitical  Law ,  that  the  leprofy  not  only  infedled 
the  bodies  of  men,  but  was  fometimes  fo  violent,  as 
to  become  vifible  in  the  very  walls  of  the  houfe,  for 
which  purifications  are  prefcribed.  Some  indeed 
have  fancied  that  this  was  peculiar  to  that  country,  or 
to  that  people,  but  we  want  not  in  fiances  of  the  like 
nature  with  regard  to  infections  recorded  by  very  cre¬ 
dible  authors  in  other  countries g.  “  A  pious  and 
“  learned  fchool-mafter  fays  Mr.  Boyle  ^  that  ven- 
“  tured  to  ftay  in  London  in  the  great  plague  1 665, 
and  was  much  employed  as  fome  friends  of  mine 
<6  that  knew  him  and  commended  him,  allured  me 
<c  to  vifit  the  fick,  and  diftribute  alms  and  relief  to 
cc  them,  went  indifcriminately  to  all  forts  of  infedt- 
ct  ed,  and  even  dying  perfons,  to  the  number  as  he 
“  told  me  of  nine  hundred  or  a  thoufand ;  and  be- 
4C  ing  asked  by  me  about  the  infection  of  other  things 
<c  than  walls  j  he  told  me  that  being  once  called  to 
<c  adminifter  fome  ghoftly  comfort  to  a  poor  woman 


s  Leviticus  xiv\  33.  The  Jenvi/h  doctors  in  general,  and 
Maimonides  the  wifeit  and  rnofi  judicious  of  them  in  particular. 
Confine  all  that  is  faid  of  this  plague  of  leprofy  to  the  land  of  Ca¬ 
naan,  in  which  if  they  mean  in  a  miraculous  fenfe,  and  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  method  of  purification,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  are 
right,  but  as  our  author  fays,  it  is  very  certain,  that  in  other 
countries,  thefe  miferable  tokens  of  the  plague  have  appeared. 
The  infiance  he  mentions  is  to  be  found  in  Boyle's  works  vol.  Y, 
p.  102. 
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*£  that  had  buried  fome  children  of  the  plague,  he 
44  found  the  room  fo  little,  that  it  fcarce  held  any 
f4  more  than  the  bed  whereon  fhe  lay  fick,  and  an 
44  open  coffin  wherein  he  faw  her  hufband  lie  dead 
44  of  the  fame  difeafe,  whom  the  wife  foon  after  fob 
44  lowed.  In  this  little  clofe  room  they  affirmed  to 
*4  him,  that  contagious  fte^ms  had  produced  fpots 
44  on  the  very  walls ;  and  when  I  asked  whether 
44  he  himfelf  had  feen  them,  he  anfw<_red,  that  he 
had  not,  but  yet  was  inclined  to  believe  the  thing 
44  to  be  true,  not  only  upon  the  fcore  of  the  rela- 
64  tors,  but  becaufe  he  had  obferved  the  like  in  his 
44  own  ftudy,  which  being  divided  only  by  a  wall 
*4  from  fome  rooms,  of  a  houfe,  which  the  owner 
44  had  turned  into  a  kind  of  a  pefthoufe,  and  in 
^4  which  numbers  had  died ;  in  a  fhort  time  he  took 
44  notice,  that  the  white  wall  of  his  ftudy  was  (fince 
44  the  ficknefs  raged  without  any  other  caufe  that  he 
44  could  imagine)  blerniffied  in  divers  places  with 
^4  fpots,  like  thofe  of  infedted  perfons.”  The 

fteams  of  the  body  then  may  be  collected  fo  as  to 
become  the  objedt  of  fight,  and  of  our  other  fenfes ; 
fo  that  there  is  nothing  contrary,  either  to  reafon  or 
nature,  in  believing  that  infenfihle  perfpiration  may 
become  the  fubjedt  of  art,  and  having  made  this  to¬ 
lerably  clear,  we  may  now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  o- 
ther  experiments,  that  however  fingular  and  ftrange, 
ought  not  to  be  thought  incredible. 

We 
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We  have  more  than  once  obfcrved,  that  amongfh 
the  followers  ot  Hermes ,  there  are  feveral  ranks  or 
claffes,  and  each  of  thefe  are  poficfled  of  particular 
fecrets ;  for  none  but  the  fuperiors,  who  are  gene*- 
rally  filled  adepts,  know  how  to  prepare  that  exalt¬ 
ed  offence,  by  which  life  is  preferved  for  many  cen¬ 
turies,  Amongft  thefe  iefTer  fecrets,  Paracelfus 
taught  his  followers  one  which  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  flighted,  and  this  was,  that  of  procuring  by 
art,  a  total  renovation  of  vigour,  like  that  of  the 
old  man  at  T arentum,  or  the  abbefs  before-mentb 
oned.  In  order  to  comprehend  this  clearly,  wre 
muft  take  a  view  of  the  principles  upon  which  all 
fuch  preparations  are  comprehended, and  they  are  thefe. 
The  creator,  in  the  opinion  of  thefe  philofophers,  has 
fixed  in  every  being,  a  feed  for  its  multiplication, 
not  excepting  metals  themfeves  \  and  that  in  this 
feed,  lies  concealed  a  fmall  fpark,  which  animates 
and  directs  the  feed  to  form  only  the  particular  kind 
of  being,  peculiar  to  its  own  fpecies.  This  little 
fpark  of  life,  or  animation,  affigned  by  nature,  is 
the  more  Arm  or  permanent,  as  the  life  of  the  be¬ 
ing  is  required  to  be  more  con  flan  t;  and  therefore, 
every  thing  which  is  produced  out  of  the  feed,  is  to. 
be  affigned  chiefly  to  the  aura ,  or  animating  fpark 
thereof.  Hence  therefore  they  conclude,  that  the 
prim’um  ens  is  to  be  feparated  by  the  art  of  chemiftry, 
by  the  fame  medium  by  which  it  was  communi¬ 
cated  2  as  for  example,  the  fpiritus  reel  or  of  cinna¬ 
mon* 
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ttion,  to  be  extra&ed  with  water,  by  which  means 
they  hoped  to  procure  a  medicine  capable  of  com¬ 
municating  the  fame  durability  to  the  human  body* 
as  is  peculiar  to  the  aura  of  the  fubflance,*  from 
whence  the  primum  ens  was  prepared21.  Whether 
any  experiment  has  been  made  of  this  or  not,  I  can¬ 
not  fay  ;  but  of  another  medicine  of  the  like  kind* 
by  which  if  any  credit  be  due  to  the  teftimony  of 
one  of  the  greatefl  Phyfician’s  in  Europe ,  almoft  in¬ 
credible  wonders  have  been  done  ,  I  fliall  fet  down 
the  preparation. 

In  the  proper  feafon  of  the  year,  when  the  herb 
is  at  its  full  growth,  and  confequendy  its  juices  in 
their  highefl  vigour,  gather  at  the  fitted:  time  of 
the  day  a  lufficient  quantity  of  balm,  wipe  it  clean* 


a  The  true  character  of  Paracelfus ,  to  fpeak  ingenuoufly,  does 
rto  great  credit  to  his  writings,  Fie  was  a  man  of  a  didurbed 
head,  a  diftradted  mind,  and  a  diffolute  lire.  Gtten  wild  and  ex¬ 
travagant  in  his  notions*,  always  rude  and  brutal  in  his  behaviour, 
fometimes  talking  in  the  itile  of  an  enthufiad,  at  others,  not 
Without  a  tindiure  of  impiety  ;  in  a  word,  fo  defultory  and  une¬ 
qual,  that  in  one  p;ge  ydu  find  nothing  but  the  dialed!  of  bed¬ 
lam,  and  in  the  next,  you  have  difcoveries  that  argue  a  wonder¬ 
ful  fuperiority  of  genius,  and  a  mod  amazing  penetration.  He 
wrote  much,  he  lived  fad,  he  died  a  very  young  man  j  and  if 
one  was  to  give  the  charadter  of  his  writings  in  a  line,  it  would 
be  this,  that  upon  the  fird  reading,  he  feems  to  be  a  madman, 
but  upen  the  fecond,  we  perceive  he  had  lucid  intervals,  in 
which  he  was  a  very  extraordinary  perfon,  and  had  an  amazing 
genius  for  chemidry. 


and 
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and  pick  it,  then  put  it  into  a  ftone  mortar,  and  bjf 
laborious  beating,  reduce  it  into  a  thin  pap.  Take 
this  glutinous  and  odoriferous  fubftance*  and  put  it 
into  a  bolt-head,  which  is  to  be  hermetically  fealed* 
and  then  place  it  in  a  dunghill*  or  fome  gentle  heat 
equivalent  thereto,  where  it  mud  digeft  for  forty 
days.  When  it  is  taken  out,  the  matter  will  ap¬ 
pear  clearer,  thinner,  and  have  a  quicker  fcent ;  then 
ieparate  the  grofter  parts*  which  however  are  not  to 
be  thrown  away.  Put  this  liquid  into  a  gentle  bath* 
that  the  remaining  grofs  particles  may  perfc&ly  fub- 
fide.  In  the  mean  time*  dry,  calcine,  and  extra6l 
the  fixt  fait  of  the  groffer  parts,  feparated  as  before- 
mentioned,  which  fixt  fait  is  to  be  joined  to  the  li** 
quors  when  philtrated.  Take  next,  fea  fait,  well 
putrified,  melt  it,  and  by  fetting  it  in  a  cold  place* 
it  will  run  and  become  clear  and  limpid.  Take 
equal  parts  of  both  liquors,  mix  them  thoroughly* 
and  having  hermetically  fealcd  them  in  a  proper 
glafs*  let  them  be  carefully  expofed  to  the  fun  in 
the  warmeil  feafon  of  the  year,  for  about  fix  weeks. 
At  the  end  of  this  fpace,  th e  primum  ens  of  the  balm 
will  appear  fwimming  on  the  top  like  a  bright 
green  oil,  which  is  to  be  carefully  feparated  and  pre- 
ferved.  Of  this  oil,  a  few  drops  taken  in  a  glafs  of  wine* 
for  feveral  days  together,  will  bring  to  pafs  thofe  won¬ 
ders  that  are  reported  of  the  countefs  of  Defmond *  and 
others;  for  it  will  entirely  change  the  juices  of  the 
human  body,  revive  the  decaying  flame  of  life,  and 
reftore  the  fpirits  of  long  loft  youth.  If  after  the 

medicine 
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medicine  is  thus  prepared,  any  doubt  be  had  of  its 
efficacy,  or  of  its  manner  of  operation,  let  a  few 
drops  be  given  every  day  in  raw  meat,  to  an  old 
dog  or  cat,  and  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight,  by  the 
change  of  their  coats,  and  other  inconteftable  figns, 
the  virtues  of  this  preparation  will  lufficientiy  ap¬ 
pear15.  ' 

An  obje&ion  has  been  flarted  by  a  perfon  of  ve¬ 
ry  great  know  lege  in  phyfick,  to  the  efficacy  of  me¬ 
dicines  of  this  nature.  He  thinks,  that  fuch  fubtile 

effences 


b  This  is  the  preparation  of  balm  which  Mr.  Boyle  mentions 
in  his  works,  and  in  which  he  tells  us,  that  Dr.  Le  Fe<vrey  gave 
him  the  following  account  of  it,  in  the  prefence  of  a  famous 
phyfician,  and  another  Virtuofo ,  to  whom  he  appealed,  as 
knowing  the  truth  of  what  he  faid  ;  that  an  intimate  friend  of 
his,  whom  fays  Mr.  Boyle ,  he  named  to  me,  having,  pre¬ 
pared  the  primum  ens  of  balm,  to  fatisfy  himfelf  the  better  of 
its  effects,  made  the  trial  upon  himfelf,  and  took  of  it  according 
to  the  prefcriptioo,  for  about  a  fortnight,  long  before  which, 
his  nails  both  of  hands  and  feet,  began  to  loofen  themfelves  from 
the  fkin  (but  without  any  pain)  which  at  length  falling  off,  of 
their  own  accord,  this  gentleman  keeps  yet  by  him,  in  a  box, 
for  a  rarity,  but  would  not  purfue  the  trial  any  further,  being 
fatisfied  with  what  he  had  found,  and  being  in  no  need  of  fuch 
phyfic.  But  having  given  of  the  fame 'medicated  wine,  for  ten 
or  twelve  days,  to  a  woman  that  ferved  in  his  houfe,  and  was 
near  feventy  years  of  age,  without  letting  her  know  what  he  ex¬ 
pelled  it  fllould  do;  her  pur  gat  ion  es  menftrua  came  upon  her  a- 
gain  in  a  f  efficiently  great  quantity  to  frighten  her  fo  much,  that 
he  durft  profecute  the  experiment  no  further.  And  when  I  afk> 
gd,  why  he  made  no  trial  upon  bwfls,  it  was  anfwered,  that  tho* 

he. 
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effences  would  not  fail  to  alter  and  change  th£ 
body  into  which  they  were  received,  fo  as  that  it 
fhould  lole  its  own,  and  acquire  new  qualities ;  of 
as  he  chofe  to  eXprefs  it  himfelf,  if  a  golden  elixir^ 
taken  into  the  body  of  man,  could  introduce  firmnefs 
and  durablenefs,  it  would  no  doubt  bring  along  with 
it  iixtnefs  and  folidity,  fo  that  of  a  machine  by  the 
help  of  this  chemical  remedy,  we  fhall  have  a  fla- 
tue.  It  is  very  ftrange,  that  fuch  as  charge  the  her¬ 
metic  philofophers  with  arguing  lofely,  reafon  in 
many  refpefta  more  lofely  than  they.  We  find  thd 
juices  of  vegetables  aft  very  powerful  upon  metals, 
..we  find  metals  aft  alfo  ftrongly  upon  animal  bodies ; 
what  reafon  then  is  there  to  believe,  that  a  tinfture 
of  gold  fhould  aft  upon  the  body  of  man,  as  fome 
think,  if  fitly  prepared,  it  fhould  aft  upon  bafer 
metals?  I  fay,  what  reafon  is  there  to  believe  this, 
and  if  there  be  none,  it  is  ftill  Ids  difficult  to  appre¬ 
hend  the  operation  of  the  primum  ens  of  balm.  We 
know  by  experience,  that  this  herb  has  many  and 
great  virtues,  that  they  may  be  extracted  by  diffe¬ 
rent  methods,  and  thereby  contribute  to  cure  feve- 


he  had  but  little  of  the  medicine,  yet  he  put  apart  an  old  hen, 
and„moiliening  her  food  with  fome  drops  of  it,  for  a  week,  a- 
bout  the  fixth  day,  (he  began  to  moult  her  feathers  by  degrees, 
till  (he  became  (lark  naked,  but  before  a  fortnight  was  pad,  fhe 
began  to  regain  others,  which  when  they  were  come  to  their  full 
growth,  appeared  fairer  and  better  coloured  than  the  hrd,  and 
he  added,  that  befides,  that  her  creft  was  raifed,  (he  alfo  laid  more 
eggs  than  (he  was  wont. 
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fal  difeafes.  Why  may  not  then  this  wonderful  col¬ 
lation  of  all  the  primitive  fparks  of  life,  in  this  vi¬ 
gorous  plant,  being  collected  and  called  out  by  a  caufe 
fo  natural  and  powerful  as  the  extraordinary  heat  of 
the  fun,  become  a  medicine  of  wonderful  efficacy,  or 
what  is  there  either  irrational  or  unphilofophical  in 
averting,  that  this  power  would  be  compounded  of 
the  forces  of  both  bodies,  that  from  which  it  is  ex¬ 
tracted,  and  that  into  which  it  is  taken  ?  have  we 
not  daily  experience  of  the  operations  of  mercury, 
in  the  very  way  that  I  fuggeff,  that  is  to  fay,  in  act¬ 
ing  by  the  weight  and  fubtility  of  its  particles,  as 
well  as  by  the  peculiar  and  fpecific  qualities  inhe¬ 
rent  in  them,  fo  as  to  produce  great  changes  in  the 
body  ;  but  changes  conformable  to  the  nature  of  the 
body,  and  not  by  conversion,  either  of  its  folid  or 
fluid  parts,  into  a  metallic  fubftance ;  fo  that  this 
ohjetion,  how  plaufible  foever  it  may  appear,  or 
whatever  authority  it  might  borrow  from  the  great 
reputation  of  the  perfon  who  made  it,  is,  when 
finally  confidered,  of  no  weight  at  all.  His  argu¬ 
ment,  if  it  would  prove  any  thing,  would  prove 
too  much  and  it  is  a  known  rule  in  right  reafon- 
ing,  that  what  proves  too  much,  proves  nothing. 
There  is  certainly  great  folly  in  believing  ^crudely 


all  that  Paracelfus ,  and  Van  Helmont ,  or  their  fol¬ 
lowers  fay  i  but  perhaps  there  is  no  Ids  folly  in 
rudely  rejecting  all  that  they  advance  %  and  as  in  other 
cafes,  fo  in  this,  the  middle  way  is  bed: ;  we  ought 
to  take  nothing  upon  truft  either  from  them,  or 


from 
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from  their  opponents;  for  if  thefe  men  were  enthu- 
fiafts,  with  refpedl  to  that  art  upon  which  they  have 
written,  thofe  who  have  undertaken  to  refute  them, 
write  frequently  with  fuch  a  vifible  fpirit  of  contra¬ 
diction,  as  is  as  apt  to  miflead  mankind  as  any  fort 
of  enthufiafm  whatever.  It  is  indeed  true,  that 
partly  from  the  obfcurity,  partly  from  the  pomp 
and  bombaft  of  their  expreffions,  it  is  fometimes  ve¬ 
ry  difficult  to  understand  their  meaning ;  but  not¬ 
withstanding  this,  even  the  wifeft  and  belt  judges 
have  allowed,  that  there  are  a  great  many  ufeful 
truths  in  their  writings,  when  thoroughly  under- 
ltoodc.  Why  then  amongft  others,  may  not  this" 
be  one  of  thofe  ufeful  truths  £ 

I  could  mention  another  preparation  from  the' 
vital  part  of  the  air  itfelf,  which  is  a  great  fecret  a- 
mongft  thefe  philofophers,  and  is,  perhaps  the  white 


*  It  deferves  the  reader’s  notice,  with  how  much  facility,  as 
well  as  dexterity,  our  author  has  introduced  a  great  number  of 
additions,  without  the  lead  prejudice  to  the  method  obferved  irx 
his  performance,  and  without  leaving  out  a  letter  of  what  he  had 
pablilhed  before.  If  he  had  thrown  thefe  additions  into  a  fupple- 
snent,  they  would  have  been  of  very  little,  if  of  any  ule  ;  but  a sr. 
they  are  now  ranged  in  their  proper  places,  they  elucidate  the- 
Cubjedl,  hrengthen  his  arguments,  and  bring  a  new  weight  of 
authorities,  to  the  fupport  of  his  fyftemu  It  feems  to  be  now  as' 
Com  pleat  as  we  can  expedt  a  work  of  this  nature,  and  therefore 
is  may  be  prefumed,  that  the  author,  in  jultice  to  his  own  repii* 
fation,  will  leave  it  as  it  ftands.  to  the  only  true  tell  of  merit^ 
thej-udgment  of  fucceeding  times* 

dove"" 
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dove  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  writings  of  Philale- 
ihes ,  of  which,  thus  much  is  certain,  that  when  the  V  1 

air  is  once  defpoiledof  this  principle,  it  is  no  longer 

% 

fit  for  animal  refpiration,  and  it  was  by  a  contrivance 
of  this  kind,  that  the  famous  Cornelius  ‘Drebell  made 
that  liquor,  which  fupplied  the  place  of  air  in  the 
machine  he  contrived  for  carrying  on  a  kind  of  fub- 
rharine  navigation.  This  medicine,  which  is,  as  I 
have  faid,  extra&ed  from  the  air,  is  whiter  than  the 
fnow,  colder  than  the  ice,  and  fo  volatile,  that  if  a 
quantity  of  a  nutmeg  be  expofed  to  the  air,  it  is  ab~ 
forbed  thereby  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  feconds.  This 
fecret,  which  is  ufed  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the 
former,  is  Riled  awra  puellarum ;d.  We  may  gather 
from  all  this,  that  if  the  hermetic  philofophers  have 
in  reality  any  fucli  fecret  as  they  boafl:  off,  for  the 
prefervation  of  human  life,  it  is  built  upon  the  fame 
principles  with  thofe  which  I  have  already  laid  down, 
and  confequently  no  true  adept  can  confidently  with 
his  own  notion  of  things,  oppofe  my  doctrine,  efpe- 
cially  when  he  Confiders,  with  what  rcftridions  it  is 
offered,  fince  I  do  not  propofe,  as  the  (ages  do,  the 


d  Whoever  confults  the  Liber  Mutus ,  will  plainly  perceive, 
that  the  ftrft  matter  is  taken  from  the  air ;  but  by  a  method  ve¬ 
ry  different  from  that  which  1  here  fuggelf,  though  poffibly  they 
may  both  contribute  to  the  fame  end,  fince  it  is  eafy  to  conceive, 
that  the  firft  matter  of  the  philofophers  may  refide  in  ieveral 
places ;  nay,  fome  of  them  have  affirmed,  that  it  is  to  be  found 
every  where  ;  the  famous  Jacob  Boebmen  aflerted,  th^t  it  was  to 
fee  met  with  in  the  dirt  of  the  ftreers, 

P  a  prolonging 
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prolonging  man’s  life  to  the  term  of  a  thoufand  years:; 
neither  do  I  promife  the  renovation  of ftrength,  asfome 
meaner  artifhs  have  done*,  all  I  contend  for  is,  the 
poffibility  of  making  fiich  ufe  of  youthful  fpirits,  as 
for  a  time  to  keep  off  the  inconveniencies  of  age, 
which  though  far  inferior  to  what  others  affert  they 
are  able  to  perform,  would  ftill  be  of  the  utmoft  be¬ 
nefit  to  mankind,  if  with  facility  it  could  be  carried 
into  practice. 

* 

I  know  very  well  it  may,  and  I  doubt  not  but  it 
■will  be  objected,  if  Hermippus  was  fo  wife  a  man, 
why  inftead  of  drawing  old  age  to  fuch  a  length, 
did  he  not  preferve  the  vigour  of  his  youth  ?  this 
furely  would  have  been  by  far  a  nobler  difcovery, 
and  to  which  the  young  ladies  would  with  the  great- 
eft  readinefs  have  contributed.  But  I  muft  put 
fuch  people  as  thefe  in  mind,  that  as  in  this  treatife 
1  have  inferred  nothing  which  may  not  be  fome 
way  or  other  ferviceabie,  either  to  the  inftrudtion 
or  entertainment  of  mankind,  fo  I  (hall  not  think 
myfelf  at  all  obliged  to  take  notice  of  any  ludicrous 
tefte&ions..  The  prefer vation  of  life,  the  defending 
the  human  body  from  decay,  and  rendering  it  a 
fit  tenement  for  the  foul  to  inhabit,  in  that  fealon  in 
which  Are  is  moft  capable  of  exerting  her  nobleft  fa¬ 
culties,  are  grave  and  fqrious  fubjt&s ;  with  which 
no  trivial  matters  ought  to  mingle.  Refides,  to 
fpeak  my  opinion  freely,  though  I  think  the  me¬ 
thod  of  Hermippus  extreamly  proper  for  repairing 

the 
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the  wahes  of  nature,  and  preventing  the  incom mo¬ 
difies  which  ufually  attend  on  years  ;  yet  I  am 
far  from  believing,  that  this  method  would  contri¬ 
bute  at  all  to  the  extention  of  youth,  but  rather  the 
'contrary;  and  for  this  I  think,  I  am  able  to  offer 
home  very  probable  reafons. 

In  the  fi'rft  place,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  obferve, 
that  I  do  not  here  mean  by  youth,  a  (late  of  infan¬ 
cy  or  childhood,  but  rather  that  robuft  hate  be¬ 
tween  twenty-five  and  forty ;  for  the  converfatiori 
of  very  young  people  with  each  other,  I  conceive 
to  be  as  wholefome  for  their  bodies,  as  it  is  pleafant 
and  agreeable  to  their  minds.  But  when  the  hu¬ 
man  body  is  arrived  at  its  full  ftrength,  and  is  in 
that  hate  of  health  in  which  temperance  and  equa¬ 
nimity  will  maintain  it,  a  furcharge  of  animal  fpi- 
rits  may  not  only  prove  ufelefs,  but  dangerous,  ft  is  an 
old,  and  a  very  true  obfervation,  that  the  moh  florid 
hate  of  health,  is  that,  in  which  a  man  is  in  the  great- 
eh  peril,  in  cafe  he  receives  any  infection,  and  the 
reafon  is  obvious,  viz.  becaufe  the  animal  fpi- 
rits  a£t  then  with  the  utmoh  vigour,  and  conse¬ 
quently  mu  ft  do  the  more  mifchief,  if  by  any  means 
they  are  tainted.  From  the  lame  method  of  reafon  - 
ing,  we  may  conclude,  that  fuch  a  manner  of  living 
as  that  which  we  have  fuppofed  Hermippus  led, 
might  be  attended  with  inconveniencies  to  a  man  of 
a  robuh  conhitution,  and  perhaps,  incline  him  to 
frenzies,  or  at  lead  to  fevers.  A  pure  air,  light 
diet,  moderate  exercife,  and  a  perfect  dominion  o~ 

P  3  vef 
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ver  his  paflions,  with  a  few  flight  remedies  taker* 
on  proper  occafions,  and  according  as  nature  diredts,, 
may  maintain  a  man  in  the  full  poffeflion  of  health 
and  fpirits  to  fixty,  and  vthen  it  is  time  enough  for 
him  to  think  of  avoiding  the  inconveniencies  which 
ufually  attend  old  age.  I  might  alfo  obferve,  that 
the  converfation  of  many  young  women,  might,  in 
the  fummer  of  life,  draw  along  with  it  other  incon¬ 
veniencies  •,  but  thefe  are  fubjefts  on  which  I  do  not 
chufe  to  infid,  becaufe  it  is  not  eafy  to  treat  them 
with  that  delicacy,  which  a  philofophic  difcourfe  like 
this,  requires ;  and  becaufe  the  flighted  hint  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  fugged  more  to  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  than 
is  at  all  necefiary  to  be  delivered  upon  this  fubjedl. 
I  take  it  therefore  for  granted,  that  I  have  affigned 
the  proper  bounds  to  my  remedy,  and  that  I  may 
fafely  define  it,  the  cordial  of  advanced  years,  which 
can  never  be  fafely  adminidered,  till  from  a  jud  appli¬ 
cation  of  reafon,  there  has  been  produced  an  abfo- 
lute  retreat  of  appetitee. 

But  if  any  one  fhould  be  mad  enough  to  purfue 
this  objection  further,  and  cry  out,  of  what  fignifi- 
cancy  then  is  your  remedy  ?  why  in  fuch  a  fituation 
would  you  extend  life  at  all,  or  of  what  ufe  is  years 
when  deprived  of  enjoyments  ?.  If  I  fay  there  are  any 
fo  wild  as  to  talk  in  this  manner,  my  anfwer  is,  that 
they  midake  my  meaning.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  pleafures  of  the  mind  are  far  fuperior  to  all 
fenfual  delights,  and  that  the  cultivating  youthful 

c  Cka\  de  Sene&ute. 
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tsnderftandings,  which  is  the  bufinefs  in  which  I 
have  fuppofed  my  old  man  employed,  is  a  pleafant 
and  noble  undertaking,  every  way  worthy  of  the 
^foul’s  fupreameft  faculties,  and  carrying  along  with 
it,  its  own  reward,  viz.  a  fecond  youth,  more  plea- 
fing,  more  delightful,  than  the  firft.  For  as  on 
the  one  hand,  I  cannot  allow  that  fuch  a  perfon 
fhould  gratify,  or  fo  much  as  feel  his  paffions,  fo  on 
the  other,  I  would  not  have  him  plunged  into  deep 
and  perplexing  ftudies,  but  rather  amufed  and  di¬ 
verted  by  purfuits  of  another  nature.  At  particular 
feafons,  indeed,  he  might  difcourfe  with  his  friends 
on  grave  and  ferious  topicks  *  but  I  would  not  have 
fuch  conventions  return  too  frequently,  for  fear  of 
their  leading  him  by  degrees  into  melancholly,  which 
is  nothing  elfe  but  fixing  the  thoughts  too  intently 
on  a  fingle  obje6h  In  order  to  acquire  and  main¬ 
tain  a  green  old  age,  there  is  nothing  fo  requilite  as 
chearfulnefs  of  mind,  which  can  never  be  fecured  if 
we  meditate  much  on  abftrufe  fubjedts.  I  do  not 
fay,  that  thefe  are  always  to  be  neglected  %  but  what 
I  fay  is,  that  this  is  not  the  feafon  of  life  in  which 
they  ought  to  be  purfued.  They  require  fuch  vi¬ 
gour,  fuch  attention,  and  fuch  a  degree  of  penetra¬ 
tion,  as  would  induce  fo  great  a  wafte  of  fpirits  as 
might  defeat  the  intention  of  that  remedy,  which 
I  would  recommend,  and  therefore  I  lay  it  down  as 
a  fupplemental  rule,  that  thefe  are  to  be  avoided. 
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There  is,  as  far  as  my  forefight  will  carry  me, 
but  one  objection  more,  that  can  be  raifed  againft 
my  fyftem  ;  and  this  muft  come  from  the  quarter 
of  the  politicians,  who  conceive  nothing  to  be  right 
or  worthy  of  encouragement,  which  does  not  fquare 
with  their  notions,  which  are,  however,  generally 
fpeaking,  not  very  agreeable  to  thofe  of  other  men. 
It  would  not  therefore  furprize  me,  if  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  ihould  take  it  into  their  heads,  to  treat  this  as 
a  whimfical  and  trifling  performance,  becaufe  I 
know  that  according  to  their  fyflem,  old  men  are 
fo  many  incumbrances,  of  which,  the  ftate  ought  to 
be  difcharg’d.  It  is  upon  this  principle  I  prefume, 
that  fome  Indian  nations  make  great  feafts  in  their 
families,  when  their  chief  becomes  decrepid,  and 
when  thefe  rejoicings  are  over,  fairly  put  him  out 
of  the  wayf.  Our-free-thinkers  in  politics  therefore, 
muft  neceflarily  have  a  bad  opinion  (at  lead  while 
they  are  young)  of  fuch  a  propofition  as  this,  which 
intends  no  more  than  prolonging  the  lives  of  thofe, 

who 


f  I  remeiysber  to  have  read  in  a  late  French  writer,  that  this 
is  praCtifed  by  fome  of  the  barbarous  nations,  who  live  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hudjon  s  bay  \  and  he  fays  further,  that  he  was 
prefen t  at  one  of  thefe  feafts,  at  the  ciofe  of  which,  the  fon  cut 
the  throat  of  his  father.  I  do  not  recoiled,  that  he  bellows  any 
reflections  upon  this  paffage  ;  but  from  the  account  he  has  given 
us  of  the  country,  I  think  it  no  difficult  matter  to  dilfinguifh  the 
tatifc  of  fo  inhuman  (I  ihould  be  in  the  wrong  to  call  it  fo  bru¬ 
tal) 
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who,  in  the  account  of  our  Machiavelifts ,  ought  to 
be  in  their  graves  already.  What  benefit,  fay  they, 
can  refuk  to  fociety  from  maintaining  people  paft 
their  labours,  and  who,  according  to  this  Very 
fcheme,  are  declared  unfit  for  propagation  ?  the 
public  is  only  benefited  by  active  and  induftrious  per- 
fons,  why  then  fhould  fo  much  care  be  taken  to  pre- 
ferve  people  fit  only  for  a  fedentary  life  ?  if  the  ordi¬ 
nary  laws  of  nature  can  be  difpenfed  with,  let  it' be 
in  favour  of  the  public  weal,  why  fhould  the  extra¬ 
vagant  defire  of  life  be  gratified,  rather  than  any  other 
extravagant  defire  whatever?  reflections  like  thefe,  it 
is  evident,  muft  induce  thefe  over-wife  perfons  to 
treat  my  book  with  contempt,  whatever  opinion 
they  may  have  of  the  arguments  contained  in  it  \ 
and  therefore  it  is  neceffary  for  me  to  iliew,  that 
thefe  maxims,  how  plaufible,  how  refined  fqever 
they  may  appear,  are  very  far  from  being  either 
juft  or  reafonable,  and  which  is  ftill  of  greater  weight 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  are  far  from  being  calculated  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind  in  general2. 

'eft 

It 

tal)  a  cuftom,  which  1  take  to  he  this,  that  they  find  it  very  dif¬ 
ficult  in  that  part  of  the  world  to  acquire  iubfiitance,  and  there¬ 
fore  think  themfelves  under  a  kind  of  neceffity  of  maintaining 
only  fuch  as  are  ufeful.  This,  j  perfuade  myfelf,  was  the  ori¬ 
ginal  of  fo  horrid  a  practice,  which  cannot,  however,  be  found¬ 
ed  on  real  neceffity,  becaufe  thefe  people  who  murder  their 
parents,  prefer ve  their  children,  though  equally  helplefs. 

s  It  may  be,  perhaps,  thought  I  exaggerated  a  little  in  fuppa« 
fing,  that  there  are  people  capable  of  reaioning,  in  fuch  a  man- 
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I  t  is,  I  think,  a  fad  fo  well  eftablifhed,  that 
I  need  be  at  no  great  pains  to  prove  it,  that  moft  of 
the  mifchiefs  and  miferies  brought  upon  private  fa<- 
itftlies,  and  even  upon  whole  nations,  flow  from  the 
warmth  of  mens  paflions,  and  from  their  indulging 
their  irregular  inclinations  at  the  expence  of  others,, 
nay,  and  of  fociety  itfelf.  I  cannot,  therefore,  help 
thinking,  that  it  might  be  a  means  of  leflening  thefe 
evils,  if  we  could  increafe  the  number  of  thofe  who 
are  free  from  fuch  irregular  and  depraved  appetites, 
and  are  confequently  moft  capable  of  conducting 


ner;  but,  whoever  confiders  the  principles  of  the  Spartan  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  fyfiem  of  morals,  reepmmended  by  Lycurgus ,  . 
will  be  of  another  opinion.  Neither  are  we  to  imagine,  that  on¬ 
ly  fevere  politicians  are  inclined  to  fuch  a  do&rine ;  there  have 
been  in  all  ages  fome  polite  writers,  and  refined  wits,  who  have 
been  inclined  to  treat  old  age,  not  as  a  misfortune  only,  but  as 
a  crime.  For  infiance,  Cornelius  Gallus ,  one  of  the  Favourites 
of  Auguflus ,  and  himfelf  the  Patron  of  Virgil,  and  of  Horace , 
paints  old  age  thus. 

Scat  dubius  tremulufqj  fenex,  femperq;  malorum 
Credulus  et  fiultus  quas  facit  ipfe  timet. 

Laudat  praeteritos,  prefentes  defpicit  annos : 

Hoc  tantum  in  redtum  quod  facit  ipfe  putat. 

Trembling  and  doubtful,  fiill  the  old  we  find. 

And  much  to  credit  all  ill  news  inclin’d  j 
Foolilhly  fearful  of  whate’er  thfcy  do, 

And  when  it’s  done,  they’re  apprehenfive  tpa. 

Pafs’d  times  their  praife,  the  prefent  claim  their  fpight. 

And  only  what  they  do  themfelves  is  right. 


with 


I 
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with  judgment  and  integrity,  either  public  or  private 
affairs.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  all  welh  governed  ftates, 
a  certain  maturity  of  age  is  required  before  men  are  en- 
trufted  not  only  with  the  management  of  public  con¬ 
cerns,  but  of  their  own.  Upon  what  reafon  then  is  this 
founded  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  they  are  thought  to  want 
in  the  firft  place,  the  lights  of  experience,  and  in 
the  next,  to  be  too  much  hurraed  by  their  paffions  ? 
If  this  be  right,  and  if  it  be  not  right3  the  wifefl 
men  in  all  ages  have  been  in  the  wrong :  If  this  I 
fay  be  right,  why  fhould  we  fancy  men  pafTed  their 
labours;  for  being  in  pofifefilon  of  thole  qualities 
which  are  certainly  the  firft  ingredients  in  the  con- 
ftituting  true  wifdom  ?  There  will  be  always  people 
enough  in  the  world  full  of  that  heat,  vigour,  and 
ftrength,  which  is  requifite  for  carrying  on  the 
a&ive  and  laborious  parts  of  bufinefs;  but  we  fee 
plainly,  that  private  families  are  brought  to  ruin, 
and  by  degrees,  great  ftates  decay  for  want  of  that 
^moderation,  experience  and  forefight,  of  which, 
men  far  in  years,  and  whofe  fpirits  are  not  oppreft- 
ed  with  the  infirmittes  of  age,  are  ufually  poffefled. 
If,  therefore,  we  regard  the  eafe  and  happinefs 
of  mankind,  rather  than  hurry  and  noife,  and  ef- 
teem  fuch  a  government  as  preferves  its  fubje&s  in 
the  co.nftant  enjoyment  of  thefe  bleflings,  better  than 

that  which  employs  them  at  the  expence  of  their 
♦ 

own  eafe  and  happinefs,  in  difturbing  thofe  of  their 
neighbours,  then  there  can  be  no  weigh  in  this  part 
of  the  objection.  As  10  what  refpe&s  generation* 

it 
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it  is  a  very  flight  and  idle  furmife  ;  for  if  in  popifli 
countries  monafleries  are  found  no  great  inconveni¬ 
ence,  where  thofe  that  fill  them  make  vows  of  celi¬ 
bacy  in  the  flower  of  their  age,  certainly  for  men 
who  are  turned  of  feventy  to  forbear  getting  children, 
can  never  be  an  inconvenience  to  any  ftate. 

This  is  undoubtedly  a  fufficient  anfwer  as  to 
the  general  reafoning  of  thofe  I  would  refute,  but 
with  refpedt  to  the  doctrine  I  have  endeavoured  to 
eftabiifh,  a  flill  clearer  and  more  explicit  anfwer 
might  be  given-  For  without  enquiring  whether 
their  principles  be  wrong  or  right,  I  may  eaflly  ob- 
ferve,  that  nothing  I  have  laid  down  tends  to  bur¬ 
then  fociety  with  a  race  of  dotards.  What  I  propofe, 
is  quite  the  contrary.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  I  plead 
for  the  extention  of  human  life,  I  recommend  on 
the  other,  fuch  a  method  as  muft  preferve  the  faculties 
in  the  higheft  order.  Nor  is  it  to  be  at  all  apprehend¬ 
ed,  that  the  number  of  men  who  fhall  prolong  their 
lives  by  this  method,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  ever  carried 
into  pra£lice,  will  be  exceflive,  or  burthenfome  to 
fociety,  the  very  nature  of  it  provides  againfl:  any 
fuch  inconvenience,  by  requiring  fuch  moderation  and 
fclf-denial,  as  will  not  frequently  be  found.  It  is 
therefore,  an  unjufl:  and  unfair  imputation  upon  my 
principles,  that  they  tend  to  burthen  the  world  with 
ufelefs  people,  fince  the  utmofl:  to  which  they  can  be 
itrained  is,  that  I  am  for  preferving  as  long  as  pof- 
fible,  the  lives  of  Rich  as  may  be  ufeful.  As  to  the 

fubfiflance 
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fubflftance  again  of  fuch  people,  it  is  eafy  to  difcern, 
that  this  can  be  but  a  very  trifling  expepce,  when 
compared  even  with  what  they  are  able  to  acquire  to¬ 
wards  the  increafe  of  the  common  flock.  So,  that 

, 

confidered  in  this,  which  is  the  very  word  light  in 
which  the  thing  can  be  put,  a  true  politician,  and 
one  who  has  a  proper  regard  for  the  interefl,  and  a t 
the  fame  time,  ajuflrefpedl  for  the  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  will  be  far  from  thinking  that  I  have  offered 
any  thing  which  can  be  prejudicial  to  a  well-order¬ 
ed  fociety,  but  have  rather  provided  a  very  good  me¬ 
thod  for  fecuring  a  conftant  fupply  of  fuch  counfel- 
lors,  as  may  preferve  it  in  the  bdl  order  poffible. 

O  n  this  occaflon,  I  beg  leave  to  cite  a  paffage  which 
Fully  hath  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  elder  Catoh,  that 
deferves  as  much  attention  from  its  folidity  and 
good  fenfe,  as  it  does'praife  for  the  beauty  and  accu¬ 
racy  of  flile,  in  which  it  is  delivered.  Cato  is  there 
anfwering  the  very  objection,  which  I  have  been 
treating.  44  If,  fays  he,  petulance  and  lufl  be  vi- 
“  ces  more  frequent  among  young  men  than  old,  yet 
44  all  young  men  are  not  infedled  with  them,  but  fuch 
46  only  as  want  proper  talents,  fo  it  is  with  that  for 
44  of  diftemper  which  you  call  dotage,  it  is  indeed 
44  the  difeafe  of  old  men  \  but,  however,  all  old 
44  men  are  not  infedted  with  it.  Appius  was  forfome 
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<6  years  quite  dark,  and  yet  he  managed  a  family  of 
u  four  fons  grown  up,  and  five  daughters,  with  a- 
<c  bundance  of  relations  and  clients,  who  depended 
“  upon  him.  Fie  kept  his  mind  always  in  order, 
a  and  though  his  vigour  decayed,  yet  his  fenfes  ne- 
46  vei*  failed  him.  He  preferyed  to  the  laft  moment 
u  his  chafa&er,  and  his  authority ;  every  body  look- 
cc  ed  up  towards  him  as  became  their  ftation ; 
44  his  flaves  feared,  his  children  revered,  and  all 
44  who  were  about  him,  loved  him.  In  a  word, 
44  he  kept  up  the  old  difcipline,  and  did  honour  to 
44  the  Roman  name,  by  preferving  the  manners  of 
46  his  family  untainted.  So  that  it  is  plain,  old  age 
44  may  maintain  a  graceful  fuperiority,  if  it  be  jea- 
<c  lous  of  its  prerogative  $  if  on  all  occafions  it  main- 
44  tains  its  right,  if  it  never  fneaks  and  gives  way, 
44  but  keeps  up  a  manly  fpirit  to  the  lafh  For  as 
44  I  approve  fome  qualities  of  age  in  a  young  man*.. 
44  fo  a  youthful  fpirit  is  very  commendable  in  men 
44  in  years,  for  while  they  preferve  this,  though 
44  the  body  may  feel  the  eflfe&s  of  age,  yet  the 
44  mind  Hands  out  of  its  reach.  At  this  very  in* 
44  ftant  I  am  employed  in  writing  the  feventh  book 
44  of  my  antiquities ,  and  am  actually  making  large 
44  colle&ions  from  fuch  old  records,  as  may  ferve 
44  my  purpofe.  I  likewife,  review,  and  fometimes 
44  touch  a-frefh,  the  orations  1  have  formerly  made 
44  in  the  capital  caufes,  wherein  I  have  been  con- 
44  cerned :  I  Hill  keep  up  my  Hock  of  knowlege  in 
11  augurial,  pontifical,  and  civil  law,  and  have  time 

44  enough 
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u  enough  to  read  a  great  deal  of  Greek  befides.  I 
“  conftantly  ufe  the  Pythagorean  method  for  the  ex- 
<c  ercife  of  my  memory,  and  every  evening  run  o- 
“  ver  in  my  mind,  what  ever  I  have  faid,  heard  or 
<c  done  that  day.  Thefe  are  the  exercifes  of  the  un- 
u  derftanding,  and  in  thefe,  as  in  a  chariot,  the 
4C  foul  takes  the  air;  while  I  am  capable  of  thefe,  I 
%i  don’tgive  myfelf  much  concern  about  bodily  decays, 
44  I  am  always  at  the  command  of  my  friends,  at- 
“  tend  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  frequently,  and  dif- 
4<  tinguifli  myfelf  in  debates,  where  a  man  com- 
•c  pafies  more  by  the  ftrength  of  his  faculties,  than 
*c  he  can  do  elfewhere,  by  force  of  arms.  But 
*5  fliould  it  ever  prove  my  misfortune  to  be  confi- 
*c  ned  to  my  bed,  and  be  thereby  rendered  incapa- 
44  ble  of  going  through  thefe  employments,  yet  the, 
*c  very  thoughts  of  what  I  would  do,  if  I  were  a- 

/ 

*  ble,  would  confole  me.  But  thanks  be  to  he.a- 
46  ven,  I  have  no  reafon  to  apprehend  any  fucl\ 
4t  thing,  I  have  been  a  better  hufband  of  my  time 
4C  than  fo,  for  let  a  man  be  but  conftantly  exercifecf 
“  in  labours  like  thefe,  and  he  will  not  fo  foon  find 
44  the  breaches  of  age.  Years  will  fteal  upon  him 
“  infenfibly,  he  will  grow  old  by  degrees  and  with-* 
4C  out  feeling  it;  nay,  when  he  comes  to  break  at 
4C  laft,  the  houfe  will  crumble  gently,  and  fall  down 
fo  flowly,  as  not  to  give  him  any  great  pain9*. 
This  is  a  very  fine  picture,  and  contains  a  more  finifhed 
apology  for  that  ftate  of  life  which  lam  endeavour-, 
ing  to  extend^  than  my  abilities  would  fuffer  me  to 

draw 
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draw,  but  the  very  producing  it,  ferves  my  purpofe 
better  than  if  I  had  wrote  it.  If  I  follow  the  fenti- 
ments  of  Cicero ,  and  the  example  of  Cato  the  elder, 
who  ftiall  queflion  either  my  fenfe,  or  my  condud  ? 


It  ought  to  be  further  confidered,  that  for  per < 
feding  many  of  the  fciences,  a  longer  life  is  requi* 
fite  than  men  ufually  enjoy;  or  to  fpeak  with  great¬ 
er  propriety,  the  free  exercife  of  their  faculties  to 
a  more  advanced  age.  If  we  examine  all  the  im¬ 
provements  that  have  been  made  in  true  fcience,  we 

fhall  find,  that  they  have  proceeded  from  men,  who 

* 

have  exercifed  their  thoughts  in  fuch  kind  of  ftudies 
for  a  long  courfe  of  years.  The  lafb  books  of  Arifto - 
tie,  are  e deemed  the  molt  perfed,  fo  are  thole  of 
Seneca,  which  he  wrote  in  an  advanced  age  ;  and  we 
may  fay  the  fame  thing  with  refped  to  modern  phi- 
lofophers ;  fuch  as  Gaffendi ,  Bacon ,  and  Newton .  A 
ferene  old  age  is  therefore  of  the  higheft  confequence 
in  this  refped,  fince  it  would  contribute  to  furnifh 
the  world  with  new  and  ufeful  lights,  and  prevent 
the  expedations  they  conceive  from  the  early  produc¬ 
tions  of  great  men,  from  being  fruit  rated  as  they 
frequently  are,  by  their  premature  deaths,  I  muft 
likewife  obferve,  that  mechanical  inventions  require 
much  time  to  perfed  them,  and  that  very  profita¬ 
ble  difcoveries,  and  very  ufeful  manufadures  have 
been  loft,  by  the  death  of  thofe  who  fir  ft  cultivated 
them,  of  which  many  inftances  may  be  given.  We 
may  likewife  remark,  tkut  fettling  any  new  plantation  ; 

reforming 
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reforming  a  fociety ;  or  in  fhort,  reducing  any  peo* 
pie  who  have  been  long  under  an  ill  form  of  go¬ 
vernment*  or  in  a  great  meafure  without  any,  re¬ 
quires  length  of  days.  Lewis  XIV.  changed  entire¬ 
ly  the  Face  of  things  in  France  during  his  reign* 
which  was  principally  owing  to  the  length  of  it,  as  it 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  feeing  moft  of  his 
Ichemes  brought  to  bear  ;  whereas,  the  unexpected 
death  of  the  great  Czar  Peter ,  caufed  many  of  his 
projects  to  be  buried  in  oblivion,  and  mud  have  o- 
Verturned  the  whole  of  his  glorious  defign  for  re¬ 
forming  his  fubjeCts,  and  raifmg  the  credit  of  his 
trown,  with  the  reft  of  the  European  powers;  if. 
Which  was  fcairce  to  be  expected,  his  fucceftors  had 
not  generally  fpeaking*  perfifted  in  the  purfuit  of 
his  plan*  We  may  therefore  eafily  difcern,  that 
fuch  an  extenfion  of  life  as  this  treadle  propofes, 
would  be  fo  faf  from  contributing  to  burthen  the 
world  with  an  ufelefs  race  of  old  men,  that  it  would 
really  furnifh  it  with  fuch  people,  as  are  moft  wanted 
for  the  improvement  of  knowlege,  the  perfecting 
mechanical  difcoveries;  and  contributing  in  other 
refpeCh,  to  the  welfare  of  mankind. 

Upon  the  whole*  therefore,  I  think  I  may  very 
juftly  conclude,  that  by  examining  this  antient  in- 
fcription,  I  have  not  only  .exercifed  my  thoughts  in 
&  manner  that  may  contribute  to  the  amufement  of 
t lie  learned ;  but  that  I  have  hinted  many  things 

which 
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which  may  be  of  public  utility.  In  this  refped,  intf 
deed,  I  think,  I  have  made  the  proper  ufe  of  ther 
irifcription  ;  for  certainly,  it  is  much  better  to  in¬ 
form  ourfelves  as  to  things  than  words,  and  the 
world  would  be  much  more  indebted  to  the  la¬ 
bours  of  learned  men,  if  they  would  pay  that  re¬ 
gard  to  this  maxim  which  it  deferves.  What  ufe 
would  it  be  of  to  mankind,  fuppofing  it  poffible  for 
me  to  fix  the  reign  of  the  Roman  emperor,  under 
which  Hermippus  flourifhed  ?  or  what  thanks  would 
my  readers  owe  me,  if  I  had  endeavoured  to  dif- 
cufs  whether  he  lived  to  a  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
or  a  hundred  and  fifteen  only.  Have  I  not  chofen 
the  better  part,  in  examining  what  may  flill  be  of 
lome  ufe,  viz,  by  what  method  he  arrived  at  fb 
great  an  age,  and  how  far  it  is  practicable  for 
us  to  follow  his  method.  I  thinky  I  may  go 
{fill  farther,  and  affirm,  that  I  have  made  it  at 
lead  extreamly  probable,  that  the  anhelitus  puella- 
rumy  is  in  fome  meafure  the  breath  of  life ;  in  or¬ 
der  to  which,  I  hope  I  have  effiedually  deftroyed 
fome  prejudices  that  affeded  the  minds  even  of 
people  of  good  fenfe,  as  to  the  fettled  term  of  hu¬ 
man  life,  and  the  impoffibility  of  prolonging  it  by 
art.  I  have  like  wife  in  the  courfe  of  this  diUcrta- 
tion,  colleded  the  fentiments  of  feveral  great  men,' 
ivho  think,  or  leaftfeem  to  me,  to  think  in  the  fame 
^ay  that  J "do,  and  have  thereby  given  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  the  curious  and  inquifitive  reader,  of  iearch* 
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log  more  ftridtly  into  their  opinions,  in  order  to 
do  them  juftice,  in  cafe,  after  mature  confideration, 
he  thinks  that  I  have  failed  in  fo  doing. 

Ip  this  Ihould  contribute  little  to  the  elucidation 
of  the  prefen t  point,  yet  it  may  prove  the  means  of 
bringing  many  things  of  confequence  to  light.  We 
have  made  it  evident,  by  our  citations  from  old 
books,  that  many  of  the  difcoveries  for  which  the 
moderns  are  famous,  were  actually  known  to  the 
learned  in  former  times ;  whence  we  may  probably 
conjecture,  that  fome  other  things  were  known  to 
them,  with  which  we  are  not  acquainted*  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  there  is  fcarce  any  country  where  an- 
tient  monuments  are  to  be  found.,  but  we  may  dif- 
cern  in  them  marks  of  fkill  and  capacity,  that 
tranfcend  the  power  of  modern  workmen,,  and 
though  thefe  may  not  be  agreeable  to  the  prefent 
tafte,  which  feems  to  be  a  handfome  expreftion  for 
the  reigning  humour  of  mankind,  that  changes  too 
often  to  deferve  the  name  of  a  rule,  yet  they  fill 
roanifeft  great  quicknefs  of  invention,  and  the  pof* 
feffion  of  many  arts,  that  are  now  loft.  It  is  fome 
credit  to  antiquity,  that  the  oldeft  building  in  the 
world,  which  is  the  temple  of  ! the  feus  at  Athens ,  is 
by  far  the  fined: ;  and  in  literature  again,  Homer 
and  Hippocrates ,  plainly  prove,  that  in  point  of  ge¬ 
nius,  or  of  induftry,  the  firft  ages  are  yet  unrival*d. 
There  are  feveral  roads  which  lead  to  true  wifdom. 
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we  may  fometimes  reach  it  by  going  backwards,  a$t 
well  as  forwards,  and  profit  as  much  by  dete&ing 
the  prejudices  of  the  moderns,  as  by  refuting  the 
errors  of  antiquity.  It  is  a  juft  obfervation  of  the 
great  lord  Verulam ,  that  much  learning  frees  u$ 
from  thofe  miftakes  into  which  we  are  plunged,  by 
having  only  a  little.  When  firft  the  moderns  be«* 
gan  to  examine  the  writings  of  Herodotus ,  and  Pli~ 
ny ,  they  found  nothing  but  abfurdities  and  impro¬ 
babilities;  but  now,  that  we  are  better  acquainted 
with  experimental  philofophy,  we  begin  to  have  a 
better  opinion  of  thefe  authors,  and  are  obliged  to. 
confefs,  that  in  feme  cafes,  fagacity  may  fupply 
experience.  I  am,  however,  ready  to  admit,  that 
in  fame  branches  of  fcience,  we  have  out  done  the 
antients  very  much  ;  but  what  of  that,  we  are  ftill 
far  fhort  of  perfection.  Our  very  difcoveries  prove 
it ;  for  example,  we  difcern  the  effeCts  of  gravity, 

V  '  -  1 

we  fee  the  whole  mechanifm  of  the  univerfe,  depend 
upon  it  *,  but  the  eaule  has  been  hitherto  inexplica¬ 
ble.  We  are  well  acquainted  with  the  many  proper¬ 
ties  of  the  needle,  which  were  fecrets  to  former 
times,  but  the  caufe  of  its  variation  remains  a  fecret 

•i  »  .  V 

to  us.  We  have3  indeed,  made  fome  bold  gueffes 
at  both,  and  it  is  not  impoftible,  that  pofterity  may 
be  able  to  demonftrate  our  conjeCfures  ;  as  it  is  on 
the  other  hand,  likewife  poftible,  that  they  may 
prove  them  to  be  only  idle  conjectures.  If  we  would 
avoid  being  deceived,  wc  mult  decline  bigotry  of 

all 
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all  forts  *,  we  muft  not  carry  our  veneration  For  the 
antients  too  far,  and  at  the  fame  time,  we  ought  not: 
to  be  afraid  of  ufing  a  juft  freedom  with  the  mo¬ 
derns  *,  fince  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  adnaire  others* 
but  to  inftruft  ourfelves, 

C  <  » 

With  the  fame  view  of  coming  at  truth,  by 
fetting  the  fubjed  of  which  I  treat  in  different  lights* 
I  have  ftated  the  opinions  of  others  fairly,  and  have 
reafoned  upon  them  as  freely  as  I  defire  to  fee  my 
fyftem  treated.  I  have  given  the  reader  the  fenti- 
ments  of  aftrologers,  and  of  hermetic  philofophers 
on  this  infcription,  and  have  left  it  to  him  to  de¬ 
cide,  whether  they  are  more  in  the  right  than  I, 
or  whether  we  may  not  be  all  miftaken,  and  this 
infcription  have  at  laft  fome  other  fecret,  and  yet 
more  probable  fenfe  than  any  of  us  have  reached. 
To  encourage,  an  exact  difcuftion  of  this,  I  have 
often  inculcated  the  ufefulnefs  of  fuch  an  enquiry* 
and  I  think,  have  fully  proved  without  the  poflibi- 
lity  of  a  reply,  that  as  it  is  very  pradicable  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  thread  of  life,  beyond  that  length  to  which 
it  ufually  reaches,  fo  this  will  be  a  real  benefit,  and 
not  an  idle,  or  trifling  difcovery.  Thefe  are  the 
principal  points  that  I  have  laboured,  and  to  avoid 
that  heavinefs  and  drynefs  which  is  commonly  com¬ 
plained  of,  in  difcourfes  of  this  kind :  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  made  excurfions  for  the  entertainment  of 
myfelf  and  my  readers,  and  have  inferted  abun¬ 
dance 
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dance  of  curious  pafiages  from  fcarce  and  valuable 
books,  that  I  hope  will  make  full  amends  for  the 
trouble  of  perufing  this  treatife,  even  to  fuch  as 
may  remain  unconvinced  of  the  truth,  or  pradlica- 
bility  of  my  fyftem.  At  leaf!,  I  can  fay  this  for  my 
book  and  for  myfelf,  that  nothing  has  been  omit¬ 
ted  within  the  reach  of  my  power,  which  might 
render  it  at  once  both  profitable  and  pleafant  *  and 
therefore,  I  hope,  that  if  any  one  fhall  take  the 
trouble  of  criticifing  it,  he  will  at  lead  treat  it  with 
that  candour  and  good  manners  which  I  have  ufed 
through  the  whole,  and  not  with  that  furly  and  pe¬ 
dantic  peevifhnefs  which  is  too  often  vifible  in  the 
works  of  minor  critics,  who  value  themfelves  much 
more  on  expofmg  the  faults  of  other  men,  than  on 
rnanifefting  any  valuable  qualities  in  themfelves, 
and  are  better  pleafed  to  deftroy  an  edifice  eredted 
by  another,  than  to  acquire  a  juft  reputation,  by 
raifing  a  better  ftrudture  of  their  own. 

There  is  one  thing  more  I  muft  remark,  and 
it  is  this,  that  my  fyftem  is  entirely  on  the  right 
fide.  I  have  not  undertaken  to  demonftrate  as  mar 
jiy  have  done,  a  paradox  in  the  teeth  of  common 
fenfe,  and  the  common  intereft  of  the  human  fpecU 
es,  of  which  the  famous  encomium  on  folly,  and  the 
panegyric  on  drunkennefs,  are  glaring  inftances •,  but 
what  I  have  laid  down  in  this  difcourfe  is,  with  a 
view  to  public  utility,  and  from  a  dtfire  of  doing 

good 
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good ;  if  therefore,  upon  throughly  fifting  this  dif- 
pute,  the  matter  (hould  come  at  laft  to  be  in  equi- 
librio,  I  hope  the  turn  of  the  fcales  will  be  allowed 
me  *,  for  furely,  if  fenfe  be  preferable  to  dotage, 
eafe  to  pain,  or  life  to  death,  I  have  a  fair  title  to 
this  favour.  I  would  not  be  underftood,  to  inte- 
reft  by  this  means,  the  inclinations  or  prejudices  of 
my  readers,  on  my  fide,  for  that  might  prove  detri¬ 
mental  to  truth  $  but  1  introduce  this  remark,  to  fe- 
cure  me  againft  the  effedts  of  a  petulant  humour, 
which  reigns  but  too  much  in  the  world,  of  diff 
liking  whatever  has  the  appearance  of  novelty,  and 
fuppofing,  that  there  is  fomething  equally  juft  and 
wife,  in  maintaining  old  opinions  againft  new,  and 
running  down  any  fyftem  upon  its  firft  appearance.- 
Againft  this  unequitable  prepofteffion,  in  favour  of 
antique  notions,  I  fet  up  this  claim  to  the  good  will 
of  men,  founded  on  the  benefits  refulting  from  my 
fyftem,  to  the  human  fpecies,  either  confidered  as 
individuals  or  in  fociety.  It  was  upon  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  the  late  Dr.  Harvey ,  eftablifhed  his  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  which  he  juft- 
]y  obferved,  would  exempt  the  art  of  phyfic  from 
many  reproaches,  and  enable  us  to  give  a  clearer  and 
more  rational  account  of  die  animal  oeconomy.  On 
this  bafis  too,  ftands  the  philofophy  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton ,  which  is  perhaps  the  nobleft  effort  of  the 
human  underftanding,  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  to 
compare  my  invention  with  theirs,  or  myfelf  to  ei- 
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ther  of  thofe  great  men.  What  I  defign  the  readef 
fhould  collect  from  thefe  remarks  is  this,  that  if  in 
propofing  new  fyftems,  the  wifeft  and  ableft  men 
have  defired*  that  feme  allowances  fhould  be 
made  them ;  it  cannot  be  wondered,  that  I  fhould 
cxpedl  alfo  fome  indulgence*  who,  in  comparifon  of 
them,  know  myfelf  to  be  but  little  and  weak; 

Here,  then*  let  me  reft  this  affair,  and  after 
taking  fo  much  pains  to  render  this  work  not  altoge¬ 
ther  unworthy  the  view  of  the  public,  or  the  eye  of 
equal  and  impartial  judges,  1  refign  it  freely  to  their 
confideration,  and  depend  upon  their  candour  and 
humanity,  for  the  kind  acceptance  of  my  labours* 


F  INI  S. 


